THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:13-15, 19-23

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, 'Arise, take
the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay
there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the
young Child to destroy Him."' When he arose, he took the
young Child and His mother by night and departed for
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying, 'Out of Egypt I called My Son." But
when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 'Arise,
take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the young Child's life are
dead.' Then he arose, took the young Child and His
mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being
warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the
region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophets, 'He shall be called a Nazarene.'

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of
your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 63:7-9

I will mention the loving kindnesses of the LORD and the
praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has
bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of
Israel, which He has bestowed on them according to His

mercies, according to the multitude of His loving kindnesses.

For He said, 'Surely they are My people, children who will
not lie." So, He became their Savior. In all their affliction He
was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them; In
His love and in His pity, He redeemed them; And He bore
them and carried them All the days of old.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147

For He has strengthened the bars of your gates; He has
blessed your children within you. He makes peace in your
borders and fills you with the finest wheat.

Praise the LORD for His kindness towards us

He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs very
swiftly. He gives snow like wool; He scatters the frost like
ashes;

Praise the LORD for His kindness towards us

He casts out His hail like morsels; Who can stand before His
cold? He sends out His word and melts them; He causes His
wind to blow, and the waters flow.

Praise the LORD for His kindness towards us

SECOND LESSON: HEBREWS 2:14-17

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through
death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that
is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does not
give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of
Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest
in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins
of the people.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.



