
Thank God for GPS 
 

I often find myself thanking God for creating people with the smarts to envision, create and 

manufacture smart phones, like I Phones, Droids and such, that have the global positioning 

satellite, (GPS) map and navigational tools already programed into them. My little smart phone 

with its map that shows where I am and how far I need to go and when and where to turn has 

saved my bacon more than once. In fact, outside of using my phone as an actual phone, I 

probably use this little feature more than any other. Allow me to pause and tell you a true story in 

relation to this. 

 

My family and I went on vacation recently and since I would be driving one of the vehicles, I got 

a map out and looked up our destination in advance and all the main roads that would get us 

there. I wanted to have some reference points in my head that would help me judge how far we 

had gone from home and how far we still needed to go to get to our final destination.  

 

The route wasn’t overly complicated, on paper that is. But a map doesn’t give you all the 

specifics like where the state highway patrol cars are lying in wait for you or how long and bad 

the road construction is or more importantly, how to navigate all those confusing road signs that 

you have to try and read while traveling at 90…I mean…65 miles per hour. Signs that tell you to 

be in this lane and then that lane in order merge onto another road. Signs that sometimes seem to 

be pointing in opposite directions. So again, thank God for GPS, which tells you what you need 

to know before you need to make that turn at 90 miles…that is at the speed limit speed. 

 

Now as we’re heading down the road using my wife’s phone and GPS, in unfamiliar territory, 

with apparently every highway patrol car in the state heading in the same direction as I am and 

going painfully slower than I think they should, I’m finding myself becoming very dependent on 

that GPS. And though I was a bit nervous I knew I could rely on the GPS to see us through all 

the twist and turns and guide us safely to our destination. So, I’m checking the GPS every minute 

or so to make sure I’m in the right lane and prepared to make the right lane changes and turns as 

needed. No need to give those wonderful police officers any more reason to pull me over than 

they already have since I tend to drive, “a little faster” than they do. It’s me and my GPS: we’ll 

conquer the road together and get where we’re going without getting lost. 

 

But then it happened. My wife reaches over with her lovely little fingers and takes my pal, my 

partner, my lifeline away and starts texting on it. Can you believe that?! Doesn’t she know that 

we’re surrounded by hostile forces behind enemy lines and the one tool I have to get us through 

to safety was that phone? And now she just nonchalantly took it away. I felt lost and confused 

and just a little bit perturbed. I needed that GPS; God had specifically created and given me that 

GPS because He knew just how much I’d need it. Fortunately for me, my heart and sanity as well 

as the safety of all those patrol cars and other drivers on the road, my wife put the GPS back on 

and placed it where I could once again see it. She never apologized for giving me a seizure. It’s 

like she thought that phone belonged to her or something, but that’s a story for another 

newsletter. 

 

 

 



You see Christianity can often be like that road in my story. Life and the millions of decisions 

and obstacles we face as we travel down this highway toward our final destination can be scary 

and confusing and it’s easy to get lost if we don’t have a GPS. And so just as in my story above, 

we often need help in navigating all the twists and turns of life as we’re speeding down the road. 

We need a ‘spiritual GPS’. 

 

I like to define my spiritual GPS as standing for God’s Perfect Supervision. Even though I know 

the general route to God and to heaven I still don’t know all that lays along the road. I don’t 

know the specifics like God does. I need Him and His perfect wisdom and guidance, His perfect 

supervision for me to safely reach my ultimate, eternal destination.  

At Parkside our mission, our purpose, is to do our best to help you reach your spiritual goals as a 

child of God, to reach your destination in and through Christ. It is our core belief that we are to 

Love God, Love People, and Teach Others to do the same. That’s our destination, or at least a 

part of it. But how do we get there? That’s where having spiritual GPS comes in. 

 

The path toward becoming more like Christ and to being people who truly and deeply love God, 

love people, and teach others to do the same can be viewed this way. We as Christians must 

Connect to God and to others; Grow in our love for God and others; Serve God by serving others 

as an expression of our love for Him and others; Multiply fellow believers by actively planting 

seeds and telling people about Jesus and why they need Him and how much He loves them. 

In the months to come I’ll be exploring this pathway of spiritual growth, this GPS, in more 

detail. But until then, keep your speed to the posted speed limit and start thinking about how you 

can better Connect, Grow, Serve and Multiply. 

  

Randy Adams 
 
Through Christ Alone, 

Randy Adams 

Parkside Christian Church 

Discipleship Minister 

Cell (513) 981-1983 

Office (513) 231-9482 ext. 4722 

Randy.adams@parksidechristian.com 

 

mailto:Randy.adams@parksidechristian.com

