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The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— 3 “a voice of one calling in 

the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4 And so John came, 

baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5 

The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their 

sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with 

a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7 And this was his message: 

“After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie.  8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

What is one thing that makes cleaning up the house before Christmas so hard? It is all 

the stuff we set down someplace and say, “I’ll get to that later.” That book or magazine we 

were going to read. That picture that we want to keep but we are not quite sure where to 

put it. The receipts or paperwork we threw on the desk that still need to be filed. And that 

cute knick-knack we found that is still sitting on the table waiting for a permanent home. 

All of these things turn in to clutter that needs to be dealt with. 

Throughout our lives we tend to collect things. Sometimes those things are physical: 

toys, clothes, souvenirs, and mementos. Some of those things are emotional: memories, 

tragedies, joys, and scars. And all of these things can clutter our spiritual lives. They can 

build up to the point where they start to come between us and our Lord.  

As we prepare for our Lord coming, we have some cleaning to do. The clutter in our 

hearts and lives can get in the way of what is really important. That is why our Lord 

speaks to us through John the Baptist, who tells us … 

Theme:  “The Lord is coming. It’s time to clean house.” 

John the Baptist was the one God spoke about in today’s reading from Isaiah. Our text 

says: It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way” (v. 2). That is what John did. He was the one preparing people for 

God, who had come into this world. So, John proclaimed a message to encourage people to 

get ready. He said, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him” (v. 3). 

The path John is speaking of is the path to a person’s heart. For the Israelites those 

“paths” had become cluttered with sin. That sin was blocking the Lord’s way. It is as 

Isaiah said, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 

hidden his face from you” (Isaiah 59:2).  

Sin creates a barrier; it blocks the path to God. So John tells the people to make straight 

paths for the Lord. How can sinful people make the path to their hearts straight? They 

can’t. Only the Lord could do that by removing sin. But if people do not see their sins as a 

problem, they have no desire to have them removed. If a person does not recognize they 
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have a problem with sin they will not allow the Lord to help them. If a person refuses to 

give up a sin the Lord cannot forgive that sin. The Lord cannot help who refuse his help. 

John was helping people to see their problem, and to understand what they needed to 

solve their problem. “And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (v. 4). John told the people they 

needed to clean house. They needed to recognize that their sins were killing them 

spiritually. They needed to hear that the Lord would wash those sins away. They needed 

to let go of their sins and ask God to forgive them. Part of repentance is recognizing the 

need for a Savior from our sins. The Lord was coming, and it was time for the people to let 

go of all the things that that were blocking the Lord’s path. It was time to clean house. 

It’s also time for us to clean house. What are the sins that have cluttered up our lives? 

What are the sins we’ve been hanging on to for far too long? Perhaps the sin of idolatry? 

What is idolatry? It is putting anything in a greater position than God and his will. Do we 

ever put things ahead of God?  

About one year ago we talked about making changes to our church building to 

improve our Bible study space, to expand our fellowship area, and make our church more 

welcoming to visitors. Those changes involved taking pews out of the back of church. It 

was rather surprising at how fierce the opposition was to that change. What was 

disturbing was not that people opposed the change, but the reasons for their opposition. 

People were saying things like, “If we do this the church won’t look the same.” “I don’t 

want our church looking like a coffee shop.” “I don’t want the stained-glass windows 

blocked (they would not have been).” “If we get rid of pews, we’ll run out of room for 

people to sit (translation: ‘I don’t want to lose my seat in the back.’).”  

The purpose of the changes is so we can better share God’s word with our members 

and be more inviting to those outside our church so we can share the gospel with them. 

That is God’s will, for us to share the gospel so God can save people with his word of 

truth. How often do we put personal preferences over God’s will? When we do, that is 

idolatry.  

And it’s not just a church building that we idolize. We make idols of our money, our 

possessions, our time, our abilities, hobbies, families, and even our memories. How many 

times have we put any or all of these things ahead of God and his will? When we do, we 

not only break God’s first three Commandments, we break all the rest of them. When we 

put our wants and desires ahead of everyone and everything else, then we are ultimately 

worshipping ourselves instead of loving our neighbor as ourselves. Far too often we care 

more about what we want than what God wants or our neighbors need. 

These sins clutter up the house of our hearts. These sins are boulders blocking the path 

our Lord longs to take to reach our hearts. We need to recognize these sins for the death 
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that they bring. We need to let go of them repent of them.  

This repentance is not something we do once, and we are done. Repentance is 

something we need to do every day. Daily repentance is necessary because sin clutters up 

our lives every day. That daily clutter builds up quickly because as Christian it’s easy for 

us to not see sin as a big deal. We think, “Jesus paid for sin. He took care of it, so I don’t 

have to worry about it.” We often forget how easily our Old, Sinful Self can get us to break 

God’s Commandments.  

To demonstrate just how easily our Sinful Nature can get us to sin, think about this: 

From the moment we wake up in the morning, most of us cannot go more than five 

minutes without breaking all of God’s Commandments. Don’t believe me? Then answer 

this:  When you wake up in the morning what is the first thing you think of? Breakfast? 

What to wear? What you need to do for the day? If your answer is not God and how you 

will give him glory and praise with every breath of your life, then you have broken the 

First Commandment. God says he should always be first in our lives. So, when we think of 

other things before God, we are really putting other things ahead of him in our life. When 

we do that, we are breaking God’s First Commandment. The Bible tells us when we break 

one of God’s Commandments we have broken them all. 

Perhaps your thinking, “Ah, but the first thing I do when I wake up is pray!” That’s 

good, but what do you do after you pray? Even when we are done praying in the morning, 

don’t we tend to fall into that pattern of thinking which says, “What do I want? What do I 

need?” Our Sinful Nature is always putting itself before God. It fills the path to our hearts 

with clutter and builds a wall of sin so our Lord cannot come near.  

This is why it’s time to clean house. It’s time to clean out all that junk. It’s time for 

daily repentance; to daily recognize the sins that are cluttering up our lives. It’s time to 

daily cry out to God for the help we need to get that sinful clutter out of our lives. It’s time 

to recognize that sin separates us from God, and to see our need for our Lord’s salvation 

and forgiveness. The Lord is coming. We need him to come and make us clean by washing 

away our sins. 

John the Baptist tells us. “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize you with water, 

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (vs. 7, 8). 

Baptize: It literally means “to wash.” John washed people on the outside with water. 

He did that to get people ready for their coming Lord. He washed them to help them 

recognize their sins and see their need for God’s forgiveness. Yet John let the people know 

that the Lord was going to do more. 

The Lord was coming to wash people on the inside with the power of his Holy Spirit. 

Jesus came into this world to completely cleanse people of their sins. Our Lord gives us his 
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cleansing forgiveness, not by washing us with water, but by pouring out for us his holy, 

precious blood. Jesus gave up his perfect life, shedding his blood to clean away the stain of 

every one of our sins.  With his blood Jesus washes away all our selfish idolatry and self 

righteousness. Our Lord cleans away all the junk in our hearts. He clears away all the sins 

that clutter the path to our hearts. Having purified us in that cleansing flood our Lord 

baptizes us with his Holy Spirit. As the good news of Christ’s forgiveness is proclaimed to 

our aching souls, God’s Holy Spirit enters our hearts and with a flood of God’s love. The 

Spirit uses that love to purify our hearts from all unrighteousness.  

We have been washed, we have been cleansed, we have been made right with God 

because our Lord has come and baptized us with his Holy Spirit. Jesus made us clean 

through his gospel. That baptism not only saves you from your sins, but it also saves you 

from eternal punishment in hell. That baptism guarantees you heaven itself. 

Having been washed and purified in Christ, we are filled the desire to thank God for 

saving us and making us clean. That desire motivates us to glorify God by making his 

word the focus of our lives. Then, out of gratitude and joy we want to do what is best for 

the people around us, putting their needs ahead of our own needs. The New Self, which 

we have been given by the Holy Spirit, lives to please God. It pleases God by loving and 

serving others just as Jesus loves and serves us.  

As we prepare for Christmas there are many things that can clutter up our homes. 

There are so many sins that can clutter the Lord’s path to our hearts. So let’s take some 

time this Advent to “clean house.” Let’s “ clean up by daily repenting of our sins, turning 

away from those things that separate us from our Lord, and then asking for his 

forgiveness. In humble faith let’s place our sins at the foot of Jesus’ cross. It is there at the 

cross that our Lord washed those sins away. It is there he frees us from our guilt and 

shame. It is there Jesus reminds us that he has won for us salvation. Having washed away 

our sins, our Lord pours out on us his greater baptism, as he pours on us the power of his 

Holy Spirit, who fills us with faith, and guarantees us an eternal life. Amen. 


