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13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  14 In the temple 

courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.  

15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he 

scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  16 To those who sold doves he 

said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples 

remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 Then the Jews demanded of 

him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 The Jews replied, “It 

has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?”  21 But the 

temple he had spoken of was his body.  22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled 

what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

 

John starts out telling us that Jesus did what every good Jewish man would do for the 

Passover. Jesus went to Jerusalem. The Passover was a major religious festival, like our 

Easter. The Passover was a reminder of God rescuing the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 

God carried out that rescue by sending the Angel of Death to kill all the firstborn in Egypt. 

But the Israelites were spared because the blood of a sacrificial lamb kept Angel of Death 

away from the Israelites. Jesus goes to celebrate and worship at this festival. 

When Jesus arrives at the temple in Jerusalem what does he find? “In the temple 

courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money” (v. 14). What the sellers and money changers were doing was not in 

and of itself wrong. God had told the Israelites, “If you live far away from God’s temple, 

then exchange your offerings for silver and buy what you need when you arrive” (see 

Deut. 14:25-26). It was alright for people to come and buy a sheep to use at the Passover. 

There was also a valid reason for the exchanging of money. The Roman coins used at that 

time had the image of Caesar on them. These Roman rulers claimed to be a god. Jewish 

leaders did not want this false god polluting God’s temple. So the people exchanged 

Roman coins for Jewish coins. They could then use the Jewish coins to pay their temple tax 

or give an offering. Those things were not wrong. 

What was wrong was where and how these things were being done! They were taking 

place in the temple, which is supposed to be a holy place of worship. And if that were not 

bad enough the vendors and money changers were over charging people. They were 

gouging people on both the price of the animals and on the exchange rate for Jewish coins. 

They were doing these things out of pure greed! 

What was even worse was that these things all took away from what worship of the 

true God was all about. Worship is about a relationship with God. It is not about haggling 

over exchange rates or bargaining for the best price of a sheep. Worship of God is not 

about how much money to throw at the problem of sin to make it go away. Spending 

money on the “best” sheep or having the “correct” coins for your offering to God, these 
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things do not get rid of sin. Sadly, the worship of the true God was being turned into 

nothing more than a business transaction. 

What does Jesus do when he sees all of this? Does he say, “Gentlemen, this is really 

not an appropriate place to be doing business”? Or does he tell these people, “I realize 

you’re trying to earn a living, but make sure to clean up when you are done”? No, instead, 

“He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and 

cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To 

those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s 

house into a market” (vs. 15-16)! Jesus whips! He shouts! He overturns! Jesus says to these 

people, “How dare you … !!!” How dare you bring these unholy things into this holy 

place! Jesus is working to clean out the temple so that God can be worshiped properly. 

Surprisingly, the people don’t fight back. They seem to know what they are doing is 

not right. Yet they do question Jesus’ authority. “The Jews demanded of him, ‘What 

miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this’” (v. 18)? That’s a 

dangerous request. As true God, Jesus could have displayed his almighty power. He could 

have called down fire and burned up  the animals, or the money, or even the people! 

Christ could have called on his Father to have the earth split open and swallow these 

people, like what Moses did when people questioned his authority.  

But our Savior doesn’t do any of that. Instead, Jesus points to his power over death: 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (v. 

19). John goes on to tell us that, “the temple he had spoken of was his body” (v. 20). 

Christ points to his own resurrection from the dead as the miraculous sign to prove his 

authority as God. It is Jesus’ power over life and death that ultimately free this world from 

it sins. 

What if Jesus walked into your temple, what would he find there? Now, I’m not 

talking about this building where we worship. I’m talking about the temple God created 

when he brought you to faith. When God created faith in your heart, he turned you into 

his temple, a place where God is worshipped. Scripture says, “Don’t you know that you 

yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? God’s temple is sacred, 

and you are that temple” (1 Corinthians 3:16,17b). The Bible also says of all Christians, 

“For we are the temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16). 

So, if Jesus came to your “temple,” what would he find there? Would he find the 

vendors and money changers of greed? Perhaps he would find cattle and sheep of the 

“herd” mentality, when we mindlessly following the beliefs of society. He might even find 

the stench of all the societal norms that go completely contrary to God’s word. What is 

worst of all is when Jesus finds that we have started turning worship into nothing more 

than a business transaction. It’s when Jesus finds us thinking, “If I sin, then all I have to do 

is go to church and God will forgive me.” Or “As long as I’m giving my offerings that’s all 

that really matters to God.” “If I’m making right sacrifices in my life, that will fix my 
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relationship with God.” We turn worship into something we “must do,” something we 

“have to do” instead of something we want to do. Yet throwing our time, or money, or 

sacrifices at God won’t fix our relationship with him. None of these things remove sin. 

What does Jesus do when he finds these things? Does he say, “That’s okay, at least 

you’re trying.” “I know this is a struggle for you, so I’ll clean this up next time.” NO! Jesus 

whips! Jesus drives out! Jesus overturns everything that gets between us and him! He says 

to us, “How dare you … bring these unholy things into God’s temple!!!” God the Father 

made you and then he did everything to save you from burning eternally. He cleaned up 

the garbage of sin. And what do you do? You drag all the garbage back in, and then jump 

right back on the road to hell. Jesus says, “Get these out of here!!” 

What is often our response to Jesus cleaning our “temple”? “Oh, I’m so sorry Jesus. 

Please forgive me.” No. Most of the time our response is the same as the Jews in the 

temple that day, “Who do you think you are Jesus, that you can tell me how to live my 

life? Show me the authority you have to tell me that what I’m doing is wrong!” How often 

is our response to Jesus’ “temple cleaning” to throw it back in his face, as if somehow Jesus 

made a mistake by coming in and cleaning house. 

How does our Lord respond to us? Does he call down fire on us because of our blatant 

disrespect? Does he have the earth split open and swallow us for the contempt we show 

him? No … thankfully. What Jesus does do is take that huge mess that he finds in our 

temple, and lifts onto his own shoulders. Instead of whipping us for our sins, he is 

whipped for our sins. He is beaten and mocked for our mindless, business like worship. 

He allows himself to be tortured and executed for our sinful disregard for his authority. As 

Christ hangs on a cross under the suffocating weight of our sins, he is separated from his 

loving Father so that we will never have to be separated from the Father’s love. And after 

cleaning up the mess of every last sin in this world, Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 

19:30). The sinless Passover Lamb of God shed his blood and died so that the angel of 

eternal death could pass over you and me. It’s at this point that Jesus gives the proof of his 

authority over all life as he uses his almighty power as God to rise from the dead. Jesus not 

only cleaned up sin, but he also cleaned up death. Jesus cleaned up our relationship with 

his Father. Having completed that saving work our Lord now freely offers us forgiveness, 

peace, and life. 

Having completely his world-wide cleaning of all sin Jesus now comes to us and says, 

“It’s time to clean out the temple. Your temple.” But how? How do we clean our temple? 

Do we take God’s Ten Commandments and use them as a check list for everything we 

need to get perfectly clean? Hopefully, you recognize how impossible that is. While the 

Commandments are certainly a guide for our lives, those Commandments cannot actually 

do anything to change us; to clean us up. God’s Commandments cannot clean sin out of 

the temples of our minds and lives. When we look at our lives in the light of God’s 

Commandments, all those Commands can ever really do is show us where the dirt is, but 
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they don’t change us to clean up the dirt. 

So how do we get this temple clean? The same way the temple in Jerusalem was 

cleaned on the day in our text. We let Jesus do the cleaning. Only his power can drive out 

the dirt of sin. Only his power can truly change us. 

We sin every day. Every day our sins mess up the temple of our lives, they mess up 

our relationship with God. Every day our temples need cleaning. Jesus does that cleaning 

with his forgiveness. Christ’s gospel reminds us that he paid for every one of those sins 

that messes up our temples. Jesus entered your life, and your temple, at your baptism 

washing you with his forgiveness, and filling you with the power of his resurrection life. 

And Jesus continues that cleansing work as he offers you his own body and blood in the 

sacrament of his Holy Supper. There at his table Christ personally empowers your faith 

and cleans away everything that gets in the way of your relationship with him. Then he 

encourages us to not drag the dirt back in. Every day we need Jesus’ cleansing in our lives. 

But for Jesus to clean your temple, you need to let him in. How? Through what we 

read and hear in the scriptures. Christ works in our lives in connection with his word, all 

of his word! Through his word he empowered your faith by his Holy Spirit. Through his 

word he helps you see how your temple needs to be cleaned. Through that same word he 

shows you how he has carried out that cleaning with his perfect forgiveness, cleansing us 

from our guilt and shame. For Jesus to enter your life so he can keep you clean, you need 

to open his word, the Bible.  

Jesus wants to keep you clean. So by the power of your God given faith, keep letting 

him back in. Christ wants to daily cleans you and fill you with his gospel. As Jesus fills 

you with his grace, he helps you live your life of faith. He helps you to love. He helps you 

to keep your temple clean by helping you to be kind, and patient, and faithful. He helps 

you to properly worship God. And every time you display those simple fruits of faith in 

your life, your Lord smiles and says, “Well done!” He does the work. You get the credit. 

It is time to clean out the temple. While that cleaning may not always be pleasant, trust 

Jesus’ cleansing power. Christ has the power to clean away all that disrupts our 

relationship with him and his Father. You can be assured Jesus will keep using his 

cleansing power on you, so that in the end you will be perfectly clean to stand before the 

Almighty God and be welcomed into his eternal temple. Amen. 


