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The cultural and professional mix students was quite varied.  We had three university professors, a 
retiree, two doctors, two lawyers, business people, two bed and breakfast owners, students, 
employees, bartenders, nurses, accountants, people between jobs, etc.  Their educational levels 
ranged from PhD’s to high school graduates and in two cases, high school students. They came 
every day at the same time for lessons. The course is designed to enable students to read directly 
from scripture, in many cases, for the first time in their life (!!!) and to meditate on God's plan for 
man.The "veterans" continued with Acts of the Apostles and/or Gospel of John, and the new 
students, started with the Gospel of Luke.  LST donated textbooks and the Lecce Christian Mission 
provided Bibles and Christian calendars. 

Bible Teaching Program in Partnership With 
Let’s Start Talking 

The Let's Start Talking (LST) team, Suzan and Jay Jenkins, 
and Cindy and Hank Smith, from Dallas, Texas came to 
Lecce right after the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. 

We advertised the program, as usual, with posters in public 
places, schools, universities and workplaces, and we 
distributed 5,000 flyers across the city on cars and in 
mailboxes (avoiding the taxes charged for putting up posters 
on the street). 

We had a good response – 29 students who enrolled in the 
daily classes of reading, commentary and conversation around 
biblical passages. 



 

 
 

 
We had a get together to give the students a chance to connect with our church members. Of course 
we couldn’t have a party without providing rustici (a local delicacy), calzones – both baked and fried, 

 
 

I cannot adequately express my gratitude to Let’s Start Talking and the team for the absolutely 
perfect, appropriate and respectful partnerships  they have provided both this time and every time 
they have come to Lecce. They have left an indelible mark in our hearts. Grazie. Grazie. Grazie. 
I had to go to Rome for a weekend, during the course of the program, for an unavoidable 
engagement with the area churches. But, the brothers and sisters took care of the services in my 
absence. Ari (pictured) directed, Esther and Evelina managed the computer, songs and music, Lino 
Monastero preached and sisters Suzan and Cindy provided special music, a cappella. (You can 
see/hear them on Facebook in our private group “Amici del Convegno di Torre Dell’Orso”. If you 
are not a member of the group just ask me specifying the name of the church where you are a 
member.  You have to understand that in our “group” there are photos and names of brothers and 
sisters in Italy and Albania and we must be cautious and take precautions about privacy and security 
– not everything can be published ..... including  our  newsletters..... so, please use caution. 

Thank you for your generous support, both tangible and in prayer for our work of 
testifying to Salvation  through  Jesus Christ.   May God bless you in every way. 

Pino Neglia 

pastries and  a variety of drinks. We 
decorated the building with balloons 
and inflatable globes before the party 
and the LST team organized a quiz 
and some games. It would be a big 
understatement to say everyone really 
enjoyed the evening. 
There were a lot of tears the final day 
of the course both in the eyes of the 
students and the teachers. 


