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7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to 

the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although 

he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

Submit. It’s kind of a strange sounding word isn’t it? The dictionary defines ‘submit’ as “to 

put oneself under the authority or will of another.” We do this all the time, don’t we? As 

employees we submit to the rules of the company we work for. Students submit to the rules of 

their school, classroom, and they also have to submit their homework. And we all submit to 

ourselves to the laws and governing officials of the country and state that we live in. 

Why do we submit ourselves to other people? We submit to the will of others for our good, 

to help keep order and peace in our lives. As we look at this portion of scripture, the author tells 

us something rather surprising. He tells us that God submitted. Who could God put himself 

under, and why would he do that? God put himself under the judgment of his own law so he 

could free us from death. God submitted himself to his own authority so that he could save us. 

With this in mind the writer to the Hebrews encourages us to do the same, to …  

Theme:  Submit to the source of salvation. 

        I.  Jesus submitted to suffering to secure salvation. 

       II.  We submit to Jesus to secure eternal life. 

The author is writing this letter to the Hebrews, that is, to Jewish Christians. And he is 

writing to correct a wrong idea that had crept into these believer’s faith. There were some 

Jewish Christians who thought they needed Jesus and something else to be saved. So the writer 

shows how Jesus is the greatest and only source of salvation. Some of the people were thinking 

they needed Jesus and God’s Law to be saved. The author says Jesus is greater than the law. 

Some though they needed Jesus and angels to be saved. The author says Jesus is greater than 

angels. Some thought they needed Jesus and the sacrifices of the high priest to be saved. Jesus is 

far greater than any earthly high priest. 

Jesus is greater because Jesus is God. He is the Almighty God who became fully human. In 

Jesus, we see God humbling himself, giving up the perfection of heaven to become one of us. In 

Christ, we see just how far God was willing to go to save people from their sins. 

When it comes to salvation, what also makes Jesus the greatest is his submission to God’s 

will. Christ submitted to his Father’s will with reverence, honor, and respect. We see Jesus’ 

reverent submission in every aspect of his life. Nothing mattered more to Jesus than doing his 

Father’s will. Jesus was so focused on giving glory to his Father by loving others that nothing 

else mattered to him. Even Jesus’ own bodily needs became secondary. When urged by his 

disciples to eat something Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 

finish his work” (John 4:34).  

You and I need to remember why Jesus did this. Jesus submitted to God because we did 

not. Let’s face it, ‘submit’ is not a word we care to hear. It is a word we tend to despise. 

Submitting is something slaves do, having the will of others imposed upon them. We don’t 

want that. We do not want someone telling us what to do. We want to be in control! But when 



Submit to the source of salvation. 
Text:  Hebrews 5:7-9 for 03/21/2021 by Pastor Bolwerk 

2 

you stop and think about it, we are really not in control. By refusing to submit to God we are 

actually submitting to our sinful nature. Our sinful nature wants the opposite of what God 

wants. God says hatred equals murder. Our sinful nature says, “But what they did I can never 

forgive,” as thoughts of revenge roll around our heads. God says lust is the same as adultery. 

Our sinful nature says “If look at a scantily dressed person who cares? I’m not hurting anyone 

by looking.” God says, “Love me above everyone and everything else.” And what does our 

sinful nature say? “Hey, I was going to eat that last cookie!”, “That’s mine! Give it back! Don’t 

touch my stuff!”, “No, I’m not because I just don’t have time.”, “I’m not doing that. That’s not 

my job.” “I don’t care what God says, I’m doing it anyway.” Our idea of submitting usually 

means putting ourselves under the will of our own sinful desires, instead of putting ourselves 

under the loving will of God. 

This is why Jesus submitted himself to suffering so he could save us. Although he was a 

son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation (vs. 8,9a). There is a hard phrase here. The author says, “once made 

perfect,” Jesus became the source of salvation. But I thought Jesus was perfect? He is. The 

translation we are using here is not the clearest. A better translation is found in the Evangelical 

Heritage Version (EHV) of the Bible. There it says, “After he was brought to his goal” (v. 8a 

EHV) he became the source of salvation.  

To get to “his goal” of saving the world from sin, Jesus had to do something that went 

completely against his nature as God: He had to die. As true God Jesus is spiritually and 

morally perfect. Christ is completely without sin. Sin brings death, but since Jesus had no sin he 

should have never died. But to reach his goal of paying for the world’s sins Christ had to die. 

Jesus wanted to perfectly carry out Father’s will. But as true God, the thought of dying troubled 

Jesus. That’s why in our gospel Christ said, “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’?” (John 12:27). The human Jesus did not want to face pain, 

suffering, and death any more than we do. Yet driven by his desire to submit to his Father and 

carry out his will, the Son moves forward. He says, “No, it was for this very reason I came to 

this hour. Father, glorify your name” (John 12:28)! The only thing that mattered to Christ was 

glorying his Father by perfectly carrying out the First Commandment. So the Son submitted 

himself to suffering and death. As Christ shed his prefect blood, he paid for all sins completely, 

even paying for our reluctance to submit to the Father’s will. By perfectly carrying out God’s 

will, Jesus’ work was brought to its goal: The sins of this world were paid for. And having 

reached his goal Jesus became the source of eternal salvation. When people hear what Jesus has 

done, and trust in his forgiveness for their sins, they have eternal life. 

Jesus submitted himself to suffering so he could secure our eternal salvation. Knowing Jesus 

is the source of that salvation, we know who we need to turn to so we can have eternal life. We 

put ourselves under our Savior. We submit to Jesus to secure eternal life. 

The writer to the Hebrews says that once Jesus reached his goal, “he became the source of 

eternal salvation” (v. 9). Notice he says Jesus became the source of eternal salvation, not a 

source. Faith in Christ is not one of many ways to heaven. No, Jesus is the only source of 

salvation. The Apostle Peter said, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
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name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus himself says, 

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” 

(John 14:6). When some people hear us talk like this, they say it sounds “exclusivist,” because 

we are saying the only way a person can get to heaven is by faith in Jesus. That is exactly what 

we are saying. But these are not our words, they are God’s words. So, if someone challenges us, 

we don’t have to defend ourselves; we simply give the person God’s Word and let God handle 

it from there. God says Jesus is the only, true source of salvation. 

As Jesus becomes our source of salvation, in response to him saving us we obey him. As the 

author says, “he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him” (v. 9). When the 

author talks here about obeying, he’s really talking about putting our complete trust in Jesus. The 

Apostle John helps us better understand this in his first letter. He says, “We have confidence 

before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do 

what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 

and to love one another as he commanded us (1 John 3:21-23). The command we “obey” is 

God’s command to believe. And God’s command to believe creates in us what is necessary to 

carry out that command; it creates faith. God gives us faith through his Word, his commands 

and promises, and that faith in turn connects us to the source of our salvation, Jesus Christ. And 

faith is empowered by the same Word that created it. God gives us the power to believe, and 

then God gives us the power to act. 

What kind of actions does God’s command empower us to do? It strengthens our 

connection to the source of salvation. For faith to stay alive it must be connected to Christ, and it 

is only God’s Word that connects us to Jesus. This is why our faith is constantly reaching for 

God’s Word. Like hunger driving our bodies to eat, faith moves us to feed on the Word. When 

we do that Word empowers us to love the people around us. The more God’s Word strengthens 

our connection to the source of salvation, the more Christ’s love fills us. The Source fills us with 

love, which moves us to want to do what is best for our neighbors. Christ’s love compels us to 

care for the spiritual and physical needs of the people around us. 

So who is this “neighbor” we are to love as ourselves? In his parable of the Good Samaritan 

Jesus tells us that our neighbor is anyone whom God puts in the path of our life. It could be 

anyone: a co-worker or your boss; perhaps a classmate or even a teacher; it might be a store 

cashier or your actual neighbor. And how can you love this person as yourself? When you see a 

need, fill it. Do they need some of your time? Do they need help with some task they cannot do 

by themselves? Do they need to hear the life-giving words of Christ?  

When it comes to loving other as yourself think of it this way:  If you were walking down a 

hallway and you passed yourself, how would you “love yourself?” Would you smile and say 

“Hi?” Would you say a kind word, or encourage yourself in some way? Would you treat 

yourself to lunch? Would you take the time to listen? Once you have done any or all of these 

things would you go even further: Would you share the gospel with yourself? Maybe this is 

why we don’t share the gospel with others very often because we are not sharing the gospel 

with ourselves. Just think of what the gospel can do!  If someone is hurting because of the guilt 

of past sins, or if they’re burdened by the sins of others, you could share God’s mercy and 
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forgiveness with them! You can share with them God’s peace. Love that person just as you 

would love yourself. Having submitted ourselves to Christ we know our salvation is secure. So, 

let’s do what we can to help others secure that salvation as well. 

Jesus submitted himself to something he should have never experienced: death. The perfect 

Son of God died so that we could have eternal life. May God give us the strength to always be 

willing to submit to the source of our salvation. It is only in the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Christ that we have forgiveness, and the eternal joy of heaven. Amen. 


