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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214

Unit 18 • Session 4

Unit 18 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Malachi

STORY POINT:  
Malachi called God’s people to 

repent to prepare for the Messiah.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? God is 
in control of everything in heaven and 

on earth.

Malachi the 
Prophet
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had returned 
to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome opposition to rebuild the 
temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them 
… finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced drought 
and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like God had 
blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping 
his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still care? It wasn’t long until 
God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to their exile 
in the first place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse 
of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working out His divine 
plan of redemption, and He never gave up on them. God sent a message 
to His people through the prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s 
people approximately 100 years after the end of the Babylonian captivity. 
Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing 
didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed His people’s sin and made 
clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed to repent and 
turn back to God. “But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s prophecy; God 
did not communicate to His people. This period brings us to the New 
Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last prophet before 
Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope 
to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!”
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people had returned to the promised land, and they 
were ready for God to bless them. The people waited, but nothing 
happened. Sometimes their lives were hard, and they wondered if 

God really loved them. The people became lazy in how 
they worshiped God.

God loved His people, and He 
wanted them to be holy. He wanted 

them to obey Him completely. 
So God sent a message to His 

people through the prophet 
Malachi (MAL uh kigh). God’s 
message told the people 
about their sins and called 
them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed 
God. They were supposed to 
lead the people in worship, 
but instead of offering God 

the best animal sacrifices, the 
priests offered animals that 

were stolen, lame, or sick. God 
said, “I’m not pleased. I will not 

accept your offerings.”
God also said to the priests, “It is your 

job to help people follow Me; they look to 
you for instruction. But you have turned them away 

from Me. You taught them wrong things.”
God warned the people that a day of judgment is coming when 

God will punish sin and reward righteousness. God said, “I am 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Ask questions: 
Write review 
questions on index 
cards and pass them 
out to the kids. After 
the story, invite 
each kid to read the 
question and share 
the answer.

• Vary your tone: 
When speaking 
dialogue in the story 
from God, alter your 
voice so the kids can 
differentiate between 
God’s words and the 
rest of the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people had returned to the promised land, and they 
were ready for God to bless them. The people waited, but nothing 
happened. Sometimes their lives were hard, and they wondered if 

God really loved them. The people became lazy in how 
they worshiped God.

God loved His people, and He 
wanted them to be holy. He wanted 

them to obey Him completely. 
So God sent a message to His 

people through the prophet 
Malachi (MAL uh kigh). God’s 
message told the people 
about their sins and called 
them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed 
God. They were supposed to 
lead the people in worship, 
but instead of offering God 

the best animal sacrifices, the 
priests offered animals that 

were stolen, lame, or sick. God 
said, “I’m not pleased. I will not 

accept your offerings.”
God also said to the priests, “It is your 

job to help people follow Me; they look to 
you for instruction. But you have turned them away 

from Me. You taught them wrong things.”
God warned the people that a day of judgment is coming when 

God will punish sin and reward righteousness. God said, “I am 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Ask questions: 
Write review 
questions on index 
cards and pass them 
out to the kids. After 
the story, invite 
each kid to read the 
question and share 
the answer.

• Vary your tone: 
When speaking 
dialogue in the story 
from God, alter your 
voice so the kids can 
differentiate between 
God’s words and the 
rest of the story.

going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way 
before Me.” The messenger would have a very important 
job: to get the people ready for God’s promised Messiah.

Next, God talked about some of the wrong things the 
people were doing. “You are robbing Me!” God said. The 
people were not offering to God a share of their wealth. 
But everything they had was a gift from God. “Bring a 
tenth of your wealth to Me,” God said. “And test Me! See if 
I will not give you even more blessings—more than you can 
count!”

Some of the people were saying things about God that 
weren’t true. “It is useless to serve God,” the people said. 
“People who live however they want to are better off than 
we are.”

But other people did honor God, and God noticed 
them. “They will be Mine,” God said. “I will have 
compassion on them.”

He said, “A day is coming when everyone who is wicked 
will be destroyed. But those who honor Me will go out and 
playfully jump like calves.”

Malachi told the people to be patient. God had not 
forgotten about them. Life was not easy, but if they 
served God and followed Him, they would be happy on 
the day when God would keep His promise to rescue His 
people.

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—
who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the 
Baptist, would call people to repent and get them ready for a 
final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
about a time they helped prepare for company coming over.
SAY • It’s important to prepare for someone who is coming 

to stay with you. You may even want to prepare a 
special meal. Today we’re going to hear that Malachi 
called God’s people to repent to prepare for the 
Messiah. This was no ordinary house guest! Let’s get 
ready to hear more. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Who Is It?” activity page. Kids 
will draw lines connecting the dots in numerical order to 
reveal a picture of John the Baptist telling people about 
Jesus.
SAY • In our story today, we will hear about a prophet who 

told God’s people about a messenger who would 
prepare people for the Messiah. Do you know who 
the messenger is? We will learn more about that 
soon.

• “Who Is It?” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Prepare the way
Invite the kids to draw pictures that represent reasons 
someone might not come to church. Then invite the kids to 
brainstorm ways to help people overcome those obstacles to 
attend church. Talk about ways we can try to prepare people 
to hear about Jesus. 
SAY • There are a lot of reasons people might choose not 

to come to church. We can invite people and try to 
make it easy for them to come, but some obstacles 
might still remain. In our story we’ll hear more about 
a messenger that Malachi prophesied about. This 
messenger was sent to prepare for Jesus’ arrival.

OPTION 2: Crazy directions
Create a sign with a large arrow on it. Instruct the class to 
stand on one side of the room. They must get to the other 
side, but they must follow the direction that the arrow is 
pointing. Continue directing them around the room by 
changing which way the arrow is pointing. After many 
twists and turns, let them reach the wall on the other side of 
the room. Play another round, but this time allow the kids 
to walk straight to the opposite wall with a straight path. 
SAY • Was it frustrating for you when I kept changing the 

direction of the arrow? In our story today, we’ll hear 
that Malachi prophesied about a messenger who 
would come from God. This messenger would point 
people to Jesus and help make their paths straight. 

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• markers

Suggested reasons: 
live too far away, 
too busy, too shy, 
and so forth.

• arrow sign
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a tool belt and safety glasses and 
carrying a hammer..]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! Boy, am I glad to see you kids. 

This house renovation project sure has been a huge 
job, and it’s been so nice to have your company as 
I work. Sometimes I get so focused on the details 
of the building project, that I lose sight of the big 
picture. Sometimes it’s helpful to take a step back 
and remember how all the different pieces will come 
together. Almost like working a giant jigsaw puzzle!

In our story today, God’s people needed a reminder 
of the big picture that God had planned for them. 
They had begun choosing sin again, so God sent a 
prophet to speak to them and guide them to obey 
God. God wanted them to be ready for the coming 
Messiah, and He spoke through the prophet Malachi 
to help prepare His people.   

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question has helped me 
understand our Bible stories these past few weeks. 
Who is in control of everything? Does anyone 
remember the answer? That’s right! God is in control 
of everything in heaven and on earth. God’s people 
had been through some pretty hard times, but no 
matter what, God was still in control. We might not 
always understand God’s plan or His timing, but 
we can trust that God is in control of everything in 
heaven and on earth.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We have learned a lot about the time when 

God’s people returned to their land after the exile. 
We know that God used Nehemiah to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls. Last week we heard that God’s 
people repented and promised to be faithful. As 
often happens, God’s people chose sin once more. 
They turned away from God and turned toward 
selfishness instead. In our story today we’ll learn that 
Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare 
for the Messiah.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Malachi. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Malachi the Prophet.”
LEADER • Have you ever been in the car with your parents 

and saw a sign that said, “Warning: Road Closed 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Malachi the 

Prophet” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Ahead”? Do you think it would be very smart to 
keep driving? Of course not! You would probably 
end up crashing your car because of a big hole in the 
road. Warning signs are meant to keep us safe and 
help us make the right choice about what to do. 

The Bible has warnings too. God loves us and 
wants us to make choices that honor Him. The Book 
of Malachi contains lots of warnings. People were 
sinning and had turned their backs on God. In this 
short book, God warned the people that a day was 
coming when He would judge them for their sin. He 
was essentially telling them that they faced danger 
ahead. It was time to stop and turn around—to turn 
back to God. 

Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare 
for the Messiah. God sent a prophet to point out 
the people’s sin because He loved them. God knew 
that the way His people were living was hurting 
them. Their hearts did not fully love Him. God 
knows what is best for us; He is best for us! He wants 
to restore our broken, sinful hearts and bring us back 
to Him. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who 

told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, 
John the Baptist, would call people to repent and get 
them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus 
would bring good news of salvation. Four hundred 
years would go by between the last words of Malachi 
and the beginning of the New Testament. The next 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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time God spoke directly to people, it would be 
through angels proclaiming the births of two special 
babies. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 18, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about people they know who may not 
love Jesus. How can we share the gospel with our friends 
and family?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Malachi called God’s people to repent 
and prepare for the Messiah. God told the Hite 
family to go to Taiwan and tell people about Jesus—
who is the Messiah! Living in another country isn’t 
always easy. The Hites have to make new friends, 
get to know new teachers and neighbors, and try 
different foods! Let’s listen as Logan Hite describes 
living in Taiwan.

Show the “Hey from Logan Hite” missions video. Lead kids 
to pray for the requests Logan mentioned.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Peter 5:10. Then sing “The God of All Grace.”
LEADER • It’s not easy to be holy. Sometimes we have to 

make hard choices. The rest of the world may hate 
us because we love Jesus. But God promises that our 
suffering for the sake of the gospel will be worth it. 
He will restore, establish, strengthen, and support 
us. God is the One to sustain us and help us live for 
Him.

• “Unit 18, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Hey from Logan 
Hite” missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The God of All Grace” 

song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God wants us to worship Him with our whole 
hearts. He is always faithful and deserves all our 
praise. Let’s sing to Him together now. 

Sing together “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we want to give our lives to You. We want 

to worship You and glorify You with everything we 
do, say, and think. Forgive us for the times when we 
haven’t loved You with our whole hearts. Restore us 
to the joy of our salvation. Remind us of Your great 
love for us. Please turn our hearts toward You alone. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the key passage on a dry erase board prior to the 
session. Place sticky notes over half of the words. Go 
through the key passage word by word with the kids, 
allowing the kids to raise their hands if they know the next 
word that is covered. If they need help encourage them to 
find the verse in their Bibles for help.
SAY • Great job memorizing our key passage. Why do you 

think it’s important to memorize God’s Word? [Give 
kids an opportunity to answer.] When we memorize 
Scripture, we have God’s perfect Word with us at all 
times. We can be prepared for any spiritual battles, 
and fight temptation with truth. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find the Book of 
Malachi. Explain that Malachi is a minor prophet in the 
Old Testament. It is the last book of the Old Testament, 
and there were 400 years in between the prophecies of 
Malachi and the prophet John the Baptist. That means 
God’s people did not have any prophetic messages from 
God for 400 years!

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board
• marker
• sticky notes
• Bibles

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who was the last prophet in the Old Testament? 

(Malachi)
2. What kind of sacrifices were the people offering? 

(They brought lame or sick animals, Mal. 1:8)
3. God promised that when the Messiah comes the 

righteous would jump like what kind of animal? 
(calves, Mal. 4:2)

4. Why was God so unhappy with the people’s 
sacrifices? Guide the kids to see that God’s people were 
going through the motions of worship, but their hearts 
were not in it. By offering sick and lame animals, they 
communicated that they did not believe God deserved 
their best. They were trying to save their best animals for 
themselves. God always deserves our best. 

5. When is it easy to obey God? When is it difficult to 
obey Him? Guide kids to see that obedience is easier 
when our hearts are full of love for God and those 
around us love Him too. Help them see that obedience 
can be difficult when we are surrounded by people who 
do not love God. But God promises to be with us and 
strengthen us. He promises that the reward will be great 
for our obedience. 

6. What can we do when we realize that we are living in 
sin? When we confess our sin to God, we can ask Him 
to restore us. Jesus had paid the price for our sin once 
and for all, so we can have forgiveness through Him. 

SAY • God’s people had grown lazy. It would have been 
better if they locked up the temple so the people 
couldn’t make empty sacrifices. God wants us to 
worship Him out of love. Malachi called God’s 
people to repent to prepare for the Messiah.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Gift school supplies
Provide crayons, markers, and stickers for kids 

to decorate gift bags. When finished, ask kids to wrap 
new school supplies in tissue paper and place them in the 
gift bags. Make plans to donate the supplies to a class of 
kids with special needs in your church or a school in your 
community. If possible, contact the teacher from the class 
ahead of time to know which specific classroom supplies the 
students need most.
SAY • We’ve been learning about the Hite family, who are 

missionaries in Taiwan. They have three children 
with special needs, and they work with other kids 
who have special needs. We can serve kids around us 
and show them the love of Jesus by bringing them 
supplies they need and by being friends with them.

If possible, plan to deliver the supplies with your kids and 
their families. Encourage interaction between your group 
and the children with special needs. Also consider holding 
a future party or event for them at your church or a nearby 
location.

OPTION 2: Follow the path
Make a path on the floor using carpet squares. Blindfold 
a kid and instruct him to follow the path you have made. 
He should be able to feel the difference if he steps off the 
path. Allow all the kids to take turns walking the path 
blindfolded. If kids are struggling to feel the difference 
between the floor and the carpet squares, allow the kids to 
remove their shoes and follow the path. 
SAY • Was it easy to stay on the path wearing the blindfold? 

It’s hard to know where you’re going when you can’t 

• crayons and markers
• stickers
• white gift bags
• school supplies

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• carpet samples
• blindfolds
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see the road in front of you. Malachi called God’s 
people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. 
Malachi prophesied that another messenger would 
prepare the way for Jesus to come. This messenger 
was John the Baptist, and he would be the last 
prophet before Jesus. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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