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You, O LORD, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. 17 Why, O LORD, do you make us 

wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? Return for the sake of your 

servants, the tribes that are your inheritance.  {Chap. 64} Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come 

down, that the mountains would tremble before you! 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to 

boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! 3 

For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled 

before you. 4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides 

you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who 

remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be 

saved? 6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we 

all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives 

to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins.  8 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. 

 

If your childhood is anything like mine, maybe you remember situations similar to one that 

I have had. My younger brother and I shared a bedroom growing up. At times when we were 

playing in our bedroom, we could get a little loud and rough. And if we started to get too out of 

hand my father would yell, “Don’t make me come in there!” This was a warning. My father was 

warning us that if our wrong behavior did not change, he would take action to correct their 

behavior. 

Now, I’m not sure what was going on in our childhood brains that led us to think, “Hey, 

let’s keep doing this and see dad comes in here!” Of course when we kept going, dad did come 

in and there were dire consequences to be faced. My brother and I should have taken the 

warning. 

The prophet Isaiah is speaking that same warning to us. Now, Isaiah is not talking about 

our earthly fathers. No Isaiah is talking about our heavenly Father as he tells us … 

Theme: Do not wait for your Father to act! 

          1. He turns away from the deliberate sinner, 

          2. But helps those who remember his ways. 

Isaiah starts out by speaking about God as Israel’s Father. “You, O LORD, are our Father, 

our Redeemer from of old” (v. 63:16). God certainly had been a Father to Israel: He brought 

them into being as a nation. He used his mighty power to rescue them and to provide their 

needs. He promised good things for his people, and always followed through on his promises. 

And like any good father God sometimes had to discipline his people. When the Israelites did 

things harmful to their souls God would bring trouble on them to get them to turn away from 

that harmful behavior. That discipline was not always pleasant. It was often painful, yet it was 

necessary. 

But the Israelites did not always see this discipline as necessary. Like rebellious children, 

they often rejected God’s discipline. Isaiah wonders why this loving Father would harden the 

hearts of his people so they would not respect God. “Why, O LORD, do you make us wander 
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from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you” (v. 63:17)? Listening to Isaiah 

it sounds like the problem lies with God. If God would just stop hardening the people’s hearts, 

then they would honor and respect God and his word. 

Of course Isaiah knew the problem was not with God.  He says, “All of us have become 

like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a 

leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay 

hold of you” (v. 64:6,7a). The Israelites had seen God’s love in action as God repeatedly saved 

them from their enemies. The people had heard God’s words, both on Mt. Sinai and through the 

voice of God’s prophets. Even though God clearly displayed his love for the Israelites, the 

people still rejected him in their hearts. 

The worst part of that rejection was that the Israelites where still trying to act pious and 

upright.  Notice, Isaiah doesn’t say, “our sinful acts are like filthy rags”, but “our righteous acts”. 

The people were trying to act holy and righteous, but it was only an act. They did not actually 

live as God’s holy people. They simply went through the motions of “worshipping” God, but 

they did not show God’s love in their lives. They were two-faced: Doing what they thought 

would make them right with God, but then living lives full of sin. They hardened their hearts 

toward God and would not allow his Holy Spirit in. 

So God responded to their hard-hearted rejection of his love. Isaiah tells us, “for you have 

hidden your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins” (v. 64:7b). It’s true, 

God does harden people’s hearts. But the process does not start with God, it starts with those 

who reject God and push him out of their hearts. When God “hardens” someone’s heart he is 

simply confirming what that person has already made clear – that they have completely rejected 

God. At the moment God hardens someone that person is damned to hell. We cannot see when 

that happens, only God can; only God knows. It is an action we never want God to take, not 

toward others and especially not toward us.  

You see, God is our Father also. He has given us this new life of faith and brought us into 

his family. He cares for us, nurtures, and strengthens us, and he also disciplines us. But just like 

the Israelites we do not always appreciate God’s discipline. Because of our sinful natures each 

one of us needs to take Isaiah’s words of warning and apply them to ourselves. 

Whenever we purposely sin, we harden our hearts against God. You have to push the Holy 

Spirit out of your heart if you want to be able to purposefully and willingly commit sin. 

Whether it is a pet sin we refuse to let go of, or a sin of passion or anger or greed, when we 

knowingly do something that is wrong in God’s eyes we harden our hearts just a little bit more 

against our heavenly Father. Simply “doing all the right things” is not going to get us back on 

God’s good side. We cannot live a life of sin, and then sit in church for an hour and think that by 

our actions we’ve made up for our sins. That is not worship. That is mocking God to his face. 

While God is certainly a patient God, he is also a holy God. He will not allow himself to be 

mocked. Every sin against God’s grace grieves the Holy Spirit, and that could bring God’s 

judgment on a person at any time. 

In our Gospel for today, Jesus was speaking of his final return when he said, “No one 

knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
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Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come” (Mark 13:32,33). 

That same warning holds true for those who harden their hearts against God. No one knows at 

what point God will pass that judgment upon a person. But when that judgment comes there is 

nothing that can reverse it. 

So take Isaiah’s warning to heart. How can we do that? By remembering again all of the 

good things God has done for you. He fulfilled his promise of a Savior who has paid for all your 

sins. God became your Father at your baptism, sending his Holy Spirit into your hearts to give 

you new life. He is guiding your life and caring for all your needs, especially your need for 

forgiveness. Through faith in Jesus, he has given you the wonderful gift of eternal life. God is 

always ready to help you to fight the temptation to harden your heart against him. Isaiah said of 

God, “You come to the help of those who gladly do right.” (v. 64:5a). Turn to God for the 

strength and the patience to endure both temptation and discipline, so you can be ready for the 

day that Jesus returns. 

Now our earthly fathers knew that as we were growing, we could not do everything on our 

own, so they helped us. They helped us learn to walk and tie our shoes. They help us learn how 

to ride a bicycle or throw a football. Christian father helped us learn about our Savior and what 

it means to live as a Christian. Our heavenly Father helps us also. He helps us with the things 

that our earthly parents cannot always help us with. He helps us with our spiritual needs. Isaiah 

tells us that God helps those who remember his ways. 

Isaiah points out a truth that is often overlooked by the world: It is only the true God who 

has made himself known in the world. Isaiah writes, “Since ancient times no one has heard, no 

ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who 

wait for him” (v. 64:4). All the other “gods” of this world are man-made creations. But the only 

true God has made himself known to the world, especially to those who believe and trust in 

him. God has spoken to his chosen people, and he acts on their behalf. 

Isaiah says God acts on behalf of those who wait for him. We wait patiently for God to take  

action. We wait for his actions in our lives, trusting that he is doing what is best. We patiently 

wait for God to send his Son back to this world one last time on Judgment Day.  

Yet all of this waiting does not mean we should sit around doing nothing. Our Heavenly 

Father did not give us the gift of salvation so we can wrap it tightly in our arm as we hide 

ourselves away from the world. Our heavenly Father recreated us when he created in us this 

new life of faith. Isaiah says, “Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the 

potter; we are all the work of your hand” (v. 64:8). The Apostle Paul expressed that same 

thought in his letter to the Ephesians. Paul said, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

Our heavenly Father does not want us to wait for him to act and bring about the end of this 

world. God wants us to share his gift of salvation. He wants us to tell his Good News wherever 

and whenever possible. Each person in this world is only given so much time to come to faith in 

Jesus as their Savior. Once that time is up, if that person is still an unbeliever there is nothing 

that can save them.  

God does not want us to wait for him to act and call that person out of this world. Instead, 
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God wants us to act. Our generous Father wants us to use our time of grace to share his grace 

with others.  He wants us to tell people about the wonders of his love. Tell them how God sent 

his Son into this world on that first Christmas night. Tell them how that little baby would go on 

to live his entire life perfectly, never sinning even once. Tell them of how God’s Son exchanged 

his perfect life for our sin, and how his death on that horrible cross paid for the sins of all 

people, even their sins. Let them know of how Jesus rose from the dead, assuring us that death 

has been defeated. Tell them that by trusting in Jesus they too will rise from the dead to live 

forever. 

You say you are not sure you can do that; you are not sure how to share your Savior? No 

need to worry. Just ask God for help. Remember what Isaiah said about our Heavenly Father: 

“You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways” (v. 64:5a). Do 

not wait for your Father to act. Trust God to give you the courage and the strength to share his 

words with others, because God helps those who remember his ways. 

As we prepare for Christmas, we are preparing to celebrate Jesus’ birthday, and we are also 

preparing for Jesus’ second coming. Do not harden your hearts but accept all that comes from 

God’s hand. Remember, it is the loving hand of our heavenly Father that not only sends 

discipline, but it is that same loving hand that sent his Son into the world as our Savior. It is that 

same compassionate Father who blesses you through his word with the gift of faith, so that you 

can enjoy an everlasting life. Amen. 


