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44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he 

opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  46 He told them, “This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48 You are 

witnesses of these things.  49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he had led them out to the 

vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  51 While he was blessing them, he 

left them and was taken up into heaven.  52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy.  53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

Would you consider someone leaving a blessing? I guess it depends on who it is. If 

that annoying neighbor stops by and overstays his welcome it may feel like a blessing 

when he leaves. But what if the best friend you ever had moved away? And what if 

they didn’t just move across town, or across the state, but they moved to a country on 

the other side of the world? Sure, there are cell phones and the internet to stay in 

contact with that person, but it’s not the same as them being there. It certainly wouldn’t 

feel like a blessing if they left, would it? It would feel like you lost something; like you 

lost a part of yourself. 

So, would it be a blessing if Jesus left? That is what the disciples were dealing with. 

There was Jesus ascending back into heaven, his hands outstretched to bless his 

followers. Yet it may not have seemed like much of a blessing. The Son of God who had 

graced this world with his presence was now returning to where he came from. Was he 

taking his blessings with him? No. If fact we see from God’s words before us that ... 

Theme: Jesus ascends to send us blessings! 

          1. The blessing of power. 

          2. The blessing of joy. 

The Gospel writer Luke tells us in the other book he wrote, the book of Acts, that 

after his resurrection Jesus met with his disciples “over a period of forty days and 

spoke about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). During that time Jesus was preparing his 

disciples for day he would no longer be with them. He was getting them ready for the 

day he would be leaving. 

As our Lord prepared his disciples for his departure, he points them to a source of 

power that would keep their faith strong after he was gone. Now, we may think of the 

power of Holy Spirit that was poured out on the disciples at Pentecost. Jesus did say, “I 

am going to send you what my Father has promised [...]”, the “power from on high” 

(v. 49). That special outpouring of the Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak in 

different languages and miraculously heal people. That special gift of the Spirit was 
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given to the Apostles to give authority to the message they would be speaking; to show 

their message was from God. Yet Jesus’ Apostles would not receive that power until ten 

days after Jesus ascended. In his words before us Christ is speaking of a source of 

power that these men already had access to. 

Look at where Jesus points them. He said, “This is what I told you while I was still 

with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 

the Prophets and the Psalms” (v. 44). These three divisions – the Law, the Prophets, 

and the Psalms – are the divisions the Jews used to divide up their Bible, what we call 

the Old Testament. Jesus is pointing his disciples to the power of the Word. The Power 

of God’s promises in his Word has been creating saving faith in people for thousands of 

years. From the time of Adam and Eve right up to Jesus’ day, the power of the Holy 

Spirit had been working through that Word to change people’s hearts. 

But the disciples had not recognized that blessing. They were too focused on what 

Jesus was doing in the ‘here and now.’ They were still focused on worldly things even 

on the day Jesus ascended into heaven. On that day some were still asking, “Lord, are 

you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6)? The disciples did 

not see the blessing of God’s power that Jesus had already given them. The power of his 

word. 

How often are we the same way? Sometimes we get so focused on the ‘here and 

now’ that we miss the blessings of God’s Word. We are frequently reminded to be in 

God’s Word every day. Yet we may think, “Read the Bible? I don’t have time for that 

right now. I have to get ready for work. After work there’s yard work, and practice, and 

a game tonight. And I need some time to spend with my friends. Plus, there’s that 

movie I wanted to see, T.V. programs to catch up on, housework, laundry ... .” The list 

goes on and on. How easy it is for the world to fill our eyes and our minds to the point 

where our hearts become focused on the world. And when our minds and hearts are 

focus on the world how easy it is to miss the blessing God sets right in front of us! 

When we give the things of this world a higher priority than God’s Word, we are really 

breaking the First Commandment; we are putting something ahead of God in our lives. 

But what’s even worse is when we do that, we end up missing out on the power of 

God’s blessings. We end up setting aside the very thing that assures us of our salvation, 

keeps us close to our Savior, and brings us God’s peace in this crazy and unsettled 

world. 

If we have any doubt about the power of God’s Word, Jesus’ ascension assures us of 

the Word’s power. Think about it: What if Jesus had not come and fulfilled the words of 

the Old Testament? Then all of God’s promises in the Old Testament would just be 

empty words; they would be meaningless. A promise that is never fulfilled is a promise 

that is powerless. 

But what God promised, Jesus fulfilled. And what did God promise? He promised 

that “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
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remembers your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25). How can that be? Sin dams people, and 

our sins certainly deserve the punishment of eternal death in hell. How can a Holy and 

Just God simply let us go free? Because God made a promise. He promised a substitute 

to take the punishment of our sins. Through the prophet Isaiah God says of our 

substitute: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 

we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Jesus made good on God’s promises. He said, “This is what is written: The Christ 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name [...]” (vs. 46-47). Jesus’ life, death and resurrection 

fulfilled God’s Old Testament promises of forgiveness and salvation. And those 

promises continue to be fulfilled as forgiveness in Christ continues to be proclaimed. 

So as Christ ascends into heaven, he completes the fulfillment of all those salvation 

promises. As he lifts his hands in blessing, he shows that everything necessary for our 

salvation was done. There was nothing left to be done to save us. Jesus’ death paid for 

our sin of giving worldly things a greater priority than God’s Word. His resurrection 

assures us ALL of our sins have been removed. Now, Jesus ascends into heaven to show 

us that we will also one day ascend into heaven. And Jesus has gone there to open the 

door for us. 

Jesus’ ascension is a blessing of power to all who believe in him. Not only does it 

show us the work of salvation is finished, but it also shows us that the promise of God’s 

forgiveness is real, and it is for you. Christ’s ascension makes us certain of the power of 

God’s Word and his promise of forgiveness. 

Yet we may still wonder if there wasn’t some uncertainty in the minds of the 

disciples. As they stood there watching Jesus ascending into heaven you would think 

they may have been having some feelings of doubt or maybe a little bit of sadness. Jesus 

was leaving! They would no longer be able to see him, or touch him, or hear his voice. 

You would think that would leave them feeling a bit unsettled. Well if that was the case, 

they certainly did not show it. Luke tells us in his gospel, “Then they worshiped him 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy” (v. 52). Jesus’ ascension does not bring 

sadness. Instead it brings the blessing of joy. 

We experience the joy of knowing that Christ is in heaven ruling over this entire 

world for us. That brings us joy because Jesus is a ruler who knows what it’s like to live 

in this world. He faced temptations just like we do, the temptations of power and greed 

and peer pressure. He dealt with suffering while he was here. He had pain, and not just 

the pain of the cross, but the everyday kinds of aches and pains. Jesus knew what it was 

like to be cold and tired and hungry. He knows what it’s like to be betrayed by a friend. 

Jesus knows what it’s like to have a loved one die. Since Jesus can relate to what we go 

through he knows how to help us in our times of need. He comes to us in his word, and 

he comforts us with his presence. He sends us a joy that helps us stand up under the 
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pressure of our earthly struggles. 

As our ruler Jesus also directs everything in this world to keep us close to him. 

Christ blesses us by working to keep his Word in our lives. He sends us Pastor, teachers 

and Christian family and friends to share his Word with us, so that the power of his 

Word can keep us on that heavenly road. 

The joy of Jesus’ blessings is not something he wants us to keep to ourselves. At his 

ascension Christ blessed us with the joy of being able to share the good news about him 

with others. And he gives us all kinds of opportunity to do that. We can share Jesus 

with our fellow believers as we praise his name in worship. Today we get the special 

joy of hearing a young Christian confess the faith he shares with us as Kaeden is 

confirmed today. We can also share our Savior with those around us who are burdened 

and worn down by the sin of this world. We can share with them the good news of 

Jesus’ forgiveness, and the joy of peace we have with God in Christ. We can even share 

that gospel message with people all around the world who do not know their Savior. 

Jesus said, “[...] repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations [...]” (v. 47). Unfortunately, each one of us not able to go to every nation. But we 

can do this though our church body, the WELS. When individual churches pool their 

resources, it allows people to be trained and sent where we are not able to go: Places 

like Mexico, or Africa, or Asia. The more we share of what God has given to us, the 

more we share in the joy of our risen and ascended Savior. 

So often when people leave our lives, we feel a sense of loss, a sense of emptiness. 

But that is not the case with Jesus leaving. When he ascended into heaven Jesus blessed 

us. It was not a loss, but a gain. We have been blessed with the power of his Word 

which gives us the strength we need to endure this life. We have been blessed with the 

joy of a Savior who not only rescued us from our sins, but one who is now doing 

everything in his power to make sure we end up in heaven with him in heaven. Yes, 

Jesus ascended into heaven, and thanks be to God that he did because he did it to bless 

you. Amen. 


