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As you know, I expected to come to the United States in early November to be present at ICOM in 
Indianapolis. And, as you also know, I received the honor, and responsibility, of serving as President of 
ICOM in 2021 in Richmond Virginia. Unfortunately yesterday 8 October I learned that I CANNOT 
LEAVE ITALY. I was refused permission to leave. Our government is close to proclaiming another 
national lockdown. But, even now you have to have a permit based on work or family needs to leave and 
travel to “Red Zone” countries like the United States, Russia, China, Brasil, India, Greece, and others. And, 
the US also currently requirestaking a swab upon arrival (an extremely logical measure), and then a 14-day 
quarantine period even if no COVID-19 infection is identfied. 
 

I am very disappointed that I will not be able to be with you in person, and that I will not 
being able to visit the churches with which I had planned to share the Lord's work in Italy 
and Albania. During the ICOM online program, when I officially accept the position of 
President of ICOM 2021, I will give a brief greeting and invite you to meet again personally 
next year in Richmond Virginia November 18-21, 2021. 

Respecting life is a high priority. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic is 
returning to Italy. During the 
summer, millions of tourists came to 
Italy and now we are once again 
starting to struggle with COVID-19. 
Despite the recommendations to pay 
attention, young people have abused 
their freedom and some reckless 
politicians have begun to mock the 
virus again by starting to talk about 
“just a back case of the flu”. ... and we 
are starting to see many more people 
in the emergency rooms and dying, 
suffocating on their own phlegm. This 
time, it is other European countries 
that are worse off than Italy: England, 
Spain, France, Sweden. But the panic 
is now snaking its way through the 

Pray for Italy 

God protect us 

population.  Italy has lost just over 36,000 lives to COVID-19. The economy has had a 
terrible setback and hundreds of thousands of people have lost their jobs. The European 
Union has allocated about 300 billion euros to revive the Italian economy. Fortunately, 
our government has proved up to the task by not underestimating the pandemic and has
relied only on scientists and not on sorcerers or Google fantasies. 

They were spared the megalomaniacs. The people in charge humbly stepped aside letting 
ONLY the specialists talk who actually knew what they were saying and giving them a 
free hand to work 

WE PRAY that the world will have a vaccine very soon!!!  Hear us, oh Lord!!! 



Life in our churches is heavily affected by the pandemic. We have resumed in-person worship with masks, 
gloves, disinfectant gels, and sanitizing the environments with ozone, bleach and alcohol-based products. But 
the panic keeps many brothers and sisters away from the places of worship. As for the church of Lecce, many 
immigrants have lost their jobs in restaurants, hotels, etc. and many have migrated to northern Italy of further 
up into Europe.  All our brothers and sistersparticipate  in our  services, celebrating the Lord with testimonies, 

 
prayers, songs, short meditations. We had the police visit on Sunday morning to confirm that we had masks, 
gels, legal distances, etc. At the end of the inspection we invited them to have a coffee with us and thanked 
them for their work. They were visibly surprised by the welcome. Cops do dangerous work and we often have 
no gratitude for them. We thank God for them. It is true that seeing policemen in church during worship could 
give a sense of annoyance because one feels threatened in one's religious freedom, but in this case it was for 
public health. I hope they do the same in Catholic churches and Muslim mosques. 
. 

   
The Jewish Museum of Lecce organized an outdoor conference in front 
of the museum entrance. The museum was a very old synagogue from 
before the massive massacre of Jews in 1492, with the edict of the 
Alhambra on March 31 by King Ferdinand and Isabella, of Spain that 
are "saints" of the Catholic Church,. The conference was on religious 
minorities in Salento (the “heel” of the Italian “‘boot”). Professor Biagini 
of the University of Salento, who is Jewish, and I were the speakers. I 
spoke of the evangelical and Protestant presence in the area over the 
centuries and the related persecutions, imprisonment, torture and 
massacres of those who were not Catholics. The last persecutions took 
place under Mussolini/Fascism. But even after the war, acts of 
discrimination were active in the workplace, in public offices and above 
all, in the military. The institutional contempt from the state religion 

was rigorously applied – the classic case a missionary, Clyde Paden, who was imprisoned and 
expelled for daring to say that the pope was not the vicar of Christ. Fortunately many pastors 
were Americans and were there for some-what protected from the political and military 
blowback. 

Thank you for your generous support, both tangible and in prayer for our work of 
testifying to Salvation  through  Jesus Christ.  May God bless you in every way. 

Pino Neglia 


