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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was with 

God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made.  4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness, 

but the darkness has not understood it. 6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was 

John.  7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 

believe.  8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9 The true light that 

gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world 

was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  11 He came to that which was his own, but 

his own did not receive him.  12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—  13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

What is something that you consider powerful? The muscles of a body builder, or the 

brain of a genius? What about man-made power sources, like the V8 engine in a sports car 

or a nuclear bomb? There are even things in nature that we recognize have immense 

power like volcanoes, hurricanes, or even the sun. Yet for as powerful as all these things 

are, ultimately the power of every one of them is limited. Their power eventually runs out. 

On this Christmas Day God unwraps his gift to us, and as he does, we discover that 

this is an incredibly powerful gift. Now, what is surprising about God gift is that at first 

glance it doesn’t look powerful. In fact many people today would say it isn’t powerful at 

all. Some might even go so far as to say it is powerless. Yet that which God sets before us 

today has power that can be described as “limitless.” So what is this “powerful” Gift God 

gives us? God sets before us his Word. This is not just any word; this is God’s Living 

Word. It is The Word: The Word that reveals who God is and what he has done. And God 

does not just want us to hear this Word; he doesn’t want this Word to go in one ear and 

out the other. No, God says listen! 

Theme:  Listen to God’s powerful Gift. 

        I.  It’s a Gift that gives true life. 

       II.  It’s a Gift that makes us children of God. 

And this Gift, this Word that our text speaks of, is Jesus. That may not seem clear at 

first because the Apostle John’s words, for as simple as they are, can be confusing. Yet, if 

we pay attention to what John says it becomes clear who he’s talking about. How do we 

know John is speaking about Jesus in this portion of scripture? We know because John 

says, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (v. 14a). John is 

speaking here of the first Christmas Day when Christ came into this world “in the flesh” as 

a human baby.  
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Now, by calling Jesus the “Word” John is describing an important characteristic of 

who Jesus is. Jesus communicates to us who God is and God’s will for us. But more than 

that, Jesus proclaims and fulfills God’s will. Jesus is God’s powerful Gift because he 

communicates to us God’s powerful salvation. 

John tells us that this Gift has power over the darkness of sin. John writes, “In him 

was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 

darkness has not understood it” (vs. 4-5). John describes Jesus in three ways: Word, Life, 

and Light. And the way John puts his words together shows that all three of these words 

are equal, and they are all connected. The Word creates and sustains spiritual Life. Jesus 

himself said, “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). 

The Life Christ gives us through his word is like a Light. When a person is made alive 

spiritually that person begins to understand what God’s Word is actually saying to them. 

It’s like a person sitting in a dark room with a book open in their hands. The book doesn’t 

communicate anything to that person because they are in darkness. Then, someone comes 

in and turns a light on. Suddenly the words become clear. God’s gift of the Word gives us 

life, and that life is a light that helps us understand God’s will for us. 

All three of these things are tightly connected; you cannot have one without the 

others. Think of a plant sitting in a sunny window. It thrives because of the light. If you 

were to put that plant someplace where it never got any light the plant would die. Take 

away the light and there is no life. Take away the Word there is no light and therefore no 

life. Take away Jesus, and we have no saving knowledge of God; we have no light and 

therefore no spiritual life. 

People have not always understood this “light.” John wrote, “The light shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not understood it” (v. 5). The people at time of Jesus birth 

didn’t understand it. Think of how the people in Bethlehem were amazed at what the 

shepherds said, but they didn’t go to see Jesus. Think of the Chief Priests: They knew the 

scriptures, but they didn’t understand the Light of the world the Magi told them about. 

There is a “darkness” in us also. We call that darkness our sinful nature. Because of 

that darkness we don’t always understand the light either. Sometimes the Word of God 

just doesn’t make sense to rational, sinful self. Yet sometimes we claim we don’t 

understand the light because the Light makes our sinfulness obvious. The light of God’s 

Word says, “Do not covet,” and suddenly I realize there are things in this world that I 

want more than God. It might be money, or a certain lifestyle. It might be lustful thoughts 

about someone. Maybe I want to hold onto my anger or a grudge because of what 

someone did to me. The Light makes these things visible for what they are: sins that lead 

to eternal death. But we don’t want to know the truth from God’s Word. The darkness in 

us wants to hold on to that sin because the sin makes us feel good. So in our “darkness” 

we don’t understand because we don’t want to understand. The problem is God’s Law 

condemns every sin we commit whether we understand the Law or not.  
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This is why the Word became flesh. Born as a baby in Bethlehem, the Word came to 

fulfill God’s will in our place. The Word came to perfectly keep God’s Law, even the parts 

we don’t always care to understand. Then the Word that gives life sacrificed himself, 

pouring out the light of his own life to clean away our sinful darkness, to wash away our 

lack of understanding. God’s Gift came to give us the light of life. Jesus gives us his perfect 

life to enlighten our sin darkened lives. Listen to God’s powerful Gift because it is the Gift 

that gives you true life. 

This Gift of God makes you alive, creating life in you by giving you faith. This faith is 

like a new birth for our souls, as the Apostle Peter says, “For you have been born again, 

not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of 

God” (1 Peter 1:23).  And, of course, if you have been born that means you are someone’s 

child. This is why God wants us to listen to his powerful Gift, because it’s a Gift that 

makes us children of God. 

Speaking of God’s greatest Gift to us, Jesus, John tells us, “Yet to all who received 

him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 

born of God” (vs. 12-13). To be someone’s biological child means that person was directly 

connected to your birth. John tells us that this Gift, who is God, is directly connected to our 

spiritual birth. This birth happens when Jesus sends his Spirit into our hearts to give us the 

new life of faith. That faith trusts in Christ’s saving work. That faith covers us with Jesus’ 

perfect life. It is God who gives us this power, this ability, to trust in Jesus. It is God alone 

who is responsible for our new life. We are “born”, that is made spiritually alive, by God 

himself. Since God gives us this birth, that makes us his children. Covered with the 

perfection of God’s Christmas Gift, God now sees you as his own perfect children.   

And being God’s child means we have access to all that our Heavenly Father so 

graciously offers us. Because of our God given faith we have forgiveness, peace, and 

eternal life. Yet, being born of God means so much more! It means we have the power to 

do what is pleasing to our heavenly Father. Through his Word, God is giving us full access 

to the resources of his Holy Spirit. Filled with the light of God’s Gift we shine forth in our 

lives the goodness of God’s Spirit. As God’s children our new lives display love and joy, 

peace and patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. When that Word of 

Life is in our minds, and on our lips, and in our hearts, we become a light to those around 

us. Think of those shepherds who saw Jesus that first Christmas. The good news of a 

Savior moved them to joyfully go and see Jesus. After finding their Savior we are told, 

“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child” (Luke 2:17). Remember, these were shepherds. They probably didn’t use 

fancy words or give long drawn-out speeches. They just told people what had been told 

them about this Gift. 

Like those shepherds we can share this Gift God has shared with us. And the best way 
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to do that is to simply be aware of opportunities to share that Gift. Like when people ask 

how your Christmas was, or if people have questions about Christmas. A good example of 

that is the cartoon movie “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” After being ridiculed for failing to 

get the “proper” tree for the Christmas play, Charlie Brown yells out in frustration, “Isn't 

there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” That’s when Linus steps onto the 

stage and speaks the angel’s message from Luke chapter 2. He doesn’t speak some worldly 

philosophy or come up with a nice story to tell. Linus simply tells his friends what he has 

been told.  

Who of us doesn’t know Luke 2? Many of you may have spoken those words as kids 

in the Christmas Eve services. All of us have heard it hear at church on Christmas Eve. 

Even if you don’t know it word for word you can still paraphrase it to tell people what it 

says. You can share the good news the angels spoke to the shepherds, that a Savior has 

been born, he is Christ the Lord. He is the Savior who came to pay for the world’s sins and 

bring peace between God and the people of this world. Remember, these are God’s words, 

and his words are powerful. We can use God’s powerful Gift to redirect people onto the 

path that leads to life. As God’s dearly loved children what a joy it is to share God’s 

powerful Gift so others can walk in the Light of Life and enjoy the blessing of being one of 

God’s children. 

The Bible clearly teaches us that God is all-powerful. Yet on Christmas Day we see the 

all-powerful God lying in a manger and looking very powerless. But remember: Looks can 

be deceiving. That little baby lying in that manger is God’s all-powerful Gift to you. It is 

Christ’s power that created this world, and to this very day his power sustains this world. 

Listen to God’s powerful Gift. It is a Gift that tells you about God’s powerful salvation. It 

is a Gift that reminds you that you are a dearly loved child of God. It is a Gift that keeps on 

giving forever because it gives you eternal life. Amen. 


