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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 146

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 150

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Nehemiah 8–13

STORY POINT: God’s people 
promised to obey God.

KEY PASSAGE: 
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? God is 

in control of everything.

Unit 18 • Session 3
God’s People 

Repented

Unit 18 • Session 3
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More than 50 years 
after the first group of exiles returned to Jerusalem and completed and 
dedicated the temple, Ezra led a second group back to Jerusalem.

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—granting 
him favor with the Persian king. The king gave Ezra permission to go to 
Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with a letter and access to resources to ensure 
safe travel. (See Ezra 7:11-26.)

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had spent 70 years 
in exile, and they needed to be reminded how to live. As a scribe, Ezra was 
an expert on the law of Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to 
study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances 
in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls. 
They gathered together at the Water Gate to hear the law of Moses. Men, 
women, and children—anyone who could understand—came to listen to 
the reading of God’s Word.

From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book of the law of 
Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform where everyone could see and 
hear him. Ezra opened the book of the law, and everyone stood up. The 
Levites helped the listeners understand the words of the law. The people 
reacted strongly to hearing and understanding the law of Moses. Verse 9 
says the people wept. The law revealed their sin, and they repented.

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how short we fall of 
meeting God’s standard. As you teach preschoolers, help them recognize 
that we cannot meet God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God sent 
Jesus to obey the law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in Him 
for salvation.

143143The People Restored
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The BIBLE Story

 God’s People Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

The walls around Jerusalem were finally finished. The people had 
worked very hard, and God had helped them.

One morning, the people got together. Men, women, and children 
came to hear Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest read God’s Word. 

The sun was just coming up when Ezra carried 
out God’s Word so he could read it. God’s 

words were written on a scroll. Ezra 
stood on a tall platform and opened 

the scroll. Everyone could see it.
Ezra began to read God’s 

Word aloud. The people in 
the crowd listened carefully. 
Everyone stood up. Ezra 
praised God, and the people 
lifted up their hands.

“Amen! Amen!” the 
people said. Then they bowed 
down with their faces close 

to the ground. All the people 
worshiped God together.

Some of the leaders there 
explained God’s words to the people. 

They helped the people understand 
what Ezra read. When the people 

understood God’s Word, they were sad. The 
words from God were about how to live, and the 

people had not been living the way God wanted them to live. They 
were sorry for disobeying God.

Ezra, his helpers, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) the governor 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Stand on a low 
table or wooden 
box to tell the 
story: Show the 
Bible story picture 
poster and point out 
that Ezra stood on a 
platform to read the 
Bible scroll. Comment 
that today you will 
stand as you tell the 
story to remind the 
children that the 
people looked up and 
listened to Ezra.

• Pretend to be 
the people of 
Jerusalem: Invite 
the children to 
pretend to be the 
people of Jerusalem 
and stand as they 
listen to the story, 
raise their hands, bow 
to worship, look sad, 
and be happy.

144 Preschool Leader Guide
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 God’s People Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

The walls around Jerusalem were finally finished. The people had 
worked very hard, and God had helped them.

One morning, the people got together. Men, women, and children 
came to hear Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest read God’s Word. 

The sun was just coming up when Ezra carried 
out God’s Word so he could read it. God’s 

words were written on a scroll. Ezra 
stood on a tall platform and opened 

the scroll. Everyone could see it.
Ezra began to read God’s 

Word aloud. The people in 
the crowd listened carefully. 
Everyone stood up. Ezra 
praised God, and the people 
lifted up their hands.

“Amen! Amen!” the 
people said. Then they bowed 
down with their faces close 

to the ground. All the people 
worshiped God together.

Some of the leaders there 
explained God’s words to the people. 

They helped the people understand 
what Ezra read. When the people 

understood God’s Word, they were sad. The 
words from God were about how to live, and the 

people had not been living the way God wanted them to live. They 
were sorry for disobeying God.

Ezra, his helpers, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) the governor 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Stand on a low 
table or wooden 
box to tell the 
story: Show the 
Bible story picture 
poster and point out 
that Ezra stood on a 
platform to read the 
Bible scroll. Comment 
that today you will 
stand as you tell the 
story to remind the 
children that the 
people looked up and 
listened to Ezra.

• Pretend to be 
the people of 
Jerusalem: Invite 
the children to 
pretend to be the 
people of Jerusalem 
and stand as they 
listen to the story, 
raise their hands, bow 
to worship, look sad, 
and be happy.

said, “This day is special. Do not be sad. Do not cry.” This 
was a happy day.

Ezra said, “Go home and get ready to have a feast! Eat 
good food and drink good drinks. Share what you make 
with people who don’t have any food or drinks.”

Then Ezra said again, “Today is a special day. Be happy! 
God makes us strong.”

So the people did what Ezra told them to do. Nehemiah 
led the people to turn back to God. They promised to 
worship only God and obey Him.

Christ Connection: The Bible teaches us about God and 
Jesus. It helps us know the right things to do. We do wrong things 
a lot, but God can change our hearts and help us say no to sin. 
Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

145145The People Restored
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people promised to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the Bible in each picture.
SAY • What book are these people looking at or reading in 

all these pictures? [Allow responses.] The Bible! Did 
you know the Bible is the most important book there 
is? The Bible teaches us about God and Jesus. It also 
helps us know the right things to do. In today’s Bible 
story, God’s people heard His Word. Listen to hear 
how they felt after they heard God’s words. 

Draw your favorite foods
Give each child two paper plates. If paper plates are not 
available, simply draw a circle on a sheet of paper. Invite 
preschoolers to draw their favorite foods on the paper 
plates. Offer to label the foods if preschoolers desire. 
Encourage children to give one paper plate of food to 
another child. Talk about times that your church gathers for 

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the Bibles” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• paper plates, 2 per 
child

• crayons or markers

Option: Provide 
cutouts of pictures 
of food for children 
to glue on their 
plates. 
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fellowship meals. Remind the children that families prepare 
food at home and bring it to share with others.
SAY • I wish the food you drew was real! We could have a 

feast! In today’s Bible story, the priest Ezra told the 
people to get ready for a feast. He told them to eat 
good food and drink good drinks and to share what 
they made with people who didn’t have any food or 
drinks. Listen to the Bible story to hear why Ezra 
told the people to celebrate. 

Make a coffee filter sun
Give each preschooler a flattened paper coffee filter. Guide 
a child to use yellow, orange, and red markers to color 
their coffee filter. Invite a preschooler to set his colored 
coffee filter on a towel. Invite him to use a spray bottle to 
spray the filter with water. Point out how the colors blend 
together. Set aside his “sun” to dry. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God’s people—men, women, 

and children—got together early in the morning 
when the sun was just coming up. It was a special 
day. Listen to the Bible story to hear what made this 
day so special.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Ask preschoolers what is their favorite thing to do at church 
as they move to the Bible study.

• paper coffee filters, 1 
per child

• yellow, orange, and 
red markers 

• old towel 
• spray bottle 
• water

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people promised to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Nehemiah 8 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Last week our Bible story was from the first part of 

Nehemiah. This week our story is from the last part of 
Nehemiah. Nehemiah is in the Old Testament part of 
the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word, and it is true!

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • When the people understood God’s Word, they 

realized they had not been living the way God 
wanted them to live. They were sorry for disobeying 
God. God’s people promised to obey God, but they 
needed God to change their hearts. We do wrong 
things too, but Jesus died to rescue us from sin. 
When we turn from our sin and trust in Jesus, God 
changes our hearts and help us say no to sin.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “God’s People 

Repented” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

148 Preschool Leader Guide
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Practice the key passage 
Write the key passage on a sheet of paper, roll it up like a 
scroll, and secure it with yarn. Place the key passage marker 
at 1 Peter 5:10. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. Invite children to take 
turns opening the scroll and “reading” the key passage to 
the group. Offer assistance as needed for those who cannot 
yet say the verse from memory.  
SAY • Our key passage says God will restore His people. 

God restored His people in today’s Bible story. God’s 
people were not living the way God planned for 
them to live. God used His Word to show them what 
it looks like to live as His special people.  

Sing the key passage song, “God Will!,” and the theme 
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Who is in control of 

everything? God is in control of everything. God 
made the world and keeps it going, so He knows 
how life works best. God tells us the right things to 
do in the Bible, and when we trust in Jesus, God 
changes our hearts to help us live that way! 

Missions moment
SAY • God told the Hite family to go to a country 

called Taiwan and share the love of Jesus with 
children who have special needs. They obeyed! Watch 
this video about the school where the Hites work.

Show the “Taiwan Sunshine” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible
• paper
• yarn
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Will!” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Taiwan Sunshine” 
missions video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people promised to obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Visit the sanctuary
Follow your church’s security procedures for leaving the 
classroom. Walk together to the sanctuary. Use a walking 
rope if possible. Ask preschoolers to point to where the 
pastor stands to preach. Look for Bibles. Sit down and talk 
about ways we worship at church. Comment that God 
wants us to worship Him.
SAY • Our pastor stands on the platform here to read from 

the Bible and to help us understand God’s Word. 
Ezra stood on a tall platform and read from the Bible 
scroll. When they heard God’s Word, God’s people 
promised to obey God. We will find out next week 
that they did not keep that promise. The Bible 
teaches us about God and Jesus. It helps us know the 
right things to do, but we still do wrong things a lot. 
We need God to change our hearts and help us say 
no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Worship by singing
Set out rhythm instruments. Play familiar worship songs. 
Encourage children to choose an instrument and play as 
they sing. Review the Bible story and list ways the people 
worshiped God in the story. Ask preschoolers to name other 
ways they can worship God.

• walking rope 
(optional)

• rhythm instruments
• worship music 
• “God Will!” song 

(optional) 
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song 
(optional) 
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SAY • We come to church to worship God. We sing songs, 
listen to the Bible stories, pray, and learn more about 
God and Jesus. In our story today, how did the 
people worship? They listened to Ezra read the scroll; 
they lifted their hands to praise God; they bowed 
down to pray. God’s people promised to obey God. 

Make a Bible scroll
Before the session, cut paper into 5-by-11-inch lengths. 
Then glue a craft stick on each 5-inch end. Give each 
preschooler a prepared scroll. Encourage them to draw a 
picture from a favorite Bible story. Show preschoolers how 
to roll the scrolls from both ends. Tie a piece of yarn around 
each preschooler’s scroll.
SAY • Ezra read God’s Word from a scroll. Now, we have 

all God’s words to us in a book. [Show the Bible.] 
We can read the Bible from a printed book like this. 
We can even read the Bible on a phone or computer! 
Knowing God’s words in the Bible is so important. 
When the people heard God’s Word, they realized 
they had not been living the way God wanted them 
to live. God’s people promised to obey God. We 
do not live the way God wants us to live all the time 
either, but God can change our hearts and help us 
say no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Play a worship matching game
Print and cut apart the “Ways We Worship” images. Hide 
one set of the cards in a plastic bin filled with shredded 
paper. Encourage children to choose a card and look for the 
matching worship card in the plastic bin. Comment that 
we are obeying God when we sing worship songs (pray, read 

• paper 
• scissors (adult use)
• jumbo craft sticks
• glue
• markers
• yarn
• Bible

• “Ways We Worship” 
printable

• scissors (adult use) 
• plastic bin 
• shredded paper
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the Bible, give an offering, and so forth). 
SAY • When the people heard Ezra read God’s Word, they 

worshiped God. They listened carefully. They stood 
up. They lifted up their hands. They said, “Amen! 
Amen!” They bowed down with their faces close to 
the ground. God’s people promised to obey God. 
We worship God in many ways, too. The Bible 
teaches us about God and Jesus. In the Bible we learn 
how God sent Jesus to die to rescue us from sin. The 
more we know about God and Jesus, the more we 
want to worship and obey them! 

“See” with your hands
Gather objects of different textures and place them 

in an opaque bags such as paper bags or pillowcases. Form 
a circle on the floor. Invite a child to close her eyes and 
feel inside one of the bags. Encourage her to notice how 
the object feels and describe it to the group. Allow each 
preschooler a turn to feel an object. Show preschoolers a 
Braille Bible or book, if available. Guide them to close their 
eyes and feel the dots on the page. Close in prayer, thanking 
God that He loves all people.
SAY • People who cannot see with their eyes use their 

hands to figure out what things look like. People 
who are blind can read with their fingers, using a 
special language called Braille. Raised dots represent 
different letters. People who cannot see may read a 
Braille Bible. All of us need to know God’s words in 
the Bible. The Bible teaches us about God and Jesus. 
It helps us know the right things to do. We do wrong 
things a lot, but God can change our hearts and help 
us say no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

• objects with 
different textures 
(sandpaper, cotton 
ball, silky fabric, 
stone, and so forth)

• opaque bags
• Braille Bible or book 

(optional)

Note to Leaders: 
Tell parents that 
this month you 
will be accepting 
donations of new 
crayons, colored 
pencils, coloring 
books, and other 
small classroom 
supplies to give to 
a class for children 
with special needs. 
Preschoolers will 
wrap the supplies 
for this mission 
project later in the 
month.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve strips of fruit leather and a few pretzels for snack. 
Encourage the children to wrap the ends of the fruit leather 
around two pretzels to make a scroll. Remind the children 
that when they heard words read from the Bible scroll, 
God’s people promised to obey God.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who read God’s Word aloud? (Ezra)
2. What did the people do as God’s Word was read? 

(listened carefully, bowed down, worshiped)
3. Why were the people sad? (They were sorry for 

disobeying God.)
4. What did Ezra tell the people to do? (Do not be sad. 

Go home and have a feast and share with others.)
5. What did the people promise to do? (worship only 

God and obey Him) 
6. Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• fruit leather 

(optional)
• pretzel sticks 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “God Will!” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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