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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 140

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 142

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

Unit 17 • Session 4

Unit 17 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Zechariah

STORY POINT:  
Zechariah said the  
Messiah is coming.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Jeremiah 29:11

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus 

perfectly reveals God the Father and 
fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Zechariah the 
Prophet
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Zechariah was a priest who had been born in Babylon. He had returned to 
Jerusalem with Zerubbabel. At this time, the prophet Haggai was bringing 
God’s message to His people. The Judean exiles were struggling to finish 
rebuilding God’s temple. In fact, several years had passed without progress 
on the temple when God called Zechariah to prophesy to His people.

Zechariah’s message was twofold: first, look back and remember the past. 
Second, look forward and prepare for the future. God wanted His people 
to learn from the mistakes of their parents and grandparents who had 
ignored the prophets’ warnings. Zechariah set out to encourage the people.

The Book of Zechariah is organized into eight visions, four messages, 
and two oracles. The visions Zechariah saw each symbolized something 
God would do—such as rebuild Jerusalem, judge Israel’s enemies, and 
remove national sin. (See Zech. 1–6.) A couple of years later, God spoke 
to Zechariah again. This time, God spoke four messages to respond to a 
question the people had about fasting. (Zech. 7:3)

In the last six chapters, Zechariah changed the subject to the future of God’s 
kingdom. Chapters 9–12 are rich with Messianic prophecy; the words 
are quoted often in the New Testament. Compare Zechariah 9:9 with 
John 12:15; Zechariah 11:13 with Matthew 27:9; and Zechariah 12:10 
with John 19:37.

As you teach kids about Zechariah, emphasize God’s promise: “A king is 
coming.” Zechariah’s visions were significant to the reality of God’s people 
at that time, but a greater reality awaited. Zechariah pointed to Jesus, 
the coming deliverer who would be struck and pierced to take away sin. 
God would deal with His people’s enemies. He would cleanse His people. 
“They will call on my name, and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are 
my people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is our God” (Zech. 13:9). Under 
the rule of King Jesus, our future is incredibly bright.
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Zechariah the Prophet
Zechariah

When God’s people stopped rebuilding God’s temple, God sent 
prophets to give His people a message. Zechariah (zek uh RIGH uh) 
was one of the prophets who told the people what God said.

This was God’s message: “Return to Me, and I will 
return to you.” God reminded the people 

about their parents and grandparents and 
great-grandparents. “The prophets 

told them to stop sinning, but 
they did not listen.” So God had 

punished the people for their 
sin. “Don’t be like them,” God 
said.

One night, God gave 
Zechariah some messages 
through visions. Zechariah 
saw eight visions; each was a 
different message from God 
about something that was 

going to happen. In the first 
vision, Zechariah saw a man 

riding on a red horse. Behind him 
were other horses. They had been 

patrolling the earth. Everything was 
calm and quiet. But soon the Lord would 

punish His enemies. The Lord’s house would 
be rebuilt, and His cities would be blessed again.

In the second vision, Zechariah saw four horns—these stood 
for Israel’s enemies. Zechariah also saw four craftsmen, who would 
defeat those enemies. Next, Zechariah saw a man going out to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Echo the story 
point: Invite the 
kids to listen closely 
as you tell the story. 
Each time you say 
the name Zechariah, 
challenge them to say 
today’s story point: 
“Zechariah said the 
Messiah is coming.”

• Incorporate art: 
Create signs with 
symbols for the 
eights visions God 
gave Zechariah. 
Distribute the signs 
among the kids. 
When you mention 
that vision during the 
story, instruct the kid 
holding that sign to 
stand up. 

The BIBLE Story
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Zechariah the Prophet
Zechariah

When God’s people stopped rebuilding God’s temple, God sent 
prophets to give His people a message. Zechariah (zek uh RIGH uh) 
was one of the prophets who told the people what God said.

This was God’s message: “Return to Me, and I will 
return to you.” God reminded the people 

about their parents and grandparents and 
great-grandparents. “The prophets 

told them to stop sinning, but 
they did not listen.” So God had 

punished the people for their 
sin. “Don’t be like them,” God 
said.

One night, God gave 
Zechariah some messages 
through visions. Zechariah 
saw eight visions; each was a 
different message from God 
about something that was 

going to happen. In the first 
vision, Zechariah saw a man 

riding on a red horse. Behind him 
were other horses. They had been 

patrolling the earth. Everything was 
calm and quiet. But soon the Lord would 

punish His enemies. The Lord’s house would 
be rebuilt, and His cities would be blessed again.

In the second vision, Zechariah saw four horns—these stood 
for Israel’s enemies. Zechariah also saw four craftsmen, who would 
defeat those enemies. Next, Zechariah saw a man going out to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Echo the story 
point: Invite the 
kids to listen closely 
as you tell the story. 
Each time you say 
the name Zechariah, 
challenge them to say 
today’s story point: 
“Zechariah said the 
Messiah is coming.”

• Incorporate art: 
Create signs with 
symbols for the 
eights visions God 
gave Zechariah. 
Distribute the signs 
among the kids. 
When you mention 
that vision during the 
story, instruct the kid 
holding that sign to 
stand up. 

measure Jerusalem, but the city could not be measured 
because it was too big for walls. Instead, the Lord would 
be a wall of fire around it.

In the fifth vision, Zechariah saw a solid gold 
lampstand, which showed how all the Lord’s plans would 
happen because of His Spirit. Then Zechariah saw a flying 
scroll, which was a curse on everyone who disobeyed God. 
In the seventh vision, a woman sat inside a basket. She 
represented the wickedness of those who worshiped false 
gods. She was lifted up and taken back to Babylon. In 
the eighth vision, Zechariah saw four chariots. Like the 
horses of the first vision, they would patrol the earth.

God told Zechariah to collect silver and gold from the 
people. “Use the gold and silver to make crowns,” He said, 
“and place them on the head of Joshua, the high priest.”

Joshua’s crowns meant that a special king was coming 
to bring peace for everyone. “Look, your King is coming 
to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey,” 
Zechariah said. God promised to bless His people and 
punish the rest of the nations for their sin. One day 
everyone will worship the Lord.

Christ Connection: God was going to help His people and 
give them a different kind of king. Jesus is the King who came 
and rode humbly on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. Because 
Zechariah’s prophecy came true in Jesus, we can have hope and 
forgiveness of sins when we trust in Jesus.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly 

reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive ask them to share 
with you situations when people make predictions (weather, 
science hypotheses, sports outcomes, and so forth). 
SAY • When it comes to weather or sports predictions, 

there’s no way to know for certain that our 
predictions will be accurate. When it comes to God’s 
Word, we know that every prophecy will be fulfilled. 
Today we’ll hear that Zechariah said the Messiah is 
coming, a prophecy that Jesus fulfilled. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Spot the Visions” activity page. 
Challenge the kids to find each of the hidden images in the 
Bible story picture.
SAY • In the Bible, God sometimes spoke to people through 

dreams or visions. Today we’ll learn that Zechariah 
had several visions that had specific meanings about 
things that would happen in the future. What do you 
think he might have seen in his visions?

• “Spot the Visions” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: “I had a dream that I could …”
Invite the kids to sit in a circle with one kid in the middle. 
Provide enough chairs for everyone in the circle but not the 
kid in the middle. The middle kid will say, “I had a dream 
that I could ____,” and state something that she is able to 
do, tie her shoe, play an instrument, or another activity. The 
kids around the circle who are able to do that activity will 
move to find another chair. The kid in the middle must sit 
in a chair that becomes empty. Whoever is left standing will 
be the next “dreamer” in the middle of the circle. 
SAY • Sometimes we have strange dreams about things that 

are impossible to actually do. Other times dreams are 
very realistic. Our story today includes some visions 
that Zechariah the prophet had. His visions seemed 
really bizarre, but they actually pointed to future 
events.

OPTION 2: Pin the king on the donkey
Print the “Donkey and King” printable and cut out the 
kings. Make small loops of tape to place on the back of each 
king. One by one, blindfold each kid, spin him around, and 
allow him to attempt taping a king to the donkey. The kid 
who gets the closest after each kid has had a turn wins. 
SAY • Zechariah prophesied about the coming Messiah by 

saying that Israel’s king would come into Jerusalem 
riding on a donkey. That doesn’t sound like a very 
grand entrance for a king. This exact prophecy was 
fulfilled when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Transition to teach the story

• chairs

• “Donkey and King” 
printable

• tape
• scissors
• blindfold
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters pulling a suitcase and wearing a travel pillow 
around his neck.]
LEADER • Hey, friends! Wow, it’s great to see you all again. 

I’ve been traveling so much these last few weeks, and 
it’s always so great to know I’ll have some familiar 
faces waiting to greet me at the airport when I 
get home. I have just returned from visiting my 
grandparents. I always love going to their house. I 
have so many memories from my childhood about 
that place. While I was there, my grandma pulled 
out some old family photo albums and showed me 
pictures of her when she was a little girl. She told me 
lots of stories from long ago. Sometimes it’s really 
neat to look back on where you’ve come from and 
think forward to where you’re heading. 

That actually reminds me of our Bible story today. 
It’s about a prophet named Zechariah. He helped 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• suitcase
• travel pillow

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly 

reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.
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remind the Israelites of their history; how they 
had forsaken God and God had punished them by 
sending them into exile in Babylon. But Zechariah 
also encouraged God’s people by sharing with them 
the hope they had in the coming Messiah. Let’s hear 
more!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We’ve been talking about our big picture question 
these past few weeks, and I bet everyone knows the 
answer by now. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? 
Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and fulfills 
what the prophets spoke. Zechariah prophesied 
about the coming Messiah, Jesus. Jesus is the 
ultimate fulfillment of everything that we read about 
in the Old Testament. He is a perfect Prophet for us 
because He shows us what God the Father is like. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • God’s people had been taken captive by the 

nation of Babylon for 70 years as punishment for 
their sin. The people had turned their backs on 
God, but God hadn’t turned His back on them. 
God remained faithful even when Israel was 
unfaithful to Him. At the end of the 70 years God 
kept His promise to bring His people home with 
instructions to rebuild the temple. God’s people 
rebuilt the temple to glorify God. Building wasn’t 
always easy and sometimes the people needed to be 
encouraged. God sent them Zechariah, a prophet 

• Giant Timeline
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who heard the word of the Lord and shared it with 
the people. Today we’ll learn that Zechariah said the 
Messiah is coming.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Zechariah. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Zechariah the 
Prophet.”
LEADER • Have you ever felt something was impossible? 

God’s people felt that way about finishing the 
temple. They’d been away from their home for 70 
years and now they were back in Jerusalem with this 
huge construction project. It was really hard work, 
and their enemies didn’t want them to succeed. Life 
had been hard for the people for a long time, so 
Zechariah’s message of encouragement came at just 
the right time. 

Zechariah reminded the Israelites of the sin 
that led to their exile in the first place. He also 
encouraged the people to not be like their ancestors 
who turned away from God. Zechariah said the 
Messiah is coming. God’s people had been waiting 
for generations for the promised Savior to come. 

In fact, God’s promise to send the Messiah goes 
all the way back to the garden of Eden. As the Lord 
was sending Adam and Eve away after they sinned, 
He promised that one day a Savior would come to 
destroy the serpent. This was the same Savior that 
Zechariah said was coming. This message gave the 
people great hope. Have you ever been discouraged 
and needed to hear some good news? That’s just what 

• Bibles
• “Zechariah the 

Prophet” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Zechariah did for the Israelites. 

Christ connection
LEADER • The people may have thought that the Savior was 

coming right away, but it would actually be another 
400 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem. When 
Jesus came to earth, He wasn’t the kind of king the 
people expected. They thought the promised Messiah 
would be a strong political leader. Instead Jesus was a 
humble King riding on a donkey. 

God was going to help His people and give them 
a different kind of king. Jesus is the King who came 
and rode humbly on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. 
Because Zechariah’s prophecy came true in Jesus, we 
can have hope and forgiveness of sins when we trust 
in Jesus.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 17, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why it took so long for God to 
send Jesus. When might waiting for something be better 
than getting it right away?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display a world map. Show kids how far away 
Myanmar (west of Thailand) is from the USA. Explain 
that today, it takes about 20 hours on a plane to get there. 
Ask a volunteer to come to the map and name some of the 
countries that are near Myanmar in Southeast Asia.
LEADER • Zechariah said the Messiah in coming. Today, 

we tell people that the Messiah has come! The 
Messiah is Jesus! Adoniram and Ann Judson were 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 17, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• world map
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missionaries who went to tell people about Jesus 
many years ago. Missionaries still travel all over the 
world to tell people that they can have hope and 
forgiveness of sins when they trust in Jesus. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Jeremiah 29:11. Then sing “A Future and a Hope.”
LEADER • Sometimes we need God to remind us of His 

promises. Our key passage reminds us that His plans 
are good. He keeps all of His promises, including the 
promise to bring us hope through our Savior Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Zechariah said that God rules from sea to sea. 
Let’s sing praise to our God who rules everything on 
the earth!

Sing together “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for keeping Your promise when 

You sent Your One and Only Son, Jesus, as our 
Messiah. Help us to put our faith and trust in Jesus 
alone. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “A Future and a Hope” 

song

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly 

reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster and lead the kids to read 
Jeremiah 29:11 aloud. Ask for volunteers to try to say the 
whole verse from memory. Write each word of the key 
passage on a separate sticky note and put one note on each 
kid’s back. Challenge the class to put themselves in order by 
working together. 
SAY • You have done a wonderful job memorizing this 

beautiful key passage. It is a sweet reminder of God’s 
care for us. God doesn’t promise us that life will be 
easy or that things will always go how we plan. We 
know that things always go according to God’s plan. 
We can trust Him because He always keeps His 
promises. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles to all the kids and assist them in finding 
the Book of Zechariah. Ask which division Zechariah is in. 
(Minor Prophets) Ask volunteers to name other books in the 
same division. (Hosea–Malachi) Discuss the importance of 
knowing what is in the Bible and how to find information 
in it. Remind kids that the Bible is completely trustworthy.

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did a prophet do? (shared God’s message with 

the people)
2. What did God tell Zechariah to collect from the 

people? (silver and gold to make a crown for Joshua, 
Zech. 6:9)

3. What was the special message of hope to God’s 
people? (Zechariah said the Messiah is coming, 
Zech. 9:9)

4. Why do you think God spoke this message of hope 
through Zechariah? Guide the kids to see that God 
cares for us. The Israelites were struggling in rebuilding 
the temple and finding their identity as a people. God 
reminded them that they are His chosen people. 

5. How can we be encouraged to obey God even when 
life is difficult? Help the kids understand that God has 
given us hope for a future eternity with Him, but we 
also get to be part of His kingdom here on this earth. 
Our obedience flows out of our love for Him and for 
what He has done for us.

6. How do we know Jesus is the Messiah? Guide kids to 
understand that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, and 
God showed other people that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus 
perfectly fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, such as 
those found in today’s story, and did miracles to prove 
His identity as God’s Son. Jesus perfectly obeyed all the 
law, showing us exactly who God is.

SAY • Zechariah had a message of hope for God’s people. 
God had not forgotten His people. He would punish 
their enemies and keep His promises. Zechariah said 
the Messiah is coming. The people would be united 
with God and He would never forsake them. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Give tea
Distribute the supplies. Ask kids to write The 

Messiah has come. He is Jesus! on index cards. Give kids time 
to decorate their cards. Let them each choose a tea bag and 
tape it to their cards. Consider including a stamp or sticker 
with your church’s information.
SAY • The people in Southeast Asia love to serve tea to their 

guests. We’ll share tea bags with friends and tell them 
about Jesus. This is a way that we can be on mission.

OPTION 2: Roller races
Use a piece of cardboard or wood to form a ramp from the 
table to the floor. Provide a variety of objects for the kids to 
try rolling down the ramp. Let the kids make predictions 
about which items will get to the bottom of the ramp the 
fastest. 
SAY • Some of these items rolled much slower than 

others. Sometimes it was easy to guess which things 
would get to the bottom first, but did any of the 
items surprise you? Sometimes we think we know 
exactly how God is going to make things work out. 
Sometimes He surprises us. God always keeps His 
promises, but we don’t always know when those 
promises will be fulfilled. God is infinitely wiser than 
we are. His timing is perfect. We can trust God in all 
things.

• index cards
• crayons and markers
• individually wrapped 

tea bags
• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• large piece of 
cardboard or wood

• variety of objects 
(cotton ball, toy car, 
paper towel roll, 
coins, so forth)
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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