
Dear Friends and Family, 
  
The New Year, to say the least, has had an overwhelming start—the attached update reveals 
this immediately! We cut January short by extending 2019 into 2020, being in the U.S. for New 
Year’s. Returning to Japan in time for our January International Night, we started February 
three weeks later with International Night on February, the first. It was one of our very special 
ones with Skip Tanaka from Knoxville visiting us for his fourth “gig”—his sixth at Kansai 
Christian School since 2015. I shared the gospel, “You must be born again.  The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes,” from the third chapter of John. I would share how the love of God and the Holy 
Spirit is seen as he blesses others through us.  
  
In February we always share the Valentine theme of Love with the reading of J.B. Phillips’ 
translation of I Corinthians 13:4-8, 13. “This love of which I speak is slow to lose patience—it looks for 
a way of being constructive. It is not possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor does it cherish inflated 

ideas of its own importance. Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It 
does not keep account of evil or gloat over the wickedness of other people. On the contrary, it is glad with all 
good men when truth prevails, Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; it 
can outlast anything. It is, in fact, the one thing that still stands when all else has fallen. . . . In this life we have 

three great lasting qualities—faith, hope and love. But the greatest of them is love.” 

Brother Mitsuo Fuchida, the command pilot of the Pearl Harbor attack, came to the Lord after 
some eight near-death experiences in his military career (for one: a single strand of wire 
connecting his elevator upon landing on the carrier) from a sense that some higher power had 
preserved his life. After reading a tract given him of the testimony of Jacob DeShazer (a 
Doolittle B-25 crew member & POW, whose hate had changed to love,*) and a Bible he had 
been given, he learned of forgiveness but could not believe such love. Then a fellow war-time 
officer whom he thought had been killed, but meeting, learned how he had been nursed as a 
POW in the U.S. by Peggy Covell, the daughter of martyred missionaries. After he learned 
they had asked for a time to pray and read their Bible before their deaths, he wondered what 
they could possibly have prayed, but (some four years later) when he came upon Jesus’ 
words, “Forgive them for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34), he knew, he broke and 
confessed faith in Jesus Christ. He had reached his “long, long wondering . . . enriched [ing] 
my life—the knowledge of Christ.” 
  
After sharing about how the love of God ultimately won the heart of Brother Fuchida, I shared 
how Rickie and I came to love and marry one another 59 years ago July, praying that the Lord 
would bless our relationship more than if we remained single or were married to someone else. 
He has answered that prayer beyond our imagination—our 35 years with Osaka Bible 
Seminary and Kansai Christian School, 30 times now into Mongolia, and beginning our 20th 
year of International Nights with a whole new cycle of young people, along with others, hearing 
the Gospel shared clearly. 
  
Skip has blessed our lives, giving me the book God’s Samurai** some 25 years ago when we 
visited his congregation in Tennessee, resulting in his life’s blessing so many others with an 
exploding ministry in these, his retirement years, from the time of his first visit here in Japan 
and in the Knoxville and Greater Midwest area.  
  
My New Year’s messages have been an “outside-the-box” application of the parable of the 
Prodigal Son, pointing out that it is not about the prodigal son but about the gracious, merciful, 
loving and forgiving father. “While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him, 
compassion filled his heart, and he ran and embraced him and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). 



Jesus was basically telling the story accusing the religious leaders to their face of their 
hypocrisy, while, at the same time, it is a word of HOPE for the “deplorables”, the common 
people they called “sinners.”  
  

It is a little late for a New Year’s greeting but, as with every morning, let us RISE to the New 

Year to the embrace of the Heavenly Father for what lies before us. Enjoy the Shalom, the 
opportunity of the New Year experiencing God’s overwhelming-amazing love, mercy, grace 
and forgiveness—His making us a part of the Family of God. 
  
May our Lord bless you all during this New Year with riches from His Word and a life given to 
serving others! (Remember to open the attachment and read our eUpdate.) 
  
Serving because our Lord first served (loved) us, 
  
Paul and Rickie Clark 

Osaka, Japan 

  
 *Jacob DeShazer enlisted out of hatred for the Japanese and was a volunteer for the Doolittle B-25 
mission. His crew had to parachute over China and was captured. As a POW his life was changed with the 
reading of scriptures and he committed himself to becoming a missionary to Japan. I knew him as a youth in 
Japan—a hero to us all. 
  
**God’s Samurai by Gordon Prange (350 pages) was compiled from over 400 interviews of Mitsuo Fuchida. 
It was not published until 1990. It tells the whole story when often all that is known is how Fuchida came to 
the Lord from reading Brother DeShazer’s testimony. Herein, the significance of Peggy Covell is learned. I 
highly recommend Prange’s book!! However, Jon Parshall (in a Naval War College Review, Spring 2010, 
Vol. 63, No. 2) makes a severe critique of several fact claims by Fuchida. Martin Bennett has refuted at 
length Parshall’s critique (well-documented, www.combinedfleet.com/BennettRebuttal.htm). After Bennett’s 
own eight years of research and writing a biography about Fuchida, The Wounded Tiger, 

https://www.woundedtiger.com/, with over 250 historic photos and images, 587 pages, and is now being 

made into a movie. The Wounded Tiger is highly recommended by Ravi Zacharias and Dr. James Dobson.  
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