THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put
her away secretly. But while he thought about these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary, your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a
Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save
His people from their sins.' So all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: Behold, the virgin shall be with
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,' which is translated, 'God with us.' Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did
not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son.
And he called His name JESUS.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find
in us a mansion prepared for himself, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 7:10-17

Moreover, the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, ask a sign
for yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the
depth or in the height above.' But Ahaz said, 'l will not ask,
nor will I test the LORD!' Then he said, 'Hear now, O house
of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will
you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and honey He
shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the
good. For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by
both her kings. The LORD will bring the king of Assyria
upon you and your people and your father's house -- days that
have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from
Judah.'

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a
flock; You who dwell between the cherubim, shine forth!

Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, Stir up your
strength, and come and save us!

Salvation awaits for the people of God

Restore us, O God; Cause Your face to shine, and we shall be
saved! O LORD God of hosts, how long will You be angry
against the prayer of Your people?

Salvation awaits for the people of God

You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them
tears to drink in great measure. You have made us a strife to
our neighbors, and our enemies laugh among themselves.

Salvation awaits for the people of God

SECOND LESSON: ROMANS 1:1-7

Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle,
separated to the gospel of God which He promised before
through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead. Through Him we have received grace and
apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His
name, among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; To
all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.



