
Light in the House 
Living at peace in your marriage situation. 

 
Speaker: Bill Sizemore 
Series: Love & Marriage 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 7:1–16; Mark 10:1–12 
Synopsis: Marriage and Divorce is one of the hottest topics in the church today.  What is right? 
What is wrong? This sermon takes an honest look at living in the reality of life today which 
ironically was exactly the situation when Paul wrote this epistle.  

  

The Creation Standard 

“One man with one woman for a life time.” 

1 Corinthians 7:10–11 ESV 
10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or 
else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 

The teaching of Jesus on Marriage. 

Mark 10:2 ESV 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife?” 

Mark 10:3–5 ESV 
3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 

Mark 10:6–9 ESV 
6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 
and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

 



Mark 10:10–12 ESV 
10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he 
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, 
she commits adultery.” 

Matthew 5:31–32 ESV 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever 
marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

The Current Standard 

1 Corinthians 7:12–13 ESV 
12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any 
woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she 
should not divorce him. 

The Blessing of Light in the house.  

Matthew 5:14–15 ESV 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. 

1 Corinthians 7:14 ESV 
14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your 
children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 

The Benefits to the Unbeliever in a Christian Home.  

1.  Your whole house is set apart by God for Himself. 

2.  You receive the blessing of God’s promises because of his child.  

3.  Your children are under the blessing and protection of the Lord.  

4.  You have an opportunity to see the light of God and respond to it.  



1 Corinthians 7:15–16 ESV 
15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the 
brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16 For how do 
you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, 
husband, whether you will save your wife? 

Navigating a Hostile Christian Home.  

1.  Realize that you chose or changed the game.   

2.   Humbly illustrate the love of Christ with your actions and your words.  

3.  Pray, Pray, Pray.  

4.   Submit to the marriage as much as you can without compromising your 
faith toward God.  

If God has placed one of his children in your home, understand that 
he is drawing you to himself through that family member.  How are 
you responding to His light? 

If God has placed you as the light in the home, understand that you 
have the responsibility to share the light of the gospel through your 
love, patients, kindness, and self-control as you point them to the 
source of the light which is Jesus.  
 

 


