
December 23, 2019 

  

Dear Friends and Family, 

  

We have been enjoying this special time of life in ministry for us, but it has been a rather chaotic year at 

that. I have coined a new phrase: “As you get older it takes less to keep you busy and longer to get 

anything done.” We were to have been in Mongolia this last November according to our plan, but that 

did not work out as being in God’s plan. Our Fall Rally at OBS was very successful. Brother Kishimoto 

has really brought a spirit of evangelism to the campus, especially with our annual Tanemaki-kai, and 

having a significant influence for unity in the Body of Christ in Japan—OBS, “One in Christ that the 

world may believe.” A movement!! 

  

Preaching at Kamizono in November, I felt my voice giving away by the end of the message, and that 

night I was down with a bad cold. It began a strenuous work week, three early morning rises with the 

days going into evenings. Then we took off for Ishinomaki—what this all meant was I lost my 

preparation time for my Christmas message. I am always waiting on the Lord for the way to bring 

freshness to our special Resurrection Lord’s Day and the Christmas season each year. I preached four 

times in December and my Thanksgiving message on LIGHT had to do, but I finally had a Christmas 

message ready in time for Kamizono.  

  

I started my message with, “There is a lot that can be said about Mary and Joseph that will not be said 

this season, and I was going to limit myself also; but I thought, “No!” What I have to say is significant 

to share.” So I turned to a core thought I had many years ago beginning our ministry with Tahoe 

Christian Center, Tahoe City, CA, preaching from the gospel of Luke--in July. Now how do you preach 

from the Christmas story around the Fourth of July!? Well! I gave my message as “The Miracle of 

Mary.” Lake Tahoe always has white Christmases and the beach below where we were worshiping 

(early afternoon) was full of sun worshipers—seemed a better title at the least!?  

  

This Christmas! I first brought attention to the fact that the Christmas story starts with God’s WORD 

(Genesis 3:15) and then how Moses (Exodus 15:11) speaks of God as being Awesome and the God of 

WONDERS. Now for years I have shared what I learned from Dr. James Strauss, LCU, that the word 

from Isaiah (Isaiah 9:6) is “His Name Shall Be Called WONDER!” and not “Wonderful Counselor,” for 

as the Son of the God of WONDERS He will do WONDERS! So this Christmas the message has been, 

“The WONDER of Mary!” (later pointing out how Jesus well understood He was the WORD kept (Luke 

4:14-21).  The audience shared in my message by following my English reading of Mark Lowry’s 

“Mary, Did you Know?” in Japanese. I stressed throughout the message that the Reason for the Season 

is the celebration of God’s keeping His WORD--saying that His WORD is His promise and the 

WONDER of the wondering mother Mary is over her having said, “Yes!” to the angel. 

  

What is often, if not usually, left unsaid is that Joseph, too, said “Yes!” to the visitation of an angel. 

Think of this: in Genesis, Adam blames Eve and in John, Zacharias doesn’t believe the angel, but on the 

other hand, Mary says, “The Lord’s servant: be it as you say,” AND, Joseph as well, being a “righteous 

man” followed the angel’s word! The bottom line, so to speak, is that the WONDER we recognize of 

BOTH Mary and Joseph holds the blessing possibility for us as well by saying “Yes!” to Jesus in all 

things!  

  

In my Kamizono audience over these four years now of monthly preaching clear GOSPEL messages, 

there are a number of regulars who have not made any sign, other that attending regularly, that they are 

believers. They have seen individuals confess their FAITH in Jesus and being immersed into Christ. So I 

have been giving encouragement to them that, if they have not said “Yes!” openly, to come to Sister 

Saito or one of us and do so. 

  



As with the Tsuchiyas in the eUpdate, we have seen a number of adults come to the Lord in ministries 

we are a part of over these last years—exciting for us! Rejoice with us and continue to pray that we will 

be used to bring more into the Kingdom!  (John 20:31 & I John 1:1-4) 

  

May you have a JOY’filled Christmas and a Healthy New Year !! . . . and remember to open the 

attached eUpdate! 

  

Because of Jesus, 

  

Paul and Rickie Clark 

Osaka, Japan 

 


