
Dear Friends and Family, 
  
This has been a very different time for everybody and it has meant change for us, too, but our 
lives have remained virtually as busy as ever. I have had my projects and we continue to 
facilitate Rickie as she works at Kansai Christian School. Our update is dominated by our KCS 
activity over the stretch, and now with the opening of the campus for summer school. Actually, 
finishing the year with online classes for three months has made it busier for all!! I am back to 
preaching at Kamizono and OBS Chapel, and did take my usual turn at the Nakaburi 
congregation next door. 
  
I have taken opportunity to speak on the issue of the FEAR raised by COVID-19. (I highly 
recommend your searching “COVID-19 Prompts Focus on Protective Action” by Hugh Ross, 
Reasons to Believe. Therein, you will find a chart of the major pandemics of the past 2,000 
years.) Understandably, great fear was created by the present pandemic, but historically such 
have occurred once or more times every hundred years. Never has the whole world at large 
faced a greater danger (perhaps even during World War II) than the 195 nations of today came 
to know at once through media and the Internet. Worldwide, social structures have been 
disrupted and have created international economic woes. 
  
Brother Kimura has been preaching through Mark and right now we have been in the 13th 
chapter where Jesus speaks of the signs of the end of the age. Verse 19 becomes very 
troubling when Jesus said, “Those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when 
God created the world, until now—and never to be equaled again.” It was a word for the 
disciples in their time but sounds very ominous when we consider the pandemic and the chaos 
that is accompanying it. What a world we are in at the moment! 
  
I have never been one to see the LORD's return as imminent, but we have come to such a like 
moment in time as Jesus spoke. My favorite passage on His return remains another of His 
statements, "Blessed is the servant who is found busy when his master returneth" (Matthew 24:46)! With you, 
I am responsible to my Lord for the present --my time! The tomorrows are in His hand!!  

  
My Lord’s Day message is “Osoreru-na!” (Fear Not!) – Matthew 28:5. Without going into the 
research from the Hebrew (18 wds), the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek, the Japanese (19 kanji 
characters for fear) and the English—leave it to the English to make it simple—the word has 
the range in its Hebrew root of being from terror to awe, and the Hebrew speaks to it as a 
“gut” feeling, a profound reverence for life sensing the presence of God in all things all of the 
time, with only the God forsaking needing to be concerned of His terror. (Hebrew, LXX, 
Greek—basically one word – over 550 x’s from Genesis to Revelation) 
  
The most frequent exhortation in the Bible is, “Do not be afraid,” often followed by “Do not be 
discouraged: think “Be encouraged, Be filled with courage!” We are talking about practicing 
the presence of God. Paul exclaims, “God has not given us a spirit of fear but a spirit of 
power and love and a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
  
When we think about our fears and anxieties over this present pandemic and the affairs of 
each our own lives, we need to remember Jesus’ words, “Do not be anxious about your life; do 
not be discouraged” (Luke 12:22; John 14:1). So my message text came from Matthew of the 
angel who said, “Fear not, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for 
He has risen, as He said” (Matthew 28:5-6). All fear is finished by the resurrection! With the 
resurrection God signs off (Japanese inkan or hanko—seal) on all his promises (2 Corinthians 
1:20), as “Guaranteed!” (Ephesians 1:18-23).  
  



So the final word from Jesus is, “My SHALOM I leave with you; my SHALOM I give to you. Not 
as the world do I give to you, Let not your hearts be troubled; neither let them be fearful” (John 
14:27).  
  
“SHALOM!” 
  
Paul and Rickie Clark 
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