
unit_head

head1
outline nested

outline_centered

head1
body_no_indent

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214

Unit 18 • Session 4

Unit 18 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Malachi

STORY POINT:  
Malachi called God’s people to 

repent to prepare for the Messiah.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? 
God is in control of everything in 

heaven and on earth.

Malachi the 
Prophet
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had 
returned to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome opposition to 
rebuild the temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would 
restore them … finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced 
drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like 
God had blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping 
his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still care? It wasn’t long until 
God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to their exile 
in the first place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse 
of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working out His divine 
plan of redemption, and He never gave up on them. God sent a message 
to His people through the prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s 
people approximately 100 years after the end of the Babylonian captivity. 
Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing 
didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed His people’s sin and made 
clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed to repent and 
turn back to God. “But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s prophecy; God 
did not communicate to His people. This period brings us to the New 
Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last prophet before 
Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope 
to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!”
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people had returned to the promised land, and they 
were ready for God to bless them. The people waited, but nothing 
happened. Sometimes their lives were hard, and they wondered if 

God really loved them. The people became lazy in how 
they worshiped God.

God loved His people, and He 
wanted them to be holy. He wanted 

them to obey Him completely. 
So God sent a message to His 

people through the prophet 
Malachi (MAL uh kigh). God’s 
message told the people 
about their sins and called 
them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed 
God. They were supposed to 
lead the people in worship, 
but instead of offering God 

the best animal sacrifices, the 
priests offered animals that 

were stolen, lame, or sick. God 
said, “I’m not pleased. I will not 

accept your offerings.”
God also said to the priests, “It is your 

job to help people follow Me; they look to 
you for instruction. But you have turned them away 

from Me. You taught them wrong things.”
God warned the people that a day of judgment is coming when 

God will punish sin and reward righteousness. God said, “I am 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Ask questions: 
Write review 
questions on index 
cards and pass them 
out to the kids. After 
the story, invite 
each kid to read the 
question and share 
the answer.

• Vary your tone: 
When speaking 
dialogue in the story 
from God, alter your 
voice so the kids can 
differentiate between 
God’s words and the 
rest of the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people had returned to the promised land, and they 
were ready for God to bless them. The people waited, but nothing 
happened. Sometimes their lives were hard, and they wondered if 

God really loved them. The people became lazy in how 
they worshiped God.

God loved His people, and He 
wanted them to be holy. He wanted 

them to obey Him completely. 
So God sent a message to His 

people through the prophet 
Malachi (MAL uh kigh). God’s 
message told the people 
about their sins and called 
them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed 
God. They were supposed to 
lead the people in worship, 
but instead of offering God 

the best animal sacrifices, the 
priests offered animals that 

were stolen, lame, or sick. God 
said, “I’m not pleased. I will not 

accept your offerings.”
God also said to the priests, “It is your 

job to help people follow Me; they look to 
you for instruction. But you have turned them away 

from Me. You taught them wrong things.”
God warned the people that a day of judgment is coming when 

God will punish sin and reward righteousness. God said, “I am 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Ask questions: 
Write review 
questions on index 
cards and pass them 
out to the kids. After 
the story, invite 
each kid to read the 
question and share 
the answer.

• Vary your tone: 
When speaking 
dialogue in the story 
from God, alter your 
voice so the kids can 
differentiate between 
God’s words and the 
rest of the story.

going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way 
before Me.” The messenger would have a very important 
job: to get the people ready for God’s promised Messiah.

Next, God talked about some of the wrong things the 
people were doing. “You are robbing Me!” God said. The 
people were not offering to God a share of their wealth. 
But everything they had was a gift from God. “Bring a 
tenth of your wealth to Me,” God said. “And test Me! See if 
I will not give you even more blessings—more than you can 
count!”

Some of the people were saying things about God that 
weren’t true. “It is useless to serve God,” the people said. 
“People who live however they want to are better off than 
we are.”

But other people did honor God, and God noticed 
them. “They will be Mine,” God said. “I will have 
compassion on them.”

He said, “A day is coming when everyone who is wicked 
will be destroyed. But those who honor Me will go out and 
playfully jump like calves.”

Malachi told the people to be patient. God had not 
forgotten about them. Life was not easy, but if they 
served God and followed Him, they would be happy on 
the day when God would keep His promise to rescue His 
people.

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—
who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the 
Baptist, would call people to repent and get them ready for a 
final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for 

the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss what it takes 
to get ready for guests to stay at their house. How does their 
family prepare to make them feel welcome? Why is being 
prepared important?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “A Messenger” on the activity page. 
Kids should complete the maze from Malachi to John the 
Baptist and then to Jesus.
SAY • The maze you completed involved a few different 

people. You started at Malachi, and then passed 
by John the Baptist; finally, you finished the maze 
at Jesus. Today we are going to learn how Malachi 
prepared the way for John the Baptist, and John the 
Baptist prepared the way for Jesus.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Map it out
Instruct kids to create a map of their neighborhood. 

• “A Messenger” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• large pieces of paper
• markers or colored 

pencils
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Encourage them to mark special places, like their favorite 
playground, their friends’ houses, or their school. Guide 
them draw paths from their home to the other destinations. 
Invite volunteers to share their maps with the class.
SAY • A map helps us get from one point to the next. It 

shows us which way to go and helps us recognize our 
final destination.

Today we are going to learn about a messenger 
whom God sent to help His people stay focused 
on where He wanted them to go and what He had 
planned for them. This messenger helped them get 
ready for Jesus.

OPTION 2: Help or hinder
Blindfold a volunteer. Spin him around three times and 
then challenge him to walk across the room, but do not give 
him any more instructions. (Walk alongside for safety.)

After he stumbles around, bring him back to the starting 
point. Again, instruct him to walk to the other side of 
the room, this time giving detailed instructions of which 
direction to move in. Allow other volunteers to take a turn.
SAY • Which way was easier to do what I asked—when I let 

you wander around the room with no directions or 
when I gave you careful, detailed directions?

Today we are going to learn about some priests 
in the Bible who disobeyed God and did not lead 
His people well. God sent a messenger to set them 
straight.

Transition to teach the story

• blindfold
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a flannel shirt, tool belt, and hard hat.]
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone! I’m [your name], and 

this is Fix it Up! The last episode of a project is 
often bittersweet, but I’m excited to look back on 
where we were and see how far we’ve come. You’ll 
remember, we called this house the “Alarm House” 
because it was absolutely alarming that it was even 
still standing! Today, we are going to show the final 
outcome of all of the hard work our team has put 
into taking a worn down house and turning it into a 
beautiful home for a family to enjoy.

This project took a long time and required a lot 
of hard work. It would have been easy to give up or 
cut corners. But it is important to follow the plans 
exactly and do things the right way. Even a restored 
house can fall back into disrepair if homeowners 
don’t work to maintain it.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for 

the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.
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Today you’ll learn about a time when the Jewish 
people grew lazy in their worship. They had been 
waiting on God a long time and began to doubt that 
He really loved them. We will see that just like we 
had a plan for the restoration of this house, God had 
a plan to turn His people back to Him.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, it’s time for our big picture question! 
Do you all remember the question we have been 
answering the past few weeks? Who is in control 
of everything? God is in control of everything in 
heaven and on earth. Even when it seems like God 
is silent, He has a plan and is in complete control.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • A few weeks back, we learned that the walls and 

gates around Jerusalem had been destroyed and that 
God’s people were in danger from their enemies. 
Nehemiah went to Jerusalem, and God used 
Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. Fifty-two 
days later, the walls were completed and the people 
celebrated! Ezra read God’s Word, and the people 
recognized their sin. God’s people repented and 
promised to be faithful.

God told the Jewish people that He would bless 
them, but time passed and the people began to 
doubt. God sent Malachi to remind His people that 
God keeps His promises. Malachi said that God is 
faithful. Listen closely to Malachi’s story.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Malachi. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Malachi the Prophet.”
LEADER • In today’s story, the Jewish people wanted God to 

bless them when they thought He should bless them, 
but God knows what is best and knows exactly when 
to bring about blessings in our lives.

The Jewish people grew impatient and made 
wrong choices. Do you remember some of the 
wrong choices they made? (They grew lazy in their 
worship, doubted God’s love, and offered sick animals 
as sacrifices.) When we do not trust God, we are 
tempted to make sinful choices.

But God still showed compassion. He loved His 
people and wanted them to follow Him. God sent 
them a messenger named Malachi, and Malachi 
reminded them of God’s character.

What are some things that Malachi told them? (Be 
patient, God has not forgotten you, God will come to 
rescue His people.) Malachi called God’s people to 
repent to prepare for the Messiah.

Ultimately, Malachi reminded the Jewish people 
that they can trust God, even when they do not hear 
His voice or see Him moving. We can trust God, 
even when He seems silent.

Christ connection
LEADER • Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who 

told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, 
John the Baptist, would call people to repent and get 

• Bibles
• “Malachi the 

Prophet” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
213 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.
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them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus 
would bring good news of salvation. Malachi, John 
the Baptist, and Jesus Christ all remind us that God 
keeps His promises and that He is trustworthy. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 18, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what they can do if a friend 
or family member doesn’t believe in God. Guide them to 
discuss ways they can show God’s love to their friends and 
family members.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Malachi called God’s people to repent 
and prepare for the Messiah. God told the Hite 
family to go to Taiwan and tell people about Jesus—
who is the Messiah! Living in another country isn’t 
always easy. The Hites have to make new friends, 
get to know new teachers and neighbors, and try 
different foods! Let’s listen as Logan Hite describes 
living in Taiwan.

Play the “Hey from Logan Hite” missions video. Lead kids 
to pray for the requests Logan mentioned.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Peter 5:10.
LEADER • Our key passage reminds us that God has 

promised to restore, establish, strengthen, and 
support us. God keeps His promises. God has a 
purpose and a plan for our lives. This verse also tells 
us that our life will have suffering and hard times.

• “Unit 18, Session 4” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Hey from Logan 
Hite” missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The God of All Grace” 

song
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In today’s story, the Jewish people questioned 
whether God loved them because they did not hear 
His voice. We can still trust that God keeps His 
promises, even when life is hard or it seems like God 
is silent.

Remind kids that God speaks to us through His Word. 
Then lead boys and girls in singing “The God of All Grace.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud James 1:2-3.
LEADER • Even when we face trials and difficult times like 

God’s people in the Book of Malachi, we can still 
find joy in Jesus. We can praise God during good 
times and bad times because no matter what we are 
going through, God’s character does not change. He 
is always faithful.

Sing together “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are faithful. When we are going 

through trials, we can trust You. Your character does 
not change. We confess that like the people in the 
story today, we can grow lazy in our worship of You. 
Thank You for never leaving us. Even though we 
cannot see You, You are there. Help us trust You and 
follow You closely. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for 

the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Direct kids to stand in a circle. Display the key passage 
poster. Lead kids in reading aloud 1 Peter 5:10.

Give one kid a ball of yarn. She should say the first word 
of the verse, hold the end of the yarn, and then toss the yarn 
ball to another kid. The next kid will catch it, say the next 
word, pinch the yarn between his fingers, and then toss the 
ball to someone else. Continue forming a web until kids say 
the entire key passage.
SAY • Each time you said part of the verse, you passed the 

yarn onto another kid. Now look at the web! When 
we share Scripture with one another, it might not feel 
like a big deal, but it can have a big impact. God has 
called us to be in relationship with Him, and He will 
continue to restore and fix His people.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to the Book of Malachi. Explain that Malachi the prophet 
wrote the Book of Malachi. The name Malachi means “my 
messenger.” God sent Malachi to remind His people that 
God still loved them and expected them to obey Him. 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball of yarn

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Choose a volunteer to read aloud Malachi 3:17-18.
SAY • God’s people made wrong choices and became lazy 

in their worship, but God still loved them and cared 
for them. God showed compassion, treating them 
with kindness even though they did not deserve it. 
Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare 
for the Messiah. God also shows us kindness, even 
though we do not deserve it.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why do you think the people offered God their sick 

animals instead of their healthy animals? Point out 
that we sometimes try to make shortcuts to obey God 
because we don’t trust Him like we should or we act 
selfishly. But God wants us to obey Him completely, 
offering Him our very best. The people were supposed 
to make a sacrifice to worship God, but they gave Him 
their leftovers instead of their best. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Sam. 15:22.) 

2. What does it mean to sacrifice something? Help kids 
recall that to sacrifice means offering God our very best 
of everything. The people in the story were supposed to 
be making a sacrifice to worship God. Sacrifice expresses 
love, thanksgiving, or the need for forgiveness; and 
sacrifice often comes at great cost to ourselves. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 51:16-17.)

3. What is something you can give to God this week? 
Encourage the kids to think beyond belongings, such as 
toys, and to think about sacrificing time or effort. For 
example, they may give God 10 minutes a day to read 
the Bible and pray. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 12:1-2.)

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Missions collection
Invite kids to wrap new school supplies in tissue 

paper and decorate gift bags. Plan to bring the supplies to a 
special needs class in your church or at a nearby school.
SAY • We’ve been learning about the Hite family, who are 

missionaries in Taiwan. They have three children 
with special needs, and they work with other kids 
who have special needs. We can serve kids around us 
and show them the love of Jesus by bringing them 
supplies they need and by being their friends.

Option: If possible, plan to deliver the supplies with your 
kids and their families. Encourage interaction between your 
group and the children with special needs. Also consider 
holding a future party or event for them at your church or a 
nearby location.

OPTION 2: Make the bed relay
Set up an air mattress but leave the sheets, blankets, and 
pillows folded to the side. Form teams of three or four kids. 
Give each team a chance to make the bed as fast as possible 
while you time them. The team with the fastest time wins.
SAY • When an overnight guest comes over, we prepare a 

bed for him. What other things do we do to prepare 
for guests? Today’s Bible story reminds us to always 
be prepared for whatever God asks of us.

The Jewish people became lazy and in how they 
worshiped. God sent Malachi to prepare the way. 
Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare 
for the Messiah. Malachi was a messenger—a 
prophet—who told God’s people to repent. Malachi 
also told about another messenger God would send. 

• new school supplies
• white paper bags
• crayons
• stickers
• tissue paper

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• air mattress
• air pump
• bedsheets
• blanket
• pillow
• watch or timer 

(optional)

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.
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This messenger, John the Baptist, would call people 
to repent and get them ready for a final Messenger, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for having compassion on us. Ask Him to 
help kids obey Him completely in everything He asks. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “The Next Letter” 
on the activity page. Kids should decode the message. 

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “The Next Letter” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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