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25 “All this I have spoken while still with you.  26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. 

How good it feels when family or friends send you things. But what makes an item sent by 

that person so special? Whether it’s a birthday present, or a Christmas card, or even just a 

postcard saying “Hi!” why do we enjoy it so much when people we know send us things? 

Perhaps because receiving something makes us feel special. It makes us feel good knowing that 

someone cares about us, that someone loves us enough to take the time to send us something. 

As we look again at these words of Jesus recorded by the Apostle John, we realize how 

much more special it is when the one who is sending us something is our heavenly Father. Jesus 

tells us that ... 

Theme: God the Father sends us his Spirit 

         1. To remind us of Jesus words 

         2. So we can have peace 

Jesus was speaking these words to his disciples on the night before he died. He was getting 

them ready for what would happen once he was gone. Jesus said, “But the Counselor, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 

of everything I have said to you” (v. 26). We might wonder why the Holy Spirit would have to 

remind the disciples of anything. These men had been with Jesus for three years. They had 

heard every word he said. Why would they need reminding from the Holy Spirit? 

They would need reminding because people forget. People especially forget the things God 

has said. The Israelites of the Old Testament did. God had given the Israelites his Ten 

Commandments, the first of which is, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). 

It did not take long for the Israelites to forget what God had said. The next thing you know they 

were building an idol in the shape of a calf and were worshiping it. God also said he was going 

to send his people a Savior. The Israelites forgot that promise as well. So God sent Isaiah to let 

them know: “You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your 

fortress” (Isaiah 17:10). And it was not just the Israelites. Jesus' own disciples forgot his words. 

After Jesus’ crucifixion they locked themselves inside of a house because they were afraid they 

were next. They had forgotten that Jesus said he would rise from the dead. 

So how is your memory when it comes to remembering God’s word? We don’t always 

remember God’s words either, do we? That’s because our sinful nature wants us to forget. It 

works hard at making us forget. Have you ever noticed how we can sit in church for an hour, 

yet as soon as we leave church, we start forgetting Jesus’ words? We might be no more than five 

minutes from church and our sinful nature has us arguing with our spouse, ignoring our 

parents, or thinking all sorts of things we shouldn’t be thinking. And our sinful nature has a lot 

of help. The world is constantly trying to drown out Jesus’ words. The world shouts, “You 

deserve the best. So, go out there and fight for what is rightfully yours! Go and get all you are 

entitled to!” With the world shouting in our ears it can be hard to remember what Jesus said. 

Then there’s Satan. He works the hardest at making us forget what Jesus said, or at least 

questioning what he said. Satan asks, “Did Jesus really say being angry with someone is the 
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same as murdering them? Did Jesus really say that we are supposed to love God even more 

than we love our family? Even more than we love ourselves!?” Satan’s incessant whispering 

makes it hard for us to be sure of what Jesus said. 

We do forget, and when we do our hearts become troubled. We start worrying about the 

problems we have and how WE are going to solve them. We become afraid of all the things in 

this world that are out of our control, and we wonder how are WE ever going to make it 

through. 

That is why we need the Holy Spirit to remind us why Jesus came into this world. The Spirit 

reminds us of what Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” 

(John 10:10).  Jesus came to give us life, but the life he gives us came at a high price. Jesus told 

his disciples, “[...] the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. 

They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him 

and spit on him, flog him and kill him” (Mark 10:33-34). A rather graphic reminder, isn’t it? 

The Holy Spirit reminds us Jesus willingly laid down his life to pay for our forgetfulness. The 

Spirit reminds us that Jesus rose from the dead to declare that every sin we have ever 

committed, or will commit, is forgiven. The Spirit reminds us that Christ removed the barrier of 

sin, so God the Father is no longer angry with us. Instead, the Father now opens his ears to our 

prayers, and opens his heavenly home to our souls. And when Satan and the world make our 

lives hard, the Spirit reminds us that our ascended Lord now rules over everything that 

happens in this life, working out everything for our good. Jesus’ gospel promises are incredibly 

important to our spiritual lives. That is why God the Father sends us his Spirit: To remind us of 

Jesus’ words. 

In this crazy, busy world we live in it’s nice to get reminders. We realize we do not always 

remember things, so life seem to go a little smoother when there are people or things to give us 

reminders. Like when your wife or girlfriend subtly reminds you that her birthday is coming 

up. That is a good thing to know because then you can plan for it; you can be ready for when 

that day arrives. That gives us a sense of confidence; a sense of peace knowing things are taken 

care of. This is why God the Father sends us his Spirit.  Not only to remind us of what Jesus 

said, but also so we can have peace. 

The Spirit reminds us of Jesus’ peace: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives” (v. 27). The peace of Christ is not a worldly peace. The 

world’s peace is shallow, it’s only the surface of what we see. People can look like they are at 

peace on the outside, but on the inside they may absolutely hate each other. It only takes a small 

offense to disrupt worldly peace and start an argument, or even a war. The peace of this world 

does not last because sin has corrupted the world. 

The peace of Jesus is not like the peace the world offers. Jesus’ peace is a peace that calms 

our troubled hearts. We have worries in life that take away our peace: We worry about final 

exams, losing our job, failing health, or not having enough money to pay the bills. We worry 

about loneliness, or if there will be someone to care for us when we can no longer care for 

ourselves. In the midst of these worries the Holy Spirit brings back to our minds Jesus’ words: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you” (v. 26). Along with giving us himself Jesus gives 

us his peace. Trusting in Christ and his promises we know we will always be taken care of, no 

matter what the circumstance in life. Jesus himself said, “I have told you these things, so that in 
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me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 

the world” (John 16:33). 

The peace of Christ that the Holy Spirit brings to our minds is a peace that drives out fear. It 

certainly drove out the disciple’s fears. When the Holy Spirit entered into those twelve men on 

Pentecost they were changed, from fear filled men closed up inside of a house, to fearless men 

who were boldly preaching salvation in Jesus’ name. It is that same peace that the Spirit brings 

to us. That peace drives out our greatest fear: What is going to happen to me when I die? There 

is a little twinge of that fear in all of us. But you do not have to be afraid of death. Because of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection sin no longer stands between us and our Heavenly Father. Death is 

now simply a doorway to eternal life. A perfect life in a perfect place that has been guaranteed 

to you by the blood of your Savior. When we are faced with death, we have nothing to fear. 

Our greatest fear has been wiped out. Our greatest problem has been wiped away. So, what 

is the worst that can happen to us in this life? Pick your worst fear: failure, poverty, losing your 

health. In the face of our worst fears the Holy Spirit comes along and reminds us – Jesus is God! 

The very God who created everything, and gave up everything, just to save you from hell. Jesus 

displayed his incredible power as God when he rose from the dead. Now, he is again in heaven 

with complete power and authority, ruling over everything for you. This Jesus, the Almighty, 

All-powerful, eternal, loving and ever-present God, is the same one who said, “You may ask me 

for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14:14). No matter what our fear is Jesus says, 

“Ask me to help you and I will do it, for nothing is impossible with God!” 

Now, maybe you’re thinking, “I did ask, yet nothing has changed. My fear and what causes 

it are still here. I do not see that anything is different or better.” When thoughts like that start to 

creep into our minds the Holy Spirit comes along and reminds us of what we already know:  

“[...] we know that in all things,” even the things that frighten or worry us, in all things, “God 

works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” 

(Romans 8:28). We may not always like what we see happening in our lives. We may not always 

be so comfortable dealing with the troubles that come our way. We may not always appreciate 

God’s answer to our prayers, but through God’s word you can be absolutely certain of this: 

Jesus, your God and Savior, is controlling everything in this world with your best interest in 

mind. He is ruling over everything to make sure you get to heaven. Now that is real peace. 

It is nice when people send us things, isn’t it? It is nice to know someone is thinking about 

us. It’s nice to know someone cares. God does not just care for you, he loves you. God the Father 

loves you with an everlasting love. That is why he sent us his Spirit: To remind us of Jesus’ 

words. To strengthen our trust in our Savior. To give us peace. What a loving and 

compassionate God we truly have, one who cares enough to send us his very best. Amen. 


