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2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  3 

Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of 

his brothers return to join the Israelites.  4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his 

greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be their peace. 

 

For most of us here these words from Micah are quite familiar. You hear them almost 

every Christmas. These words speak to us about the coming Savior, the Messiah that God 

had promised to send to save his people from their sins. As we look at those words again, 

we want to keep in mind that they were originally written in the Hebrew language. 

Hebrew likes to speak in pictures, using descriptive ways to describe ordinary things. An 

example of that in English would be if you asked someone how old they were and they 

said they have had 57 trips around the sun. They are using a different “picture” to describe 

a year. This is how Hebrew often works. So, as we look at these words from Micah it can 

be helpful to ask, “What is the picture?” 

Even though these words are right in front of us, even though many of you could 

probably recite these words without looking at them, do you understand what these 

words are saying? It’s easy to say, “Yes.” And it is just as easy to skim over these words 

with a quick glance because they are so familiar. But if we do, then we miss a beautiful 

picture that God sets before us in these words. A picture of hidden power and peace. It’s a 

picture that has always been here, yet because we are so often in such a hurry to just get 

through the words, we don’t take the time to fully understand what they are saying to us. 

So these truths of God remain hidden from our hearts. 

This problem of people not fully paying attention to God and his word is not 

something new to us. This was true of people already in Jesus’ day. We see that in the 

gospel reading for today. Jesus had told the people that he had come from God, and that 

he was in the world to speak God’s word and carry out God’s will. Jesus was here to bring 

people eternal life. 

Some of the people there listened closely to what Jesus was saying, and they 

recognized Jesus by the truth he spoke. They recognized him by his words. Those people 

said of Jesus, “He is the Christ” (John 7: 41). 

Some of the people there turned to God’s word looking for the truth, but they did not 

look at the words closely enough. These people remembered what Micah had said about 

the Messiah. This prophet said that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem, the town of 

David. But many of the people thought Jesus was from Nazareth in Galilee. A Savior born 

in Bethlehem would be king, like David. So, many Israelites felt the coming Savior would 

be an earthly king with an earthly kingdom. They thought that Messiah should be 

someone great and glorious and save Israel from their earthly enemies. 
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But these people missed the picture. They did not look far enough in Micah’s words. 

Just a few verses after the one they quote, Micah writes, “He will stand and shepherd his 

flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God” (v. 

4). The Messiah would be a Shepherd. 

At time of Jesus, being a shepherd was hardly considered a noble profession. Yet this 

was the picture Micah gave of the coming Savior: He would be a shepherd, The Good 

Shepherd. And as a shepherd, the Messiah would care for the people as a shepherd cares 

for his flock: he would provide, protect, help, and heal. But the people missed the picture. 

Many people in Jesus’ day looked at him and saw nothing special. He didn’t look like 

the great and powerful king they were hoping for. Jesus looked very ordinary. The 

prophet Isaiah said that would be the case. Isaiah wrote, “He had no beauty or majesty to 

attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2b). 

Jesus was not the great and glorious warrior so many thought the Savior would be. The 

people missed the picture, a picture that was hidden even though it was right in front of 

them. The picture of the Messiah who comes in the strength and majesty of God, yet he 

comes in lowly circumstances to serve God in the most humble of positions. The Savior 

came has a humble shepherd to bring his flock lasting peace and security. 

Is that the picture you saw in these words from Micah? Jesus, the humble shepherd.  Is 

that the picture you wanted to see? Like many of the Israelites in Jesus’ day, do we 

sometimes wish for a Savior who is a powerful king that will defeat our earthly enemies? 

When we see the enemies of our faith prospering, do we want a Messiah who will knock 

them down or cause them to fail? When we are put-down, made fun of, and persecuted for 

our faith do we want a Savior who will strike back and destroy? Do we sometimes wish 

our Savior were a king who would lead us into worldly prosperity, and give us a perfect 

peace here and now? 

But that’s not the picture Micah gives us, is it? Micah’s picture is a picture of hidden 

power and peace. It is a picture of humility. Bethlehem was not some great metropolis. It 

was just the opposite. God says of Bethlehem, “you are small among the clans of Judah” 

(v. 2). Bethlehem was a little village you passed through on the way to the big city of 

Jerusalem. The Savior who would come from Bethlehem would be a shepherd. Like a 

shepherd he would serve in lowliness and humility.  

Yet these words recorded by Micah are not completely absent of power. We are told 

that the Messiah would be a ruler “whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” (v. 

2). If we translate that last phrase literally it could say, “… from the days of eternity.” This 

Savior would be the eternal God. God the Son was coming into the world as a humble 

shepherd to serve his people. He was coming to “shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the LORD” (v. 4).  

The Messiah would use that “strength of the LORD” to carry out the work he came to 

do: Fighting and winning against every temptation Satan could throw at him. Jesus used  
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that “strength of the LORD” to keep God’s law perfectly for us in our place. The Messiah 

used his strength to guide, protect, and heal his people. The Savior used his strength to 

shoulder the weight of our sins, as he faced our hell while hanging on that cross of wood. 

Our Good Shepherd laid down his life for us “sheep” who love to wander. And with his 

death the price of our sin was paid. Jesus humbly gave up his life to pay for our lack of 

concern for, and sinful questioning, of God’s word. With Jesus death all sin is paid for, and 

with his resurrection from the dead we have the guarantee of life in heaven.  

Forgiveness: that is ultimately what this picture in Micah is all about. But do you see 

that in these words? Or do you see something more? There is more than the picture of a 

shepherd hidden in Micah’s words. There is another picture here, a picture that would 

have been seen more clearly by the people of Micah’s day, and possibly even the people of 

Jesus’ day. But that picture is hidden to us because of our language.  

The picture has always been there, but there are probably not many who have taken 

the time to study this portion of God word in enough detail to see the picture. The picture 

becomes clear from one word in the text: Bethlehem. The name for this little town is a 

Hebrew word which simply means “house of bread.” That certainly doesn’t sound like 

something powerful, or even helpful, until you remember who this text is talking about. 

It’s talking about Jesus, the Messiah. 

There on Christmas Eve, we find baby Jesus in Bethlehem, a house of bread. On the 

day of our Savior’s birth we find a picture of something that would take place about 

thirty-three years later on the night before Jesus died. On Maundy Thursday evening, as 

Jesus sat with his disciples eating the Passover meal, Jesus took a loaf of bread, broke it 

into pieces, and said of the bread, “This is my body given for you” (Luke 22:19). Jesus 

gave his body into death for the forgiveness of our sins. His blood poured out of his body 

to wash us clean of all of the offenses you and I have ever committed against God and his 

word. And in that final meal he shared with his disciples Jesus connects his body and 

blood to simple earthly bread and wine.  

That is the picture Jesus shares with you every time you come to receive your Lord’s 

Supper. You get to see and remember both Jesus birth, and his sacrificial death. When you 

take that thin wafer of bread there is Jesus in Bethlehem. There in your hand is the body of 

your Savior wrapped in a house of bread. Do you see the picture? 

This is the very body in which Jesus lived that perfect life in your place. This is the 

body Christ allowed to be sacrificed so he could exchange your sins for his perfection. 

There, wrapped in that meager looking piece of bread, is Jesus’ body. It is not there in a 

natural way, in a way we can see, or touch, or taste, or even completely understand. 

Christ’s body is there in a supernatural way. It is there in a way that goes above and 

beyond our understanding, just as Jesus glorified body can do things that we cannot 

understand like walk through locked doors. Yet, Jesus words plainly and clearly state, 

“This is my body given for you.” 
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Through things that seem so simple and weak – bread, wine, and word – Jesus comes 

to you personally. And as you take with believing hands and hearts that body and blood 

of Christ, Jesus himself says to you, “I forgive you. You are fully and freely forgiven of all 

your sins because I, your Savior, have paid for them all.” In that humble meal, shared with 

Jesus in Bethlehem, you have peace and security with the one true God. 

What a beautiful picture our God sets before us through the words of his prophet 

Micah. And now for you that picture is no longer hidden. God uses the words of his 

prophet to help us see the connection between Jesus birth and death. It is a picture of our 

Good Shepherd as he uses the strength of the LORD to win our forgiveness. It is a 

beautiful picture of power and peace that is found in the Jesus, the Messiah, who is found 

in a little house of bread called Bethlehem. Amen. 

 


