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Dear Friends of NICM:  
Simmi sends encouraging news and prayer requests. I have included newsletter highlights, but please read the 
exciting details that follow! 

 
We hope to find each one of you in the best of health and spirit. Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted completely. 
Irrespective of whether we are to expect another surge or not, people’s spirits are back more than ever. The common 
person now ventures out as normally as they once did prior to the pandemic. Masks are no longer required—
although we still encourage mask wearing. Might I add, it is almost unusual to notice the return of the normal hustling 
and bustling of towns. Just as of yesterday, we had been traveling for ministry through the streets of Rajpura, and we 
found them once again to be heavily congested with scooters, open markets, flooding of pedestrians, swarms of 
street hawkers and a plethora of vendors of all sorts and auto rickshaws. India is just back to being India. 
  
However, not all is well exactly. Rise in persecution persists. Harassment of Christians has only swelled, despite our 
peaceful activities and services. Misconceptions about our people, their faith and the Bible have been propagated 
through anti-Christian propaganda and news outlets. Certain groups want Christianity eradicated from this country. 
We know this can never happen, as the body of believers continues to grow.  
 
Speaking of growth, despite precarious circumstances and severe anti-Christian sentiment, our church in Himachal 
Pradesh has grown immensely. When most pastors are working in secrecy or inconspicuously, this pastor has been 
tirelessly venturing out in the open, and welcoming with open arms anyone who wants to get baptized. He has 
chosen a nearby river just outside the border of Himachal Pradesh to avoid any clashes with extremists. All of us 
over here commend the bravery with which he conducts his duties as a faithful minister to the Lord. Amidst so much 

 
PRAISES: 

• Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted, and India is back to being India. 
• Despite precarious circumstances and severe anti-Christian sentiment, our church in Himachal Pradesh 

has grown immensely. 
• Despite the onslaught of oppression from her family, one young girl has stood firm in her faith, has been 

baptized, and has brought three of her siblings to the knowledge of Christ. 
• This year’s women’s celebration was joyous. We have the Lord to thank for the many blessings that 

have blessed our women through various ministries. 
• At the end of September, we will graduate thirteen students from our three-year Bible training program. 

 
PRAYER  REQUESTS: 

• Rise in persecution persists, and harassment of Christians has increased. Please pray for the protection 
of our pastor’s and churches. 

• Continue to pray that peace will come to Russia and Ukraine. 
• Please pray for one of our pastor’s who has third-degree burns on his foot. 
• As NICM prepares for Easter services, pray that God will move mightily and go before the people to 

prepare their hearts. 
 

REQUESTS:  
• We will need $60 per disciple per month to send out our new graduates from the DM training program. 
• Moreover, we still need to hire two full-time trainers at $150 per teacher per month for at least the first 

year to train new disciples.  
 
 



persecution and hatred towards Christians in Himachal Pradesh, he shows great resistance to those who might 
oppose his freedom and right to preach to those who would welcome the good news! There have been many 
incidents of other pastors (unaffiliated with NICM) in the same area who have been harassed. Some beat pastors to 
a pulp for preaching in their own homes! Our dear pastor has shown resilience amidst difficulty and threat of harm, 
and recently baptized 13 members into his Church family in Himachal Pradesh (see one baptism below). 

  
  
On other fronts, one young lady was recently baptized at the Church of Barwala on our mission campus. Even 
though her eldest brother vehemently opposed her decision to adopt Jesus Christ in her life, she stood firm in her 
faith. In fact, she quickly preached the same gospel she had received into her heart to her younger sister, who will be 
baptized next week. It must be noted that while her eldest brother had opposed her action, her two other brothers 
adopted Christ and took water baptisms because of her testimony. Praise God for the swiftness with which she 
accepted Christ in her life and sowed the seed of the good news into the hearts of her sister and two of her three 
brothers. On top of that, she had expressed her desire to get married nowhere else other than at the Church where 
she took baptism. Following her baptism, we had arranged for her to get married to another Christian man. Her eldest 
brother had earlier tried to force arrange her marriage to a non-Christian as a means of keeping her away from her 
faith, but she resisted. Her elder brother often beat her every time she attended Church. From my personal 
experience, never have I seen such zeal in such a young girl who despite the onslaught of oppression from her family 
has stood firm in her faith. Truly, she fears nothing. 
 

  
Her brother had attempted to involve the authorities and sack the pastor under the guise of manipulation or forceful 
conversion. However, not enough evidence compelled the authorities to put the pastor on trial. As a result, the 
brother’s case had dwindled and dissolved into thin air. The message of our good Lord has something about it that 
stirs the deepest instincts of even the most vulnerable members of our society. There is much to be expected of this 



young girl. We are her family, and Christ is the head of this congregation. She has shown resilience amidst adversity. 
This girl was formerly a member of our sewing center here in Barwala. She attended sewing lessons, and her heart 
was slowly weaved with the ladies from the Bible study groups gradually over time. Thereafter, she heard about our 
Sunday services, and she became intimately involved with Church. Now, she is a member of the Kingdom of God. 
  
This year’s Women’s Day celebration was joyous. We have the Lord to thank for the blessings that have been 
showered upon them; and we have our Board and supporters to thank for uplifting many of these women with jobs, a 
place in ministry and skills that will enable them to do remarkable things. Moreover, these ladies render a service 
unto NICM that is most valuable to our common goal of evangelizing to the ends of the earth. Our women’s day 
celebration included games and various spiritual activities as well. 
 

  
 
 
Our DM training proceeds well, and we are currently progressing through Acts 19. The DM training proves to be a 
valuable activity for our ministry wherein we strengthen the faith of our disciples and continue to equip them with the 
knowledge and words to defend their faith to those who might ask tough questions and to explain their faith to those 
who might inquire out of curiosity. The intention of this program is to ensure that our pastors are trained in and out of 
season. Come the end of September, we will graduate thirteen students from our three-year grueling, but rewarding, 
Bible training program. Our request for funds to send out these future ministers still stands at $60 per disciple per 
month. Moreover, we still need to hire two full-time trainers at $150 per teacher per month for at least the first year. It 
would mean so much if of our board members from the US could travel to India to officiate the ordination of these 
beloved disciples. However, we understand traveling restrictions. Still, if possible, we would gladly welcome any of 
you to be a part of their ordination in September. 
 

  
The staff and pastors of NICM keep Ukraine and Russia tensions in mind. Through fasting and prayer, our team has 
urged that the Lord bring peace in accordance with His will. We pray for the Lord to provide wisdom to leaders to 

Women’s Day Celebration 



resolve their issues as amicably as possible. Moreover, if there be more chaos and violence, then may the Lord 
provide protection and courage for the families of victims suffering from the war. May the Lord stir the hearts of the 
people with compassion so that these tensions can resolve.  
 
Most Special Prayer Request: 
Pray for one of our dear pastor’s as his foot has gotten infected from a third-degree burn. While he is on daily 
painkillers and injections to reduce the swelling and infection, may he not require amputation of his toe(s). He had 
met with an accident in the night while cooking around a fire when his foot caught hold of some burning coal, which 
led to the burning of his foot. Pray that he may have a speedy recovery without any long-term repercussions. 
 
On another note, Easter approaches next month, and we will start readying preparations for Easter services and 
activities. Please pray that all will go well without any problems of any sort. 
 
Thank you all for everything. Enjoy the photos that show the fruit of your support and all our labor in the ministry. For 
our pastor’s son, thank you for the funds for his brain surgery. He is out of danger, and he will recover with 
medication and post-surgical care. They are forever in your debt! We were able to help them in their time of extreme 
need. Your financial assistance meant a lot. The doctors and nurses at the hospital were amazed that he had woken 
up from the surgery within two hours. Doctors suggested the possibility that he might not have woken up at all, and 
that if he were to wake up that it would not be before 48 hours. What a miracle that he recovered spectacularly. This 
pastor presented his son at our last Pastor's meeting to testify of the generosity of our Lord and Savior.  
 
From the bottom of our hearts, we at NICM send our greetings and huge appreciation for our supporters and their 
Churches who continue to pray for us, support us and help us with our aim to spread the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. Without your help, none of what we have achieved would be possible. We pray to God that our work continues 
to grow and that as many wonderful people such as you will join us to run in the race the Lord has set out for us! 
  
Thanks & Blessings 
  
Simmi & Team NICM 
  
Galatians 2: 20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” 
 


