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26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,  27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  30 But 

the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  31 You will be with 

child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  32 He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,  33 and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” 

Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 

called the Son of God.  36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 

who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.  37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 38 “I am the 

Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 

 

Have you ever watched someone do a magic trick up close? As you watched this 

person you saw what their hands were doing, but in the end you were not able to figure 

out the trick. You know it was just a trick, just some sleight of hand, yet it looked as 

though the person did something impossible. The trick seems amazing because the 

magician gets us to look at a particular place or things, and as we focus on that “thing” we 

miss what’s really happening. 

As we hear again this message which God spoke through his angel Gabriel, our 

heavenly Father doesn’t want us to be distracted by what’s happening on the surface. God 

wants us to listen closely and be amazed at what was really taking place behind the 

scenes.  So … 

Theme: Be amazed at the Lord’s coming! 

          I. Be amazed at who he is. 

         II. Be amazed at why he came. 

The angel Gabriel came to Mary with this incredible message. He told Mary, “You will 

be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 

kingdom will never end” (vs. 31-33). 

As spectacular as this entire message is, Mary seems stuck on the first few words. She 

seems to be thinking about the physical aspect of what Gabriel said. “How will this be,” 

Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin” (v. 34)? According to Jewish law a couple that 

was engaged was considered legally married, but they did not come together physically 

until the wedding day. Mary and Joseph’s wedding had not taken place yet. Mary knew 

she couldn’t be pregnant because she and Joseph had not come together as husband and 

wife. Mary appears stuck on this thought. She seems to miss who this child is going to be. 

To help Mary get past what she is focused on Gabriel “pulls back the curtain” so Mary 
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can understand what is really going to happen. The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 

one to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 

have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For 

nothing is impossible with God” (vs. 35-37). God himself would be the Father of this 

child, so the child would be holy, sinless. Gabriel’s words reiterate what he had said 

earlier, this would be God’s Son. This child would be the world’s Savior, and Mary’s 

Savior, too. 

Mary responds to this good news humbly and gratefully. “I am the Lord’s servant,” 

Mary answered.  “May it be to me as you have said” (v. 38). Mary now understands who 

this child is. Mary is amazed at her coming Lord. And in her amazement, she gives thanks 

for his coming by humbly submitting to God’s will. 

We have also been given an amazing message: Jesus, the Savior, was born to free the 

world from sin and reunite people with God. This is a message we get to hear every year, 

the message of God sending his Son to rescue this world from sin and hell. It is a message 

of peace and joy that we hear as we prepare for the coming of our Lord. 

Yet, as we prepare for Christmas, like Mary, we can become focused on the outward 

things connected with celebrating Jesus’ birthday: Cleaning, decorating, baking, sending 

Christmas cards, buying and wrapping presents, etc. In our rush to get ready it’s very easy 

to get stuck on these “surface” things. As our preparations for Christmas become more 

and more important, God’s gift becomes less and less important. Oh, sure, we have our 

slogans, “Keep Christ in Christmas,” and “Jesus is the reason for the season.” But where is 

Jesus in our Christmas preparations? Is he in the manger scene under our Christmas tree? 

Maybe he’s on the cards we send out or pictured on an Advent calendar. We may see Jesus 

in all of our outward preparations for Christmas, but is he in our inward preparations?  Is 

Jesus in our hearts, and on our minds? 

Year after year we hear what the Bible says about Christ’s birth. We hear what Gabriel 

says about this baby, but in our misplaced focus have we stopped being amazed at this 

child God has promised? In our mixed up and misplaced thinking we allow this 

extraordinary child to become something ordinary. We end up despising God’s amazing 

gift as if it were nothing special. 

Like Mary, God helps us see just how special his gift really is. God “pulls back the 

curtain” for us, so we can see behind the scenes as to who this child is. Gabriel tells us that 

this child is the “holy one.” From his conception this baby is something we have never 

been: perfect, sinless. This child is the Son of God. That might be a little hard for us to 

wrap our minds around: how can something eternal, with no beginning and no end, 

become something so limited as a human being. Yet this is the eternal God taking on our 

flesh; coming to breathe our air and walk our path. This is God himself with whom 

nothing is impossible. 

This is Jesus. His name means “The Lord saves.” Be amazed at his coming because 
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that’s exactly what he came to do: save us! The prefect Son of God came to do what was 

impossible for us: to live without sin. From the moment he was born Jesus kept every one 

of God’s laws for us. That tiny baby laid in a wooden manger would become the sacrificial 

lamb nailed to a wooden cross. And there he paid for our misplaced thoughts and 

preparations. It was there he shed his blood to remove the guilt of our despising him! This 

child came to do amazing things. May Gabriel’s words stir our hearts to be amazed at who 

this child is: This is the Lord Almighty who saves us from our sins.   

But our amazement shouldn’t stop at who this child is. What we should really be 

amazed at is why he even came in the first place. Maybe you are thinking, “We know that 

already pastor. He came to save us from our sins.” But I’m not talking about the result of 

our Lord’s coming; I’m talking about the reason he chose to come into this world. 

As we hear again of Christ being born, we tend to focus on the outward, on the 

obvious. Even with this particular Bible text, what do we tend to focus on? All the miracles 

God is performing! The angel mentions Elizabeth who was past the age of having children. 

And what does God do? He miraculously allowed Elizabeth to become pregnant. And 

what about Mary? She became pregnant without a human father being involved, the 

virgin birth, a miracle! Even Mary’s response to Gabriel’s message is surprising. She could 

have said, “This can’t happen because if people find out I’m pregnant they will think I 

committed adultery and stone me to death!” But instead Mary says, “I am the Lord’s 

servant. May it be to me as you have said” (v. 38). We see in Mary the miracle of faith. She 

simply trusts what God says to her. In these few verses we see miracle upon miracle. 

And to all of these miracles I say, “So what.” “Big deal.” Do we honestly think it’s that 

hard for God to create a couple of babies? We are talking about God here: The all-powerful 

creator of everything. The God who created everything out of nothing! So how hard can it 

be for God to create a couple of babies? He probably didn’t even break a sweat. And the 

miracle of faith? God’s been creating faith in the hearts of people from the day Adam and 

Eve fell into sin. This was nothing new to him. All God has to do is speak the word, and it 

is as good as done. Gabriel makes that clear enough when he says, “Nothing is impossible 

with God.” 

Okay, miracles can be impressive. But what is really amazing here are not the 

miracles. What is really amazing is the fact that God did any of this at all. God is eternal, 

holy, perfect; completely independent of everyone and everything. God does not need us, 

nor does he rely on us for anything. Everything belongs to God. So, God doesn’t owe us 

anything, and God certainly does not have to give us anything. For as often as we forget 

about him, and for as often as we despise him, why should God do anything for us? Our 

Lord did not have to do any this for us, and yet he did.  

And that is what is really amazing here. The Bible calls this amazing thing that God 

did his grace. God’s grace: it’s the love of God which we do not deserve, yet he gives it to 

us anyway. What is amazing is not that a little baby was promised to a virgin. What is 

amazing is that this little baby is God himself coming to people who didn’t want him, all 
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so that he could save them. 

God loves the people of this world so much that he sent his own Son to save them. 

Jesus did this not because we deserved it, or because we somehow earned it. He came 

simply because he loves us. Jesus set aside his glory as God and humbled himself to be 

born of a virgin. He humbled himself to serve and to save the very people he created. And 

he did all of this simply because he loves us. He wants us to be with him forever. God 

didn’t do all these things just to show us his power. God did all of these things to prove 

his love for us. 

How do we respond to a love like that? How do we respond to a gift this amazing?  

Has anyone ever given you a gift so special that you thought, “There is no way I am ever 

going to be able to thank them enough for this gift?” How can we ever thank God enough 

for his incredible gift? 

One way is to look at Mary’s example. She simply said, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May 

it be to me as you have said” (v. 38). We can also thank God by serving him. But how do 

we serve the God who needs nothing? First, by putting ourselves under his authority. We 

do that by obeying what he tells us in his word. We let God’s word, his law and his gospel, 

direct our thoughts and actions. Then, in humble gratitude, we say with Mary, “May it be 

to me as you have said.” We also serve our Lord by serving the people he puts into our 

lives. We use our gifts and talents to care for the physical, mental, and emotional needs of 

our family, of our friends, and of our Christian brothers and sisters.  We also use our God 

given faith to serve the spiritual needs of others, praying for them and sharing with them 

the good news of the Savior who came to rescue them. 

So be amazed at the Lord’s coming. Be amazed at who he is: He is Christ the Lord, the 

Savior of the world. Be amazed at why he came. He came because of his tremendous love 

for you. Your Lord set aside the glories of heaven to take on human flesh and blood. 

Having humbled himself to be born of a virgin, your loving Savior lived, died, and rose 

again so that he could give you gifts beyond your imagining: the amazing gifts of peace 

with God and eternal life. Amen. 


