
FALL 2020 NICM UPDATE 

Although this year has brought anguish for every person in this world, we want to thank God, keep 
our eyes on what He is doing, and praise Him for the many blessings we have seen. We are 
thankful for God’s continued provision. Secondly, we are thankful for our supporters who faithfully 
pray and give of their bounty to help continue the work of our Lord in Northern India.  

FALL HIGHLIGHTS 

➢ There have been 45 new believers baptized. 
➢ Women’s Sewing Centers continue to grow, helping families rise out of poverty. NICM has a 

need for more sewing machines so they can educate more women. 
➢ The school children have performed remarkably well, and their report cards prove excellence 

and growth for most students.  

➢ Many of our students who have graduated, are now volunteering to help NICM educate our 
new batch of children. Changed lives can change more lives. 

➢ 91 bags of food were delivered to the areas that NICM serves. Thank you IDES! 
➢ NICM is so thankful to all of their prayer partners and financial supporters. God is doing a 

mighty work in Northern India! 
➢ Specific prayer requests and needs are included at the bottom of this newsletter. 

The NICM Church of Samalkha has brought 17 new souls into the faith by baptizing them. The 
Church of Beas has introduced 3 new members to their congregation, all who were baptized. The 
powerful ministry at the Church of Patiala has baptized 4 new people. Finally, the Rajpura Church 
miraculously led 21 new believers into the faith as well. We want to congratulate these pastors for 
their dedicated work, and we want to lift up each of these newly baptized members in our prayers 
so that the spirit of Christ will further guide these new-borns into spiritual maturity. Thank God for 
showing these 45 lost souls the light. Our DMs, pastors and members in general will have their 
hands full as they help these members cultivate their new found freedom and hope in Christ. They 
will have much to learn, and while they will combat many social, familial and personal struggles, we 

will be with them along the journey. 

This season of ministry has seen an unusually high number of people joining in our cause for 
serving Christ. While sending this letter, I was filled with joy, as I saw a bright future ahead for the 
NICM family and the partner Churches, as they work to share the Good News. 

It’s quite amazing how impactful our ministry has been this season, but our pastors have worked 
hard and displayed a fervent commitment to preaching the Gospel and baptizing people into the 
family of Jesus. These members come from all walks of life. Some are young men and women; 
others are married couples; and some are senior members of the villages. Some came alone to get 
baptized, and some came together in groups of siblings. In one encouraging case, five siblings 
made the decision to get baptized. It was encouraging to see people step forward to claim Christ 
as their Savior, as they not only inspired other non-Christians but also reaffirmed the power of 
Christ.  

SEWING MINISTRY  
This quarter, NICM would like to highlight the powerful ways in which our sewing ministry has 
benefitted widows and illiterate women---some of the most underprivileged people in India. We 
also have many praises to share about our children’s ministry. Without your help and support and 
continued prayers for both of these vital ministries, we would not have been able to accomplish all 
the great things that we have achieved. 



As we feature the sewing ministry, we will summarize the current state of our sewing ministry, 
future ministry goals and the significant impact it has for the poor we continually serve. During the 
pandemic, many families have been led into ruin and misery, especially single mothers and senior 
widows with no means of sustenance. A majority of the most densely affected areas in the state of 
Punjab are in Patiala (Lower South), Ludhiana (Upper South), Jalandhar (Lower North) and 
Amritsar (Upper North). These are not only the most populated regions of Punjab but also areas 
where NICM happens to work most actively in its Sewing Ministry. With many people losing their 
jobs due to Covid-19, it is all the more imperative to train women of these households where the 
primary breadwinners have lost jobs. We pray that we continue to help empower more and more 
women for Christ through your prayer and support.  

Through this ministry, NICM systematically tackles poverty through job training and introducing 
people to Jesus as we share our testimonies. Currently, one of our sisters is supervising sewing 
lessons through online avenues. We’ve been carrying out online classes at our other centers in 
Derabassi as well. In Rajpura, our women meet in person to learn together, taking appropriate 
precautions of social distancing, and limiting the students to four people at one time. Our largest 
sewing center is in Amritsar, followed by our center in Derabassi. Amritsar continues to grow. Each 
center trains new groups of women annually. 

Our vocational courses have proven very effective in providing these women with skills they need 
to earn an income. The teachers are also able to spend time with these women throughout the 
week through Bible studies and congregational meetings. Many have become believers!  

We have a need for more sewing machines to train a newer generation of village women. There 
are women waiting to be trained at the centers in Amritsar and Derabassi, and 15 more sewing 
machines are needed to meet this need. Sewing machines cost $150.00 each. These machines 
will help NICM help the poor women of our communities to put food on their table. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Schools still have not re-opened so we have been conducting online classes. Facilitating online 
classes is difficult, because many of our families are too poor to afford Internet or smart phones. 
Many of the parents of our school children are out of jobs (especially in Kakrali). Because of this, 
we would love to distribute more bags of food for the next two months to the families of our 200 
school children.  

We are please to report how well the school children have performed in their academics. Most of 
the children are excelling in most academic areas. Many of our students who have graduated, are 
now volunteering to help NICM educate our new batch of children. Changed lives can change 
more lives. This is another positive impact we are seeing at our school. Thank you for your faithful 
support, which has made this possible. 



There are many more children from poor families whom we want to sponsor. Our mission campus 
and all of our evening schools could use more books, stationary and meals.  

IDES THANKS 
IDES has been a regular and wonderful organization whose team has been raising support for 
charity and many other important projects that are carried out through NICM. Thanks to IDES, we 
distributed 22 bags of food to the Church members of Ramgarh and Barwala. At Kakrali, where we 
conduct our evening school programs, we distributed over 40 food bags. The parents send their 
thanks. We delivered 4 food bags in the village of Dandura (near our mission campus). Lastly, we 
did not forget our physically fragile but spiritually strong leper community, and delivered 25 bags of 
food to them for over a month’s worth of supplies. Our sincere gratitude goes to IDES for their help. 
While this season has seen much trouble, God has used NICM and all of their supporters to bring 
relief as well as His Good News. NICM continues to help the poor, through your help, and we thank 
you greatly for your faithfulness. 
 

 

COWS CAN HELP 
Finally, we want to provide cattle for two pastors during these unpredictable times. Unemployment 
has continued to persist among the members of many of our poor villages. A cow will enable a 
family to produce enough milk in a day to provide for themselves, and still have some to sell. It has 
been a while since we have asked for help in the form of cattle, but it would be greatly appreciated 
at this time especially. Cattle will allow villagers to continue to sustain themselves physically and 
financially. The cost for a cow is $800. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Our NICM accountant has been blessed with a new baby boy in his family. Please pray for 
the well being of their newborn.    

• General prayer request for Dhingra family along with our pastors, staff and school staff 

• Schools are still closed, and we need funds to support our staff for the upcoming months.  

• Pray for coronavirus medication and cure.  

• We are continually trying to locate missing families, and those who have returned from 
quarantine. Pray that God guides us as we work to reunite these families. They have 
shared some difficult experiences where they were unable to find proper food. Please pray 
for these families. 

• Safety for pastors during emerging persecution across India among other inter-religious 
rivalry.  

• Pray that the NICM staff stays safe from the hot and humid weather along with villages 
suffering from heavy flooding. 



• Prayer for one of our pastors and his family, as they have lost their nephew, John, to brain 
fever 

• Prayer for students from Kakrali. Some of their parents are suffering and scared from 
COVID-19. 

• Some close family friends and some members of our congregations have fallen ill to Covid-
19. Please pray for their swift recovery and that God’s protection and care will be over each 
one of us here in India and abroad, too. 

• Pray that we find an independent house to rent for evening schools in the future. Our staff 
still needs to be able to teach a few students at a time where they can work, take tuition and 
conduct Sunday School.  
 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS: PLEASE PRAY 
Our prayer requests are many, and we continually ask all of our supporters to keep these things in 
mind related to projects, one-time support, regular funding and prayers in general. At the forefront 
of our minds, we are always in need of:  

• New sewing machines. We are in need of 15 new machines for our sewing centers. 

• Monthly support for children from Children’s Home. It costs approximately $60 per month to 
fully support a child.  

• Scholarship funds for the children on our mission campus, which is approximately $28 
dollars per month per child.  

• Cattle for poor members in our villages for milk consumption and sale. Each cow costs 
$800. 

• Medical funds for those who are sick and dying or in need of minor to major medical 
services. 

• Miscellaneous costs, such as repairs and maintenance for vehicles and buildings. We 
would like to request funds for covering the insurance on our mission vehicle for the next 
year ($500).  

• Medical insurance for pastors and staff. Annual medical insurance fees for our pastors and 
staff can range anywhere between $100 and $300 per person annually. Corporate deals 
are cheaper.  

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 

Thanks & Blessings 

Simmi, Suraj and Team NICM 

 


