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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 96

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 98

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Ezra 4–6; Haggai

STORY POINT: 
God’s people rebuilt the temple.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jeremiah 29:11

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God 

speaks to us through Jesus.

Unit 17 • Session 3
The Temple Was 

Rebuilt

Unit 17 • Session 3
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
At last! God’s people returned to Jerusalem, the home of their ancestors. 
God had given them another opportunity to live as His special people. 
They got to work right away, completing the foundation of the Lord’s 
temple.

Many of God’s people had been born in Babylon, but they had likely 
heard the stories of their parents and grandparents, stories of a life in the 
land God had given them. They probably heard of their families’ mistakes: 
ignoring God, worshiping idols, and mistreating the poor. But the Lord 
had been gracious! He kept His promise to bring His people back to Judah.

Life in Judah wasn’t exactly what they had imagined. It was difficult. Their 
national wealth was gone. The work of rebuilding the temple and the 
city of Jerusalem was hard. The land was desolate, and crops failed. Their 
neighbors opposed their efforts. (See Ezra 4:6,11-16.)

God’s people were disappointed and discouraged. Rather than fight their 
enemies, God’s people gave up. The temple of the Lord sat unfinished for 
16 years. The people made excuses. “Maybe it’s not time to rebuild the 
temple,” they reasoned. If that was what God wanted, wouldn’t He make 
it easier for them? (See Hag. 1:2.) God’s people moved on to building their 
own homes.

The prophet Haggai stepped onto the scene and rebuked the people for 
their misplaced priorities. (Hag. 1:4) He brought words from the Lord, 
commanding them to finish the work they started. God promised to fill 
the temple with His glory, and comforted His weary people with this 
promise: “I will provide peace in this place” (Hag. 2:7,9).

God promised to be with His people and bless them—and not only them, 
but the whole world through them, keeping the promise He made to 
Abraham long ago. (See Gen. 12:3.) Through God’s servant, Zerubbabel, 
God would send His Son, Jesus—the greater Servant who is God with us.

9393Return to the Land
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The BIBLE Story

 The Temple Was Rebuilt
Ezra 4–6; Haggai

God’s people were happy to be home. They had lived in Babylon 
for a very long time, but the king had let them go home. They walked 
all the way home to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. The people had 

started to work on the temple, but their neighbors said, 
“Stop building the temple!” So God’s people 

stopped. Building the temple was hard. 
Maybe God doesn’t want us to build 

it, they thought.
But God did want His people 

to finish the temple. God sent 
two prophets—Haggai and 
Zechariah—to talk to the 
people. Haggai and Zechariah 
said, “Keep building. God is 
with you.” So God’s people 
started to work on the temple 
again.

The king of Persia ruled 
over the land where God’s 

people lived. The king’s name 
was Darius (duh RIGH uhs). 

Darius put a helper in charge of the 
land where God’s people lived.
The king’s helper saw God’s people 

working. He asked their leader Zerubbabel, 
“Do you have permission to rebuild this temple?”

“Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The helper sent a letter to King Darius 
to find out if Zerubbabel was telling the truth. The helper’s letter to 
the king said this: “Dear King Darius, the people here are working hard 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Build and tell: 
As you tell the Bible 
story, build a small 
structure with blocks. 

• Play out building: 
As you tell the 
Bible story, act out 
building activities, 
such as hammering, 
sawing, carrying 
wood, laying brick, 
painting walls, and 
so forth. Encourage 
preschoolers to copy 
your actions.

94 Preschool Leader Guide
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 The Temple Was Rebuilt
Ezra 4–6; Haggai

God’s people were happy to be home. They had lived in Babylon 
for a very long time, but the king had let them go home. They walked 
all the way home to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. The people had 

started to work on the temple, but their neighbors said, 
“Stop building the temple!” So God’s people 

stopped. Building the temple was hard. 
Maybe God doesn’t want us to build 

it, they thought.
But God did want His people 

to finish the temple. God sent 
two prophets—Haggai and 
Zechariah—to talk to the 
people. Haggai and Zechariah 
said, “Keep building. God is 
with you.” So God’s people 
started to work on the temple 
again.

The king of Persia ruled 
over the land where God’s 

people lived. The king’s name 
was Darius (duh RIGH uhs). 

Darius put a helper in charge of the 
land where God’s people lived.
The king’s helper saw God’s people 

working. He asked their leader Zerubbabel, 
“Do you have permission to rebuild this temple?”

“Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The helper sent a letter to King Darius 
to find out if Zerubbabel was telling the truth. The helper’s letter to 
the king said this: “Dear King Darius, the people here are working hard 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Build and tell: 
As you tell the Bible 
story, build a small 
structure with blocks. 

• Play out building: 
As you tell the 
Bible story, act out 
building activities, 
such as hammering, 
sawing, carrying 
wood, laying brick, 
painting walls, and 
so forth. Encourage 
preschoolers to copy 
your actions.

to build the temple to their God. They said King Cyrus said 
they could build. Please find out if this is true.”

King Cyrus had been king before Darius. When a king 
made an important decision, someone wrote it down on 
a scroll. So Darius looked for the old scroll. His servants 
found it! The scroll said, “Let God’s people rebuild the 
temple.” God’s people had told the truth!

King Cyrus had also said, “Help God’s people pay for 
the temple. Give them money from the royal bank to buy 
supplies.”

So King Darius wrote a letter to his helper. He said, 
“Stay away from the workers at the temple. Do not bother 
them or try to stop them. Give them anything they need.”

The king’s helper obeyed King Darius’s order. God’s 
people kept building, and soon the temple was finished! 
What a happy time! The people celebrated the Passover 
and thanked God.

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they 
would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. Jesus gave us 
something better than the temple; He gave us Himself. Jesus is 
with us wherever we go.

9595Return to the Land
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4–6; Haggai
STORY POINT: God’s people rebuilt the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to 

us through Jesus.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers circle the things that do not belong in 
the picture of God’s people rebuilding the temple.
SAY • Good job finding the silly things in the picture! God’s 

people were happy to be home. When they first got 
home to Jerusalem, they began rebuilding God’s 
temple. But once they got the foundation done, they 
stopped. In today’s Bible story, we will hear how God 
helped His people finish His temple. 

Play “I’m building a church” 
Invite the children to sit down in a circle. Begin by saying, 
“I’m building a church today, and I need a ___________.” 
Fill in the blank with a type of tool that you would 
use along with a hand motion that describes that tool. 
Encourage the next child to say, “I’m building a church 
today, and I need a ___________.” Say your original 

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Does Not 
Belong?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

96 Preschool Leader Guide
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statement again. Continue around the circle until every 
child has had the opportunity to add a tool and a hand 
motion. Be prepared to offer suggestions of tools and 
to help preschoolers remember their friends’ tools. Tool 
ideas include a hammer, saw, screwdriver, wrench, brick, 
bulldozer, wheelbarrow, sledge hammer, and paintbrush.
SAY • Today, we gather as a church to worship God in 

different buildings like church buildings, schools, 
and homes. In today’s Bible story, God’s people 
rebuilt the temple so they would have a special place 
to worship God.

Examine and play with plastic tools
Lay out several plastic tools and/or a child’s tool bench. Talk 
to the children about how the different tools work and how 
they help to build buildings, including churches. Encourage 
the children to pretend to build a building with the tools.
SAY •  In our Bible story last week, God’s people built the 

foundation, or bottom, of the temple. Do you think 
they used tools like these? In today’s Bible story, 
God’s people had stopped building the temple. 
Listen to the Bible story to hear if God’s people 
finally finished rebuilding the temple. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Encourage children to stomp their feet like jack-hammers as 
they move to Bible study.

• plastic tools
• tool bench

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4–6; Haggai
STORY POINT: God’s people rebuilt the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 

through Jesus.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Ezra 4 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. It tells us true stories about 

God and His people. Today’s Bible story is from the 
Old Testament Books of Ezra and Haggai.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God’s people had stopped rebuilding the temple. 

God sent Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the 
people to keep going. God was with them. God even 
used the King of Persia to make sure the people had 
everything they needed! God’s people rebuilt the 
temple. Now they had a place to worship God. Years 
later, God sent Jesus to be with His people on earth. 
Jesus gave us something better than the temple; He 
gave us Himself. Jesus is with us wherever we go.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Temple Was 

Rebuilt” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Write each word or phrase of the key passage on piece of 
masking tape on a block. Place the key passage marker at 
Jeremiah 29:11. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. Show preschoolers the 
blocks. Invite them to help you put the words of the verse 
in order. Say the verse several times as you build. 
SAY • God planned all along to bring His people home and 

that they would rebuild the temple. God’s plans for 
His people are always for their good! 

Sing the key passage song, “Jeremiah 29:11,” and the theme 
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • God spoke through the prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah to tell the people to keep building because 
He was with them. Years later, God sent Jesus to be 
with His people on earth. How is Jesus the perfect 
Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus. 

Missions moment
SAY • God wants all people to worship Him just 

like He wanted His people to worship Him in the 
temple. God sent missionary Adoniram Judson to tell 
the people of Burma, which is now called Myanmar, 
about Him so they could worship God too. I need 
your help to tell a story about Adoniram Judson. 
Listen close so you know what to do. 

Tell the “Adoniram Judson Story,” directing preschoolers to 
complete the actions.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• blocks
• masking tape
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song

Tip: Write the key 
passage on a large 
sheet of paper for 
children to match 
the blocks to.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Adoniram Judson 
Story” printable
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The low prep icon 
is anchored. Just 
select with type tool 
and paste in another 
location if needed. 

EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4–6; Haggai
STORY POINT: God’s people rebuilt the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 

through Jesus.

Build a church with blocks
Place several varieties of building blocks in different areas 
around the classroom, such as on the floor or on small 
tables. Lead the children to work in teams of two to three to 
build churches or a temple with the blocks. 
SAY • We pretended to build a church or a temple with 

our blocks. God’s people rebuilt the temple so 
that they would have a place to worship God. Even 
when other people tried to stop God’s people from 
building the temple, Haggai and Zechariah said, 
“Keep building. God is with you.” Jesus gave us 
something better than a temple; He gave Himself. 
Jesus is with us wherever we go.

Paint with a brick
Place a brick on a plastic tablecloth on a table top. Invite 
a child to select a tempera paint color. Help her to paint 
a thin layer of paint on one side of a regular masonry 
brick with a large paintbrush. Then help her place a piece 
of construction paper on the painted side of the brick 
and press down on the paper with her hands to form an 
impression of the brick on the paper. Lift the paper off the 
brick and set it aside to dry. When the paint is dry, write 
God’s people rebuilt the temple on her paper.

• blocks

• masonry brick
• plastic tablecloth
• washable tempera 

paint
• large paintbrushes
• construction paper
• smocks
• marker
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SAY • Good job following directions. God’s people rebuilt 
the temple using bricks and stones and many other 
building materials. They had to follow directions 
and work together so that they would have a place to 
worship Him. God sent Jesus to be with His people 
on earth. Jesus gave us something better than a 
temple; He gave us Himself. Jesus is with us wherever 
we go and we can worship Him wherever we want.

Play in a pretend construction yard
Arrange constructions vehicles, play hard hats, and small 
stones on the floor in a corner of the room. Encourage 
preschoolers to wear the hard hats. Suggest they use the 
construction vehicles to haul the stones and to dump the 
stones out on the floor in their make-believe construction 
site.
SAY • God’s people rebuilt the temple, but they did not 

have construction vehicles to help them out like 
we do today. They had to work hard together with 
their hands to finish it. When they did finish, they 
celebrated and praised God. Jesus gave us something 
better than the temple. He gave us Himself. Jesus 
is with us wherever we go. We don’t have to wait 
to worship Him at church, we can worship Him 
wherever we go.

Hammer “nails”
Place a 3- to 4-inch thick piece of foam on a table top. 
Encourage a preschooler to sit down in a chair at the table 
next to the foam board. Show him how to place a golf tee 
into the foam and gently tap it in with a plastic hammer 
until it is completely pounded down. Assist as needed with 

• various construction 
vehicles

• children’s plastic 
hard hats

• smooth river rocks

• 3- to 4-inch thick 
packing foam

• plastic hammers
• golf tees
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holding the golf tee or tapping the hammer.
SAY • You had to work hard to pound the nail into the 

foam. King Darius gave God’s people money and 
supplies so that they could finish the temple. God’s 
people rebuilt the temple together. When the 
temple was finished, they were so happy. They had 
a big celebration and worshiped God. Years later, 
God sent Jesus to be with His people on earth. Jesus 
gave us something better than the temple; He gave 
us Himself. Jesus is with us wherever we go. We can 
worship Him anytime and in any place.

Worship on a blanket
Spread a blanket out on the floor. Invite 

preschoolers to sit with you on the blanket. Give each 
preschooler a towel or piece of fabric large enough to cover 
his or her head. Tell preschoolers that you will worship 
together on the blanket, and when you say it’s raining, 
they should hold their fabric over their head. Sing a song 
together and read a Bible story. Throughout the activity, 
stop at random moments and tell children that it’s raining 
or that the rain stopped. 
SAY • Many believers around the world do not have nice 

buildings to worship God in. The Karen people sit 
on a blankets to worship God together. It rains a lot 
where the Karen people live. If they are worshiping 
and it starts to rain, they just hold a towel or scarf 
over their heads. When I said, “It’s raining,” you 
held your fabric over your heads. When I said “The 
rain stopped,” you put your fabric in your laps. 
That’s what the Karen people do, and they don’t stop 
worshiping God.

• blanket 
• towels or pieces of 

fabric
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve miniature marshmallows and pretzel sticks for 
snack. Show children how to stick the pretzel sticks into 
the marshmallows to build structures. Talk about how the 
God’s people rebuilt the temple.    

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did God’s people rebuild in today’s Bible story? 
(the temple) 

2. What were the names of the two prophets God sent? 
(Haggai and Zechariah)

3. Who helped God’s people by telling his helper to 
give the people whatever they needed for the temple? 
(King Darius)

4. What did God’s people do when the temple was 
finished? (They celebrated the Passover.) 

5. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 
through Jesus.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• miniature 

marshmallows 
(optional)

• pretzel sticks 
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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