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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 174

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 176

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 182

Unit 18 • Session 2

Unit 18 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Nehemiah 1–6

STORY POINT:  
God used Nehemiah to rebuild 

Jerusalem’s walls.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? God is 
in control of everything in heaven and 

on earth.

The Walls Rebuilt
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Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Nehemiah was a Jew living in Persia. He served as the king’s cupbearer. 
When the Persian Empire conquered the Babylonians, King Cyrus allowed 
God’s people to return to Judah. Two or three million Jews had originally 
been deported, but only a remnant—50,000 people—returned. They set up 
their homes and rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem.

But when God’s people faced opposition in rebuilding the rest of Jerusalem, 
they stopped. Some 70 years passed, and the walls and gates around the city 
were still ruined.

City walls and gates were very important in Bible times. Thick walls 
protected a city from its enemies and provided a sense of safety and security. 
Gates were the center of city life, the meeting place for commercial and 
social transactions. Without these structures, the surviving remnant of God’s 
people struggled and was vulnerable to attack.

Nehemiah traveled from Persia to Jerusalem to lead the effort in rebuilding 
Jerusalem’s walls. His leadership was effective. Nehemiah 3 describes all the 
people working together to rebuild the gates and walls. But it wasn’t long 
before Nehemiah met opposition from local governors. God’s people armed 
themselves and kept working. They completed the wall in just 52 days.

Note how their enemies reacted: “All the surrounding nations were 
intimidated and lost their confidence, for they realized that this task had 
been accomplished by our God” (Neh. 6:16).

Now God’s people were protected from their enemies. Help kids see that 
God provided the way for us to be protected from our enemies, sin and 
death: He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins. When we 
repent and trust in Jesus, He frees us from sin and death. We still sin, but we 
are no longer slaves to sin. (See Rom. 6:17-18.) We may die a physical death 
as a result of sin, but we have eternal life. (See John 11:25-26; Rom. 6:23.)

171The People Restored

005813037_v6_YoungerKidsLeaderGuide.indb   171 5/17/19   9:57 AM

© 2019 LifeWay© 2019 LifeWay



head1 (Bible 
Story is char.style 
“head1a”

head 2
head 3

body_indent

The Walls Rebuilt
Nehemiah 1–6

God’s people had lived in Babylon for 70 years. Then King 
Cyrus, the king of Persia, took over Babylon and let them go home. 
Some of God’s people went home to Judah, but some of them stayed. 

Nehemiah (nee huh MIGH uh) stayed and worked for the 
king of Persia.

One day, some men came from 
Judah. Nehemiah asked, “How 

are God’s people doing in 
Jerusalem?” The men had bad 

news: “The people are in 
trouble. The walls around 
Jerusalem are broken down, 
and the gates have been 
burned down.”

Nehemiah cried. Then he 
prayed and fasted. The king 
noticed Nehemiah and asked, 
“What’s wrong? Why are you 

sad?” Nehemiah was afraid; 
no one was supposed to be sad 

around the king. Nehemiah said, 
“The city where my ancestors are 

from is in ruins, and the gates of the 
city have been burned down.”

The king sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah inspected the walls and led the people 

to start rebuilding the walls and gates. The workers put in doors, 
bolts, and bars. They cut stones and lifted them into place on the wall, 
and they filled in gaps and holes. All around the city, people worked 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Display 
a few simple tools 
and ask the kids to 
brainstorm what 
they could use them 
to build. Then lead 
kids to think about 
what it would take to 
build a wall around an 
entire city.

• Invite 
participation: 
Before you begin, give 
each kid a sticky note 
with a key word from 
the Bible story. Invite 
kids to place the 
sticky note on a focal 
wall when they hear 
their word.

The BIBLE Story
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The Walls Rebuilt
Nehemiah 1–6

God’s people had lived in Babylon for 70 years. Then King 
Cyrus, the king of Persia, took over Babylon and let them go home. 
Some of God’s people went home to Judah, but some of them stayed. 

Nehemiah (nee huh MIGH uh) stayed and worked for the 
king of Persia.

One day, some men came from 
Judah. Nehemiah asked, “How 

are God’s people doing in 
Jerusalem?” The men had bad 

news: “The people are in 
trouble. The walls around 
Jerusalem are broken down, 
and the gates have been 
burned down.”

Nehemiah cried. Then he 
prayed and fasted. The king 
noticed Nehemiah and asked, 
“What’s wrong? Why are you 

sad?” Nehemiah was afraid; 
no one was supposed to be sad 

around the king. Nehemiah said, 
“The city where my ancestors are 

from is in ruins, and the gates of the 
city have been burned down.”

The king sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah inspected the walls and led the people 

to start rebuilding the walls and gates. The workers put in doors, 
bolts, and bars. They cut stones and lifted them into place on the wall, 
and they filled in gaps and holes. All around the city, people worked 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Display 
a few simple tools 
and ask the kids to 
brainstorm what 
they could use them 
to build. Then lead 
kids to think about 
what it would take to 
build a wall around an 
entire city.

• Invite 
participation: 
Before you begin, give 
each kid a sticky note 
with a key word from 
the Bible story. Invite 
kids to place the 
sticky note on a focal 
wall when they hear 
their word.

side by side. Soon the wall was half as tall as it had once 
been!

Not everyone was happy that Jerusalem’s walls were 
being rebuilt. Some men who lived nearby were angry. 
God’s people kept working on the walls, but their 
enemies made a plan to attack them and stop their work. 
God’s people prayed and chose men to guard the walls all 
day and all night, but the people were discouraged. “Our 
enemies are everywhere,” they said.

Nehemiah reminded the people that God was with 
them. “Don’t be afraid. God is great and powerful!” 
Nehemiah said. “Be ready. If our enemies attack us, God 
will fight for us!” Enemies could threaten God’s people, 
but they could not make God’s people stop building. Their 
enemies were not in charge of rebuilding the wall; God was!

So God’s people went back to work. Some stood 
guard with weapons, and others worked on the wall. 
Some men worked with one hand and held a weapon in the 
other. They were always ready to fight, just in case.

Nehemiah was a wise and good leader for God’s people 
while they worked. In just 52 days, the wall was complete! 
The gates were repaired, and the wall was restored. When 
all of Jerusalem’s enemies heard that the wall had been 
rebuilt, they were afraid because they knew God was with 
His people.

Christ Connection: Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the 
walls around Jerusalem to protect them from their enemies. 
Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemy, sin and death. 
He died on the cross and rose from the dead to rescue everyone 
who trusts in Him.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Walls Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–6
STORY POINT: God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share 
about a time when they tried a new activity. Did anyone 
encourage and support them as they learned?
SAY • Sometimes when we try to accomplish something, we 

get a lot of encouragement from the people around 
us. Other times people might not be so encouraging. 
Today we’ll hear how Nehemiah encouraged the Jews 
to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem despite some 
pretty scary enemies who tried over and over to get 
them to quit. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Name that Gate” activity page. 
Instruct kids to use the picture clues to figure out the names 
of the different gates.
SAY • Some of those might seem like odd names for the 

gate into a city, but each is a name that was really 
used when Jerusalem’s walls and gates were rebuilt. 
We’ll learn more about that today.

• “Name that Gate” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

174 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 2

005813037_v6_YoungerKidsLeaderGuide.indb   174 5/17/19   9:57 AM

© 2019 LifeWay© 2019 LifeWay



Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: One-handed relay
Form two teams and instruct teams to line up on one side 
of the room next to a pile of adult-sized clothing for each 
team. Both piles must have the same amount of clothes. 
The first kid on each team will put on the clothing using 
only one hand before running to the other end and back. 
She will then use one hand to remove the adult clothes and 
give them to the next kid. The first team whose players 
complete the relay wins. 
SAY • Was it hard putting on the clothes with one hand? 

In our story we’re going to hear that the Jews rebuilt 
the walls of Jerusalem, sometimes using only one 
hand. We’ll find out what they were doing with other 
hands when we hear the Bible story. 

OPTION 2: Create something new
Provide a pile of clean recyclable materials for the kids and 
invite them to try to make something useful out of it. 
SAY • This pile of materials may have looked like trash at 

first, but you were able to create some really cool 
things out of it! In our story today we’ll learn that 
Nehemiah wanted to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
The walls had been completely destroyed in some 
places. Many people didn’t think it was possible 
to make the city safe again. We’ll find out what 
happened in a few minutes.

Transition to teach the story

• adult clothing 
(button-down shirt, 
pants, tie or scarf, 
blazer, and so forth)

• clean recyclable 
materials (cardboard 
boxes, egg cartons, 
paper towels rolls, 
newspaper, string, 
tape, so forth)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a tool belt and safety glasses and 
carrying a hammer.]
LEADER • Hey, friends! Glad to see you back this week. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do on my house today. 
Last week we talked about using blueprints to help 
us know how to build a house. It’s important to have 
a plan before you begin the work. Sturdy walls are 
also important when renovating a house. Walls keep 
rain, wind, animals, and bugs out of your house, but 
they also provide all the structural support for the 
roof! Weak walls mean a house that is unsafe from 
intruders, but also unsafe in general due to the risk of 
collapse.

Sturdy walls were important to God’s people too. 
Their walls weren’t house walls though, they were city 
walls. I have a story for you today about how God’s 
people, the Jews, had returned to Jerusalem after 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• hammer

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Walls Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–6
STORY POINT: God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.
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the exile in Babylon, but the city’s walls had been 
destroyed. The people needed new walls to protect 
them from enemies. They needed to rebuild those 
walls, and fast! Let’s hear more! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Last week we answered our big picture question. 
Who is in control of everything? We learned that 
God is in control of everything in heaven and on 
earth. That means that even when we face difficult 
or confusing situations, we can trust that God will 
work through them to glorify Himself and bless us. 
Nothing catches God off guard and all His plans 
succeed. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • The Jews, God’s people, had been taken into exile 

in Babylon for 70 years. At the end of that 70-year 
period, many Jews returned to Jerusalem to begin 
rebuilding the temple. Some Jews remained in Persia, 
including a young girl named Esther. Last week we 
learned that God made Esther a queen to protect 
His people. Esther stopped Haman’s evil plan to 
destroy the Jews living in Persia. Several years later a 
man named Nehemiah, the cupbearer to the Persian 
king, wanted to learn how his fellow Jews were doing 
in Jerusalem. That is where our story begins.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 1–6. Use the Bible 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Walls Rebuilt” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “The Walls Rebuilt.”
LEADER • Nehemiah had a special job that put him in 

close contact with the king of Persia. This is no 
coincidence! Because of that relationship with the 
king, Nehemiah was able to ask permission to return 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls. God uses even 
small details, like Nehemiah’s job, to make His plans 
happen. Who is in control of everything? God is in 
control of everything in heaven and on earth. 

Throughout this story, Nehemiah prayed. He 
prayed when he heard the news that Jerusalem was 
still in ruins. He prayed before he spoke with the 
king. He prayed as the work on the wall began and 
when their enemies threatened them. Nehemiah 
knew that the work could not be completed without 
God’s help, so he begged God again and again to 
help the people build. God answered Nehemiah’s 
prayer and blessed the people working on the wall. 
God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.

The Jews were God’s chosen people. God had set 
them apart to receive a blessing and to be a blessing 
to the rest of the world. This promise goes all the 
way back to Abraham when God told him that he 
would be the father of a great nation. God hadn’t 
forgotten this promise, and He was going to rebuild 
His people.

Christ connection
LEADER • Nehemiah dealt with some pretty intimidating 

enemies. They continued to try to provoke 
Nehemiah and the rest of the Jews, hoping they 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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would be too scared to finish the work on the wall. 
Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around 
Jerusalem to protect them from their enemies. Jesus 
came to protect us from our greatest enemy, sin and 
death. He died on the cross and rose from the dead 
to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 18, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think of ways God protects us today. Can 
you think of a time God protected you in the past?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the Hite family photo and point to each 
member of the family as you introduce him or her. Remind 
kids that the Hites are missionaries in Taiwan.
LEADER • Every family is unique in its own way. One thing 

that makes the Hite family unique is that three of the 
children have special needs. God loves everyone, and 
everyone is an image-bearer of God no matter what. 
God’s plan is to use everyone for His glory. In our 
Bible story, we learned that God used Nehemiah to 
rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. God will use each of us, 
just like the members of the Hite family, if we are 
obedient to Him.

Pray together for the Hites.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Peter 5:10. Then sing “The God of All Grace.”
LEADER • Our key passage comes from 1 Peter. Peter wrote 

this letter to Christians who had been scattered 

• “Unit 18, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Hite Family Photo” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The God of All Grace” 

song
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around the province of Asia due to persecution. 
Peter wrote to encourage them in their suffering, 
reminding them that God was still in control. We 
can take comfort in this verse too. No matter what 
kind of hard things we might face in our lives, we 
can believe that God is with us, and He is bigger 
than anything we could ever be afraid of. Who 
is in control of everything? God is in control of 
everything in heaven and on earth. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • No detail is too small for God, and no problem is 
too big for Him. No matter what we face, God is in 
control and will use our lives to glorify Himself and 
bless His people. 

Sing together “Always in Control (This I Know).”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we know that You are the great awe-

inspiring God who keeps His promises to those who 
love You. Thank You for Nehemiah and how You 
were at work through him to build the walls around 
Jerusalem. Help us to step out in faith this week and 
do the things You have called us to do too. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Always in Control 
(This I Know)” song

• Bible
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Walls Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–6
STORY POINT: God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything in heaven and on earth.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Provide craft sticks, markers, and masking tape. Help 
kids write the key passage on craft sticks. Then tape them 
together in the correct order. 
SAY • God helped the Jews rebuild the wall. They could not 

have done it on their own. The Lord strengthened 
His people for the work He had called them to do. 
Sometimes God calls us to do hard things too. It 
could be something small like talking to the new 
kid at school and making her feel welcome. Or it 
could be something big like moving overseas to be a 
missionary. Either way, God always helps us do the 
things He has called us to do. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find 
Nehemiah 1–6. Ask a volunteer to tell you if Nehemiah is 
the Old Testament or the New Testament. (Old Testament) 
Explain that this book is in the historical division of the 
Bible. It tells a true story that actually took place when 
the Jews returned to their homeland. Point out the city of 
Jerusalem on the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. (H5)

• Key Passage Poster
• craft sticks
• markers
• masking tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was Nehemiah’s job before coming back to 

Jerusalem? (He was the king’s cupbearer, Neh. 1:11)
2. What was the biggest challenge the Jews faced in 

rebuilding the walls? (Their enemies tried to intimidate 
them to make them stop, Neh. 4:1-4)

3. How many days did it take to rebuild the wall 
around Jerusalem? (52, Neh. 6:15)

4. Why do you think it was important to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem? Help the kids understand that a 
city’s walls and gates were important for the security of 
the people. Without walls they would be vulnerable to 
attack. 

5. Why do you think it is significant that the Jews 
were all working together? Explain that the people 
needed each other. They worked together and mutually 
encouraged one another along the way. As believers, God 
calls us to be united and work together for His kingdom. 
We need each other!

6. How can you be an encouragement to someone this 
week? Guide kids to think practically. Discuss ways 
they can cheer for their friends at sporting events, show 
kindness to their siblings, or help their parents by doing 
chores and obeying joyfully. Discuss why encouraging 
others is important and how it can demonstrate God’s 
love for people.

SAY • God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. 
Even though God was with His people while they 
rebuilt the walls, the work was still difficult. God 
doesn’t promise that our lives will be easy. He does 
promise that He will be with us and He will supply 
the strength we need each day. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Guess the object
Show kids the Hite family photo again. Ask kids 

if they know people who have special needs like Karis, 
Nathan, and Owen Hite. Be sensitive to kids in your group 
who have special needs or have family members with special 
needs. 
SAY • Sometimes people with special needs have to do 

things a little differently. For example, Nathan 
and Owen can’t speak with their mouths, but they 
communicate with special computers. The Hites help 
kids in Taiwan with special needs to know that God 
loves them and has a special plan for them.

Remind the group that we should be like Jesus in caring for 
and including people with special needs.

OPTION 2: A remnant remaining
Instruct everyone to stand in a circle. Read a list of criteria, 
one statement at a time. Kids who meet that criterion must 
keep standing, and those who don’t will sit down. Continue 
reading the statements until only one person remains 
standing. (Sample criteria: born in this city, owns a pet, 
has a brother, can play a musical instrument, is on a sports 
team, and so forth)
SAY • Two to three million Jews were taken into exile in 

Babylon. But only about 50,000 people returned 
to Jerusalem. That’s not very many! A remnant is a 
small remaining number of people. Do you think 
it surprised God that only 50,000 people were 
left of the nation of Israel? Of course not. Who 
is in control of everything? God is in control of 
everything in heaven and on earth. God was even 

• “Hite Family Photo” 
printable

Tip: Tell parents 
that you will be 
gathering new 
crayons, colored 
pencils, and other 
small classroom 
supplies to bring 
to a special needs 
class. Kids will wrap 
the supplies for 
this mission project 
in the coming 
weeks.

• paper
• pen
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in control over the number of Jews who returned 
to Jerusalem out of exile. He would work through 
those people to fulfill the promised blessing He had 
made to Abraham so many years earlier—sending the 
Messiah, Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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