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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 192

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Unit 18 • Session 3

Unit 18 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Nehemiah 8–13

STORY POINT:  
God’s people repented and 

promised to be faithful.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? God is 
in control of everything in heaven and 

on earth.

God’s People 
Repented
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More than 50 years 
after the first group of exiles returned to Jerusalem and completed and 
dedicated the temple, Ezra led a second group back to Jerusalem.

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—granting 
him favor with the Persian king. The king gave Ezra permission to go to 
Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with a letter and access to resources to ensure 
safe travel. (See Ezra 7:11-26.)

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had spent 70 years 
in exile, and they needed to be reminded how to live. As a scribe, Ezra was 
an expert on the law of Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to 
study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances 
in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls. 
They gathered together at the Water Gate to hear the law of Moses. Men, 
women, and children—anyone who could understand—came to listen to 
the reading of God’s Word.

From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book of the law of 
Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform where everyone could see and 
hear him. Ezra opened the book of the law, and everyone stood up. The 
Levites helped the listeners understand the words of the law. The people 
reacted strongly to hearing and understanding the law of Moses. Verse 9 
says the people wept. The law revealed their sin, and they repented.

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how short we fall of 
meeting God’s standard. As you teach kids, help them recognize that we 
cannot meet God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to obey 
the law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in Him for salvation.
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God’s People Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

The walls around Jerusalem were finished—at last! With God’s 
help, the people finished rebuilding the walls and the city gates in 
just 52 days. All the people in Jerusalem gathered together early in 

the morning at one of the city gates. Men, women, and 
children—anyone who could understand—

came to listen to the reading of God’s 
Word.

As the sun was just coming 
up, Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest 

brought out the book of the 
law of Moses that God had 
given to His people. God’s 
words were written on a 
scroll. Ezra stood on a high 
wooden platform and began 
to read.

Ezra read the law for 
hours, and all the people 

listened carefully. The people 
stood up; they had respect for 

God’s Word. Ezra praised God, 
and the people lifted up their 

hands.
“Amen! Amen!” they said. The people 

in the crowd bowed down with their faces to 
the ground, and they worshiped God.

Some of the leaders there—the Levites (LEE vights)—explained 
the law to the people and helped them understand the words Ezra 
read. As the people heard the words of the law, they began to cry. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use another 
language: Invite 
someone from your 
church to tell the 
Bible story in a 
different language. 
Ask the kids if they 
understood. Point 
out that the Levites 
explained God’s Word 
to the people who 
were listening.

• Copy body 
movements: 
Follow the cues of the 
people in the story. 
When you say the 
people stood up, lead 
kids to stand. When 
the story says they 
lifted their hands, lift 
your hands.

The BIBLE Story
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God’s People Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

The walls around Jerusalem were finished—at last! With God’s 
help, the people finished rebuilding the walls and the city gates in 
just 52 days. All the people in Jerusalem gathered together early in 

the morning at one of the city gates. Men, women, and 
children—anyone who could understand—

came to listen to the reading of God’s 
Word.

As the sun was just coming 
up, Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest 

brought out the book of the 
law of Moses that God had 
given to His people. God’s 
words were written on a 
scroll. Ezra stood on a high 
wooden platform and began 
to read.

Ezra read the law for 
hours, and all the people 

listened carefully. The people 
stood up; they had respect for 

God’s Word. Ezra praised God, 
and the people lifted up their 

hands.
“Amen! Amen!” they said. The people 

in the crowd bowed down with their faces to 
the ground, and they worshiped God.

Some of the leaders there—the Levites (LEE vights)—explained 
the law to the people and helped them understand the words Ezra 
read. As the people heard the words of the law, they began to cry. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use another 
language: Invite 
someone from your 
church to tell the 
Bible story in a 
different language. 
Ask the kids if they 
understood. Point 
out that the Levites 
explained God’s Word 
to the people who 
were listening.

• Copy body 
movements: 
Follow the cues of the 
people in the story. 
When you say the 
people stood up, lead 
kids to stand. When 
the story says they 
lifted their hands, lift 
your hands.

The law was God’s rules for living, and the people had 
disobeyed God. They realized they had sinned.

Ezra, the Levites, and Nehemiah (nee huh MIGH uh) 
the governor said, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God. Do not be sad or cry.” Even though the people’s sin 
made them sad, this was a happy day.

Then Ezra said to them, “Go home and prepare a 
feast! Eat rich food and drink sweet drinks. Share what 
you have prepared with those who have nothing prepared.” 
And again Ezra said, “Today is holy to the Lord our 
God. This is not a day to be sad because the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”

The people obeyed Ezra. They prepared a feast. They 
were glad because they understood the words of the law that 
were explained to them.

Nehemiah led God’s people to repent and confess 
their sin. They agreed to worship only God and 
promised to obey Him.

Christ Connection: God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra 
read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed their 
ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the power to change 
our hearts.

189The People Restored

005813037_v6_YoungerKidsLeaderGuide.indb   189 5/17/19   9:57 AM

© 2019 LifeWay© 2019 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
option_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people repented and promised to be faithful.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
some things that bring them joy.
SAY • A lot of things make us happy. Spending time 

with friends, playing a fun game, or getting to go 
somewhere special are all things that bring happiness 
to our lives. God is the ultimate source of our joy, 
and the Bible says that the joy of the Lord is our 
strength. We’ll hear more about that in our story. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Turned to Joy” activity page. 
Kids will change one letter at a time to transform the word 
SAD into the word JOY.
SAY • The Bible teaches that God is able to turn our sadness 

into joy. We know that He is in control of all things, 
which means He can use even sad situations to 
glorify Himself and bless us. In our story today, we 
will hear about a time God’s people were very sad, 
but God wanted them to celebrate instead.

• “Turned to Joy” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Party hats
Provide a sheet of construction paper to each kid. Help the 
kids draw a large circle on their papers. You may choose to 
use sturdy paper plates as templates for kids to trace around. 
Allow the kids to decorate their sheets inside the circles they 
drew. Instruct the kids to cut our their circles, and then 
cut a slit from the edge of the circle to the center. Form the 
slitted circles into cone shapes by overlapping the two sides 
of the circle and tapping them in place. 
SAY • Today we will hear about a time God’s people had a 

big party. What do you think they might have been 
celebrating? We’ll hear more in our Bible story. 

OPTION 2: How would you respond?
Read different scenarios. Kids will draw a face on a small 
dry erase board to represent how they would feel. They 
may hold up their pictures for everyone to see. Invite kids 
explain why they picked that emotion. 

Suggested scenarios: getting a cool gift for your birthday; 
getting sick during a day off from school, finding out your 
pet is sick; your best friend coming over to spend the night; 
finding a five dollar bill in your pocket; waking up from a 
nightmare; and so forth. 
SAY • In our story, the Israelites heard the Word of God 

read. It made them cry because they realized that 
they had sinned against God. God’s people repented 
and promised to be faithful, and Ezra told them 
that it was a happy day. They could celebrate because 
of how faithful God had been to them.

Transition to teach the story

• colored construction 
paper, 1 sheet per kid

• scissors
• markers
• tape
• sturdy paper plates 

(optional) 

• small dry erase 
boards

• dry erase markers
• erasers
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a tool belt and safety glasses and 
carrying a hammer.]
LEADER • Hey, friends! It’s so great to see you again. Thanks 

for joining me to help with this renovation project. 
It’s a lot of hard work, but I know it’s going to pay 
off in the end. My house is going to be so inviting 
and such a wonderful place to entertain and care 
for people. I can’t wait to host a party for all my 
neighbors and friends. I love having parties. It’s so 
fun to prepare delicious snacks and decorate. Do you 
like having parties? What are some of your favorite 
things to eat at a party?

That reminds me of our Bible story for today. We’ll 
learn that God’s people repented and promised to 
be faithful. Then they had a huge feast to celebrate 
God’s goodness to them!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• hammer

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people repented and promised to be faithful.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question is, who is in control 
of everything? God is in control of everything in 
heaven and on earth. It’s a good thing that God is 
in control! He knows what is best for us and for the 
world He has created. We can trust Him to lead us 
into good things. As you listen to the story try to 
think about how God is in control.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We have been learning about the time when 

God’s people were in exile in Babylon and when 
God allowed them to return to Jerusalem. We have 
learned that God made Esther a queen to protect 
His people. Several years later, God brought His 
people out of exile and helped them to return to 
their own land. God used Nehemiah to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls. Today we are going to hear about 
when God’s people repented and promised to be 
faithful.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8–13. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “God’s People 
Repented.”
LEADER • When Ezra read the Word of God to the people 

it was as if he was holding up a mirror for all the 
people. As they listened to the laws that God had 
given to His people, they realized they had disobeyed 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “God’s People 

Repented” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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God. Their sin made them very sad. How do you 
feel when you know you have done something 
wrong? God’s people repented and promised to 
be faithful. They wanted to obey God because they 
loved Him.

One part of the story that might have been 
surprising was Ezra’s response to the people’s sadness. 
Ezra told the people not to be sad, but to celebrate 
instead. You see, feeling sad about sin is normal, 
and often that is the right way to feel. But when we 
know we have sinned, and we repent, we can also feel 
joy knowing that God has forgiven us and loves us. 
When we repent, God is ready to make us new and 
give us clean hearts. That is wonderful news!

When we repent and trust in Jesus, we’re adopted 
into God’s family! We don’t need to feel guilty or 
ashamed of our sin, because God takes our sin away. 
We will still feel sad sometimes, but we can also take 
comfort in God’s goodness to us. Now, we obey God 
out of our deep love for Him. We know that we are 
imperfect and we will still choose sin sometimes, but 
because of Jesus we are forgiven and set free from sin. 

Christ connection
LEADER • God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s 

Word, the people loved God more and changed their 
ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is 
God who came to live with people on earth. Jesus has 
the power to change our hearts.

That reminds me of our big picture question. Who 
is in control of everything? God is in control of 
everything in heaven and on earth. God has the 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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power to change our hearts. That’s not something 
that we can do on our own. We are completely 
dependent on God to be at work in us and to give us 
faith in Him. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 18, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about confessing our sins. Guide 
them to discuss why God wants us to tell Him that we are 
sorry. Why is it hard to admit when you’ve done something 
wrong?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Today, we learned that God’s people 
repented and promised to be faithful. God uses His 
people’s faithfulness in big ways. Taiwan Sunshine 
is a school where kids with special needs learn and 
grow. Sometimes in Taiwan, special needs are only 
seen as a struggle, but the Hite family and workers 
at Taiwan Sunshine teach the kids that they are a 
beautiful part of God’s story of faithfulness.

Show the “Taiwan Sunshine” missions video. Pray for the 
Hite family and the kids at Taiwan Sunshine.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Peter 5:10. Then sing “The God of All Grace.”
LEADER • God has shown us incredible grace. We are 

sinners who deserve punishment, but God poured 
out punishment on Jesus instead of us. What a gift 
that is! Our key passage reminds us that we are called 
into eternity with Christ. One day we will see Jesus 

• “Unit 18, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Taiwan Sunshine” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The God of All Grace” 

song
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face to face. We will worship at the throne of God 
forever and ever. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Psalm 115:1 says, “Not to us, Lord, not to us, 
but to your name give glory because of your faithful 
love, because of your truth.” We worship God 
because He alone deserves our praise. He has shown 
Himself to be faithful to us again and again. Let’s 
stand and sing to Him now. 

Sing together “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we are so thankful for Your Word. You have 

shown us who You are and what You are like within 
the pages of the Bible. It’s such a gift that we are able 
to read it and know You better. We pray that as we 
read Your Word, we would be changed. Transform 
us into the image of Jesus. Help us to love You more 
each day, and may our obedience flow out of our love 
for You. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
STORY POINT: God’s people repented and promised to be faithful.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Distribute paper, markers, and a 6-inch string to all the 
kids. Instruct them to write out the key passage on their 
piece of paper and then roll it up like a scroll. Kids can tie it 
with the string. 
SAY • Back in Ezra’s day, the Bible wasn’t bound all together 

as one big book like it is today. Instead they used 
lots of scrolls with God’s Word on them. However it 
is written, God’s Word encourages us today because 
it reminds us that God restores His people. Keep 
working to remember our key passage so you can 
always remember God’s faithfulness to us.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find 
Nehemiah 8–13. Remind the kids that the Book of 
Nehemiah is in the historical division of the Old Testament. 
Ask a volunteer to tell you which books come before and 
after Nehemiah. (Ezra before, Esther after) Remind kids that 
Nehemiah had led the people to rebuild the walls around 
Jerusalem. Ezra was a scribe who had devoted himself to 
studying and teaching God’s Word.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• markers
• string
• scissors

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who read God’s Word to all of the people? (Ezra, 

Neh. 8:2)
2. How did the people respond when they heard God’s 

words? (They cried, Neh. 8:9)
3. What did Ezra tell the people to do when they got 

home? (prepare a feast and share with their neighbors, 
Neh. 8:10)

4. Why do you think the people responded to the 
Word of God by crying? Guide the kids to see that the 
people realized that they had sinned against God. They 
had fallen short of what God had called them to, and 
they knew that they deserved to be punished. Their sin 
separated them from God and that made them very sad. 
(Isa. 59:2)

5. Why did God want the people to celebrate instead? 
God had been incredibly kind to His people. He restored 
them to their land and revealed their sin so they could 
repent and obey Him. His faithfulness was greater than 
their sin, and He wanted them to be happy about His 
goodness. Their celebration honored God’s work.

6. What can you do when you realize that you have 
sinned? Help kids understand that when we sin we 
must confess our sin and repent. Repent means to turn 
away from sin and turn to Jesus. God has shown us 
grace and has promised to forgive our sin when we come 
to Him with a repentant heart. (Acts 3:19)

SAY • God’s people repented and promised to be faithful. 
When we sin, we can repent and confess our sin to 
God. And just like the Israelites celebrated God’s 
faithfulness, we can celebrate because God has shown 
us mercy and grace!

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Pray for missionaries
Form two groups of kids. Give one group a sign 

labeled Hite Family. Give the other group a sign labeled 
Taiwan Sunshine. Explain that you will take time to pray for 
the Hite family and for their ministry at Taiwan Sunshine. 
SAY • Praying for missionaries is an important way that 

we can be a part of their ministry. The Hites live in 
Taiwan and have a unique ministry to children and 
families with special needs. They understand these 
challenges, and God is using them to share His love. 
Let’s discuss ways that we can pray for their family 
and for their ministry at Taiwan Sunshine.

Ask kids in each group to make a list of ways to pray for 
either the family or the ministry. Encourage them to discuss 
things they remember from the videos and missions lessons. 
Allow time for each group to share the requests they’ve 
written down and then take time to pray. Ask for volunteers 
from each group to say a prayer aloud.

OPTION 2: Expected outcomes
Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Set out jars 
of paint. Give each of the kids a large piece of paper and 
a paintbrush. Allow them to experiment mixing colors to 
make new colors.
SAY • Were you pretty confident that you knew which color 

you would get when you mixed yellow and blue 
together? Every time we mix those two colors, we get 
green. Depending on how much blue or yellow you 
use you might get a different shade, but it’ll always 
be green. We can know some things for certain. We 
can also have confidence that God is going to keep 

• paper
• marker

Tip: Tell parents 
that you will be 
gathering new 
crayons, colored 
pencils, and other 
small classroom 
supplies to bring 
to a special needs 
class. Kids will wrap 
the supplies for 
this mission project 
the following week.

• painting smocks
• washable paint
• large sheet of paper
• paintbrushes
• cups of water

Tip: Use washable 
markers for a lower 
prep, lower mess 
activity.
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His promises. He has promised to make a way out 
of sin for us, and He has done that through His Son, 
Jesus. We know that when we confess and repent of 
our sin He is faithful to forgive us. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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