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11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  12 The hired hand is 

not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 

runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  13 The man runs away because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my 

sheep know me—  15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for 

the sheep.  16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 

listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.  17 The reason my Father loves me is 

that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I 

received from my Father.” 

 

Are any of you fans of the game show Jeopardy? I am always amazed at the 

tremendous amount of knowledge the people have who play that game. If you are going 

to play Jeopardy you need to know more than a few facts about a couple of topics. Players 

have to have an incredibly broad knowledge spanning not only topics but centuries of 

time. Those who play Jeopardy have to have a great knowledge of things such as science, 

literature, and geography. They need to know everything from Emmy winners and pop 

music from the last few years to political leaders from around the world spanning back 

centuries. Yes, it takes a great amount of knowledge to be on the game show Jeopardy. 

Through the Gospel writer John we hear of someone else who has tremendous 

knowledge. As true God Jesus has knowledge of, literally, everything! There is no greater 

knowledge than that! And as John shares with us the great knowledge of Jesus we get to 

see two different aspects of … 

Theme: The great knowledge of the Good Shepherd. 

            I. The Good Shepherd has great knowledge of his sheep. 

          II. It is great for the Sheep know their Good Shepherd. 

Jesus tells us that he is the Good Shepherd, and all who trust in Jesus as their Savior 

are his sheep. We are the sheep Jesus is speaking about here. Our Good Shepherd has 

great knowledge of his sheep. That great knowledge comes, in part, from Christ’s 

connection to who we are. As true God Jesus took part in creating you. As the eternal God 

Jesus is always there for you. He knows everything you think and feel and do.  It is just as 

King David said when speaking about God. David said, “You know me. You discern my 

going out and my lying down you are familiar with all my ways” (Psalm 139:1,3). God 

knows everything, and Jesus, being God, intimately knows you and me. 

But Jesus knows more than just ‘the facts’ about you. He actually understands what 

you’re going though. He understands your feelings and your emotions. As a human being 

Jesus experienced the same things you do. Your Good Shepherd went through the same 

physical experiences: he got hungry, he became thirsty, and he grew tired. He had to deal 
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with emotions: joy, anger, frustration, sorrow. Jesus even faced the same spiritual trials as 

you, dealing with all of the temptation that the world and Satan could throw at him. When 

it comes to life in this world Jesus understands what that is like, which means he 

understands you and what you are going through. 

As our eternal Good Shepherd, Jesus has great knowledge of us sheep. And we are 

more like sheep than we realize. To understand what that means all we have to do is think 

about what sheep are really like and apply that to ourselves. Sheep are weak and 

defenseless. They cannot fight off their enemies, and neither can we. We don’t have the 

power or strength to stand on our own against the attacks of Satan and his allies. Along 

with being weak sheep, we often do things that are not very spiritually “smart.” If a 

shepherd did not lead his sheep to good pasture and clean water, they would eat and 

drink things that are bad for them. How often do we know something is wrong (like 

lustful thoughts), or even spiritually dangerous (like playing with temptation), yet we do 

it anyway? We often ‘take in’ harmful things from this world without even thinking about 

the damage they do to our faith. Sometimes sheep can be downright stubborn. We can be 

quite stubborn, especially when it comes to wanting to get our own way. And just like 

sheep we like to wander. We like to wander away from our Good Shepherd, and 

sometimes we even act like we don’t even know our Shepherd. We wander away from our 

Shepherd, and when we do, we separate ourselves from God and his loving care. 

But our Shepherd is called ‘Good’ for a reason. Jesus did not leave us wander off to 

our own destruction. He has done everything to find us and lead us back to his flock. He 

did this because he knows us and care for us. He knows how weak and defenseless we are, 

and how often we wander away from him. He also knows that, like sheep, we can do 

nothing to save ourselves. 

That is why our Good Shepherd did what was necessary to save us: He laid down his 

life because our lives depended on it. By our sinful wandering we brought death on 

ourselves. God’s word says “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a).  And that death 

is an eternal, agonizing death in hell. So our Good Shepherd, gave up his life to save us 

from that death. Five times in these words, Jesus speaks of “laying down his life” for us 

sheep. Our Lord says, “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord” (v. 

18a). Our Shepherd willingly laid down his life to die our death and take our punishment 

because, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). By Christ’s death you 

and I have forgiveness for all our sinful wandering. 

But our Good Shepherd didn’t just die for the sake of dying.  He died in order to 

conquer death! Jesus says of his life, “I have authority to lay it down and authority to 

take it up again” (v. 18b). After paying for our sins with his holy, precious blood our Good 

Shepherd came back to life. Jesus took up his life again to show he had defeated death. His 

life means we have life. And our Good Shepherd continues watching over us and ruling 
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over everything in this world to care for us. Our loving Shepherd  gently leads and guides 

our lives in this world to bring us into eternal life. It is important that the Shepherd knows 

his sheep, and our Good Shepherd does. He knows you personally, and cares for you each 

and every day. 

When an earthly shepherd spends time with his sheep not only does the shepherd get 

to know the sheep, but his sheep get to know him. Jesus points this out when he says, 

“When [the shepherd] has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 

sheep follow him because they know his voice” (John 10:4). The sheep know the sound 

of their shepherd’s voice. For the sheep to be following someone who cares about them 

they need that knowledge of their Shepherd. It is great for the sheep know their Good 

Shepherd. 

Knowing Jesus as our Good Shepherd is great because that is the knowledge of 

salvation. How great it is to know Jesus because who else will love you unconditionally 

even though he knows every sinful thing you have ever done? Who else would give up 

everything he has so he can live and die to save your soul from the eternal punishment of 

hell? Who would do that? Only your Good Shepherd.  

What is truly amazing is that when the good news about your Good Shepherd is 

shared with you, that Word of God has the power to create faith in you. That powerful 

gospel of Christ comes with the knowledge of things that can only be understood by faith. 

As the Apostle Paul says, “We speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 

words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words” (1 Corinthians 

2:13). These are truths that can only be understood with the help of the Holy Spirit. Truths 

such as: God is one God yet three persons; Jesus is both fully God and fully human; in the 

Lord’s Supper Jesus’ body and blood are there in, with and under the bread and wine. 

None of these things make sense to our rational minds, yet how great this knowledge is 

because it is the knowledge of what our loving Shepherd did to save us from our sins. 

Our knowledge of our Good Shepherd goes beyond what he has done for our souls. 

How great it is to know that Jesus loves and daily cares for us. He is daily providing us 

with everything we need for life in this world. Every day we get to personally experience 

Jesus’ mercy, kindness, and loving forgiveness. Those experiences with our Good 

Shepherd inspire our faith to share the knowledge of him with other sheep. Jesus said, “I 

have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 

listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd” (v 16). Notice what 

Jesus says about those sheep who are not yet a part of his flock.  He says, “I must bring 

them also.” He must gather them and bring them into his sheep pen. He must because he 

loves them immensely, just like he loves you. His love for them is so great that he gave up 

his life to save them. 

There are so many ‘sheep’ in this world who don’t know Jesus. Yet our Shepherd 
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wants them to also experience his love. Those sheep who are lost and sick and tired and 

hurting. We know our Shepherd’s love for us. The better we know Jesus the more his love 

becomes a part of who we are. Christ’s love moves us to want to share his love with those 

‘other sheep’ so they can also be a part of his flock. 

Just think of all of the opportunities we have to share our Good Shepherd with the 

other ‘sheep’ of this world. We can do that personally. When we live our lives to reflect 

our Shepherd’s love to the people around us, they are going to see we are different, and 

they may start asking us why we’re different. That’s when we can tell them about the 

Good Shepherd. Along with all of the opportunities we have as individuals there are also 

things we can do as a ‘flock.’ We can pool our talents and resources so that the Word of 

God can be shared among our families and in our neighborhoods and communities. And 

we can also work with the other ‘flocks’ in our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. We 

can join with them in training men and women to go around our country, and around the 

world, to share the great knowledge of our Good Shepherd. Those missionaries, teachers, 

and evangelists can share Jesus with people who we will probably never meet in this life. 

We can reach out in all these different ways to share that great knowledge of the Good 

Shepherd with those ‘other sheep,’ sheep Jesus wants to bring into his flock. This is why it 

is important for us, his sheep, to know our loving Shepherd. Let’s use that great 

knowledge of our Good Shepherd to share his loving kindness with the wandering sheep 

of this world. 

Maybe you are one of those people who has the knowledge that it takes to be on 

Jeopardy. While that kind of knowledge can be good, there is another knowledge that is 

even more important. Our Good Shepherd has a great knowledge of us, and we, his sheep, 

know how great our Shepherd is. May that knowledge of your Good Shepherd grow every 

day, so you can grow in his forgiving grace. May your Good Shepherd daily feed and 

strengthen you with his word until the day he leads you, his sheep, into the prefect 

pastures he has prepared for you in heaven. Amen. 


