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3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has 

blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 

your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light 

shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

 

To help keep our brains healthy my wife and I like to do different puzzles, such as 

crossword puzzles, math puzzles, and pattern puzzles. There is a puzzle we found on the 

internet that we started doing, and that puzzle is called “Spot the Difference.” The goal is 

quite simple: You are shown two pictures that are almost identical, and you have to spot 

the differences between the two. While that sounds simple, it rarely is. While some of the 

differences are very obvious, several of them are usually very subtle. And often we can 

find the first nine very quickly, and then take minutes (which can feel like hours) trying to 

find that last difference. What is really frustrating is when the other person finds that last 

difference, and you can’t see it! It’s there, in fact it is right in front of your face, but you just 

can’t see it! 

Faith can be a lot like those “Spot the Difference” puzzles: sometimes people “see it,” 

and sometimes they don’t. But faith isn’t about seeing something in a picture. Faith is 

about trusting a God whom we cannot see. So in his letter to the Corinthian church, the 

Apostle Paul help us to “see” by faith. When it comes to faith, Paul tells us to …  

 Theme: See the light of God’s glory! 

           I. It is shining in Christ 

          II. It is revealed in the Gospel 

As Paul was writing to the believers in Corinth, he was writing to a congregation that 

wasn’t quite sure about his ministry. The Corinthians wondered if Paul was really sent to 

them by God, or was he simply trying to deceive them? If Paul was sent by God, then why 

weren’t more people coming to faith when Paul preaches? That same question could be 

asked about the ministry here at St. Matthew’s. If God’s word is really being proclaimed 

here, then why aren’t more people coming to faith and joining our church? Paul’s answer 

to those questions is both comforting and troubling. He said: “And even if our gospel is 

veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds 

of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 

is the image of God” (vs. 3, 4). It is Satan who is blinding people to the truth of God’s 

word. 

The reason a blind person cannot see the sun is not because the sun isn’t shining; it’s 

because the person is blind. The same is true when people don’t believe the gospel 

message about Jesus. When people don’t believe the gospel, it isn’t because that message is 

defective. They don’t believe it because Satan, or as Paul calls him “the god of this age,” 
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has blinded their minds. The truth is, at one time we were also blind to God’s glory. The 

only reason we can now see that glory is because God has shone the light of his glory into 

us. When God did that he created faith in our hearts. Paul puts it this way: “For God, who 

said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (vs. 6). 

With this verse Paul takes us all the way back to the creation of the world. He tells us 

if God had never said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), then light would have never 

come into existence. There would be only darkness. The same is true of our faith. If God 

had not caused the light of his glory to shine in our hearts we would be lost. We would not 

understand how offensive our sins are to God. Without the light of God’s glory showing 

us how damning every sin is, we would have no idea how desperately we need a savior. 

There would be no hope of salvation for us. There would be only spiritual darkness 

leading to eternal death. 

But in Jesus’ saving work we see the light of God’s glory shining into this sin darkened 

world. God chose to shine that light into our hearts. Why did God do that? God shone his 

light into us purely because of his grace. There wasn’t anything God saw in us that was 

deserving of his love. When God looks at humanity all he sees is sin. When God looks at 

this world he sees people who are not good for anything except to be thrown onto the 

garbage heap of hell. Still, God loves us, and instead of throwing us out he shines his love 

on us and in us. 

God shines the light of his glory in us through his Son. We see the light of God’s glory 

shining in every part of Jesus’ life. At his birth we see Jesus giving up the glories of heaven 

to come and live under God’s law in our place. During his ministry we see God’s glory 

shining as Christ heals, and helps, and works to turn people away from their sins and back 

to his heavenly Father. The light of Christ’s glory as God was most apparent outwardly on 

the Mount of Transfiguration. Yet, even in Jesus’ death we see that light: the light of sins 

forgiven; the light of guilt removed. And that light shines even brighter in our Lord’s 

resurrection. In Jesus’ resurrection from the dead we are assured of our own resurrection. 

In the light of Christ we have the hope of a perfect life that will go on forever. We see the 

light of God’s glorious goodness shining in Christ. 

If you were to ask non-Christians what the Bible is all about many would say things 

like, “It’s a book of stories that teach people right and wrong.” Or, “It’s teaches people to 

treat others as they would want to be treated.” One that I have heard is, “It’s a book 

written to scare children with God’s punishment, so they behave.” When the people of this 

unbelieving world look at the Bible, they see it as just another book of stories written to 

teach people lessons about life. Unbelief keeps people from seeing the Bible for what it 

really is. The devil is always working to blind people to keep them from seeing the light of 

God’s glory, a light that is clearly revealed in the gospel. 
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We know the Bible is not just another book of morals or fairy tales. The Bible is God’s 

word. In the Bible God reveals himself to us through his Son. All of Scripture points in 

some way to Christ. Jesus said of the Bible, “These are the Scriptures that testify about 

me” (John 5:39). And in revealing Jesus as the promised Savior from sin, the scriptures 

reveal God.  

Why is it that so many who read the Bible still don’t believe in Jesus as their Savior? 

It's because sinful hearts don’t want to accept the things God says. We are really no 

different. At one time we were blind to who Jesus is. We also had that veil of unbelief 

covering our hearts and minds. But in his kindness, God the Father spoke to us through 

these words of scripture. Through his Word God sent his Holy Spirit to fill us with the 

light of his knowledge. Through the gospel God revealed to us his Son as our Savior. 

When he did the light of faith flooded our hearts. For some of us this happened very early 

in life, at our baptisms. For others it happened later when someone shared with us the 

good news of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit used that message to illuminate our hearts, so 

we can see Jesus as our God and Savior.  

But wouldn't it be neat to see Jesus face-to-face? Wouldn't it be awesome to walk with 

Jesus and listen to him teach like his disciples did? Well, you can! You can see him and 

walk with him and listen to him teach! You can do all of this by simply reading the Bible. 

As you read the scriptures, the Holy Spirit speaks to your hearts. When he does, your 

mind is taken back in time, and with the eyes of faith you see Jesus. You see Jesus as he 

performs his miracles. Your ears of faith hear Jesus teach the way of salvation. As you read 

the Holy Scriptures the light of God’s glory is revealed to you through that message about 

Christ. 

This is important for us to remember. The voices of the world tell us the Bible is just 

another book. We are not immune to the temptation of viewing the Bible as nothing more 

than a collection of stories. We are also tempted to pick and choose what we want to 

believe from scriptures and leave out the rest. We can even be tempted to ignore the Bible 

completely. Satan is always working to pull that veil of unbelief over our eyes, to keep us 

from seeing the glory of Christ revealed in the gospel. 

Realize the treasure you have in God's Word! Realize that when you read or hear the 

gospel you get to see the glory of God shining in Christ. The more contact we have with 

Jesus through his Word, the more his light shines in our hearts, strengthens our faith, and 

fill us with his peace.  

Peter, James, and John got to see Jesus’ greatest glory, but it wasn’t on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. It was on that hill called Golgotha. It was there Christ’s greatest glory was 

revealed. To many Jesus was just a criminal dying on a cross. But we view his crucifixion 

with the eyes of faith. Through our God given faith we see the greatest love imaginable. 

We see God, who took on human flesh and blood, dying for his own creation. We see our 
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loving Lord suffering the fires of hell; the hell that my sins and your sins deserve. We see 

God washing our sins away in his own blood. This is God's greatest glory, the glory he 

revealed to us in his gospel. We see that light  of Christ shining on every page of scripture. 

And just like Paul, that light changes our lives forever. Suddenly we can see clearly. We 

clearly see who Jesus is and what he has done for us, he save us from sin and death. 

You see that glory. But that glory is not just for you. Paul says, “For we do not preach 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord” (v. 5). The same Lord, who shattered your spiritual 

darkness, now gives you his light to share with those still living in darkness. When you 

hold the Bible you hold in your hands, “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God” 

(v. 6). When you share that precious gospel message you are giving the Holy Spirit an 

opportunity to remove the veil that is blinding people from seeing God’s saving glory. 

Through the gospel the light of Christ destroys Satan’s hold on the people’s hearts, so that 

they are able to see the glory of God’s saving grace.  

Here on the pages of Scripture you get to see the light of God’s glory. And one day 

you will get to see God’s glory face-to-face. Dressed in Jesus’ robe of righteousness, you 

will live in the light of God’s glory forever. You’ll no longer have to wonder what it’s like 

to see Jesus. Instead, you will see Jesus clearly, and get to enjoy the light of his grace for all 

eternity. What an awesome sight that will be when you and I finally see with our own eyes 

the glorious light of our Lord and Savior! Amen.  

 


