
Dear Friends and Family, 
  
Here in Japan we continue to live with the restrictions given the coronavirus: masks and social 
distancing. Apparently Japan has had one of the lowest deaths attributed to the virus, but not without 
controversy in how the government has dealt with it. We, ourselves, have exercised caution but haven’t 
had a real sense of being limited in getting out as we have continued getting back and forth from KCS 
and out of the house to meet necessary needs. 
  
Just recently, in keeping a necessary dental appointment downtown, I traveled mid-day by a more than 
usual uncrowded train. Across from me I (surreptitiously) took a picture of a whole row of masked 
passengers all working over their cell phones—reading, posting, playing games,  . . . !?  
  
So I thought I would give you the heart of a recent message for you to read while . . . !? 
  
Is making the distinction between small-scale maps and large-scale maps confusing for you? My 
message was about getting the Big Picture. Which map gives you the Big Picture—the small scale or the 
large scale map? Well, think of it, l@@k at it, this way. A small scale map shows you all of Japan at once 
(yes, it is confusing). We use the large scale maps and even larger scale maps to find the way to our 
house.  A fuller approach to understanding our faith from a theological, philosophical view will give us 
the Big Picture, a greater appreciation for what our God has done for us! 
  
The Big Picture, or small scale look, of the Gospel may be shared in bringing together II Corinthians 6:2, 
Hebrews 3:7, and John 10:10:  
  
“NOW is ‘THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,’ behold NOW is ‘THE DAY OF SALVATION!’”  
  
“Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, do not harden your hearts!’” 
  
“NOW is the day of salvation” and “TODAY, if you hear His voice,” do not turn away! Then Jesus, in one 
of His most stirring and encouraging passages, tells us: 
  
“I CAME that they might have LIFE, and might have it ABUNDANTLY!” 
  
Here, Jesus is not talking about tomorrow or some future after this life—eternal life or heaven—here He 
is talking about TODAY, NOW! He is telling us He wants us to experience SALVATION and the 
ABUNDANT LIFE here and right now! 
  
The one and only way to experience the abundant life, or a full and meaningful life, then, is to have a 
relationship with your Creator, your God, your Heavenly Father! Why we are here and not not-here. I 
exist! I am! Why am I?—I am created by God for an eternity that begins with this life TODAY, NOW, and 
only more later!. 
  
Salvation is transcendent, enjoining the present and the future. Our SALVATION now is only a foretaste 
of the GLORY DIVINE yet before us. There we will enjoy heaven with all gone before us—the generations 
of God’s people and those we have known in our lifetimes. Presently we can have the fulfilling, 
meaningful life He intends for us to ENJOY, through it all, the good-difficult-bad times with a sense of 
Heaven’s Presence! 
  



That is the Big Picture.  
  
Until the next eUpdate, Shalom! 
  
Paul and Rickie Clark 
Osaka, Japan 
 
P.S. Remember to open up the attachment in order to read our eUpdate. 
 


