
 

Easter 2020 
 

Living in the Times of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
It feels like I’ve received thousands of messages from churches, Sunday School classes and groups, 
friends, former acquaintance from the Cincinnati Christian Seminary and Facebook friends who 
have so lovingly reminded  me of their love and affections. 
I want to say to every one of you – since it’s almost impossible to write individually –GRAZIE ! 
Many were asking, “How is it going in Italy?”  
I think the best answer is with the cold hard facts that provide a snapshot of our daily reality. Keep 
in mind that Italy has less than 17% of the population of the U.S. but almost as many deaths. 

 
These are the cold, stark numbers. But behind these numbers there are thousands of lives broken 
or that will forever be marked by this terrifying experience which was unknown to humanity for a 
century, a memory that was virtually lost over time. 
Quite often, we are reminded by the media – maybe with the misplaced intention of reassuring and 
pushing everyone to accept the losses – that about 70% of the deceased are elderly, over 65, and 
that very few of those over 75 have a chance of surviving the coronavirus. 
They seem to forget that these “old people” . . . are human beings!  
Men and women who are taken from home leaving their loved ones behind in tears . . . waving 
goodbye knowing that they will likely never see them again, even for a final moment. 
They’re gone .  . . . quietly, silently , many having lived through a humble life of work and sacrifice. 
A generation is gone, one that has seen war, has smelled it and its privations, between running to air-
raid shelters and eagerly searching for scraps of food to ease their family’s hunger. 
They’re gone  Hands hardened by calluses, faces marked by deep wrinkles, memories of days spent 
under the scorching sun or the bitter cold. Hands that have moved rubble, mixed cement, folded 
iron, in a tank top and a newspaper hat. 

As of Easter, April 12, 2020 at 5 p.m. 

Deceased …………….………….....  19,899 
Recovered ….……….…..……….... 34,211 
Tested Positive ….……..……….  102,253 
Total ……......………………..…….. 156,363 

The total does not include those who 
have passed away at home or in rest 
homes that were not under care for 
the virus. 

Our state, PUGLIA, has 260 deceased 
and 2,989 infected. 



They’re gone .  . . . the generation of the Lambretta, the Fiat 500 or 600, the first fridges, black and 
white TV’s.   
They’re gone, wrapped in a blanket, like Jesus in the shroud, the people of the economic boom 
who by their own sweat rebuilt our nation, gifting us with the blessings that we enjoy. 
They’re gone .  . . . with their experience, wisdom, patience and respect, so may values that now 
seem to drift away.  
They’re gone .  . . . without a touch, no one to hold their hand, not even a final kiss. 
They’re gone .  . . . grandparents who lived the history of our country, our national heritage, 
awareness and memory. All of Italy has to say,  “Thank you,” as they take this final trip with 60 
million loving touches. 
But what is even worse, and calls us all to pause, is that they are going without having known Jesus, 
the Christ, and His Word!!! 
I have a lot of experience with witnessing death over the last 30 years working in the ICU units(I am 
the Regional President for Puglia of the Italian Association of Organ Donors for Transplantation.) 
and I often have to talk to the relatives of patients, diagnosed with brain death, to persuade them to 
consent to the removal of organs. 
Death is a natural process and part of the cycle of life. We just don’t know when will step in to the 
flow. 
The great tragedy is facing physical Death Without Hope. Christ gave us a great gift along with 
Salvation, the Certain Hope of Eternal Life!!! 
I assure you that those who do not possess this hope certainty  live with an indescribable anguish 
when the time comes to embark on this unknown journey with no return .... 
I'm probably saying what is obvious to many of you, but I assure you that the best sermon we can 
and are preaching these days is: 

Christ is Risen!  In Christ and With Christ We Have Defeated Death!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous support, both tangible and in prayer for our work of 
testifying to Salvation  through  Jesus Christ.   May God bless you in every way. 

Pino Neglia 

Pray for I taly Thank You for all the encouraging messages in 
emails, Whatsapp, Messanger and Facebook 

that I am receiving from all of you. 

You cannot imagine how deeply I am moved 
and sustained, knowing that so many sisters 
and brothers with a fervent and sincere faith 
are openly kneeling before the God’s Throne 
pleading for Him to end this scourge that has 
struck my wonderful country in such a violent 

and virulent manner. 

I decided to write this newsletter to give you a 
picture of the situation hoping to inform you 

how we are going through this tragedy and also 
so that you can save yourselves from our 

mistakes for which we are paying the so dearly. 


