THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a
mountain, and when He was seated His disciples
came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught
them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they
revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in
heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of
your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: MICAH 6:1-8

Hear now what the LORD says: 'Arise, plead your case before
the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, O you
mountains, the LORD's complaint, and you strong
foundations of the earth; For the LORD has a complaint
against His people, and He will contend with Israel. O My
people, what have I done to you? And how have | wearied
you? Testify against Me. For I brought you up from the land
of Egypt, I redeemed you from the house of bondage; And I
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O My people,
remember now what Balak king of Moab counseled, and what
Balaam the son of Beor answered him, from Acacia Grove to
Gilgal, that you may know the righteousness of the LORD.'
With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself
before the High God? Shall I come before Him with burnt
offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased
with thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of 011? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body
for the sin of my soul? He has shown you, O man, what is
good; And what does the LORD require of you but to do
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15

LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell
in Your holy hill? He who walks uprightly, and works
righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart;

Who is like you, LORD, perfect in every way

He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his
neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;

In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those
who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does
not change;

Who is like you, LORD, perfect in every way

He who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take
a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall
never be moved.

Who is like you, LORD, perfect in every way

SECOND LESSON: 1CORINTHIANS 1:2-5

To the church of God, which 1s at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in
every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always concerning
you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ
Jesus, that you were enriched in everything by Him in all
utterance and all knowledge,

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.



