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After these things I heard what seemed to be the loud sound of an immense crowd in heaven, saying: 

Alleluia! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2for his judgments are true and just, 

because he has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and he 

has avenged his servants’ blood that was shed by her hand. 3A second time they said, “Alleluia! Her 

smoke goes up forever and ever.” 4Then the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures bowed 

down and worshipped God, who sits on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5And from the throne 

came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all you his servants and you who fear him, small and 

great.” 6And I heard what seemed to be the roar of a large crowd or the roar of many waters or the 

sound of loud rumblings of thunder, saying: Alleluia! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 
7Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory, because the wedding of the Lamb has come. His bride 

has made herself ready, 8and she was given bright, clean, fine linen to wear. (In fact, the fine linen is 

the “not guilty” verdicts pronounced on the saints.) 9The angel said to me, “Write: Blessed are those 

who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb.” He also said to me, “These are the true words 

of God.”  

 

There was a woman whose life could best be described as a disaster. She came from a 

broken family, rebelled against her mother, dropped out of high school, ran away from 

home, and married her boyfriend. They were “living the life,” until the money ran out. But 

she wanted to party. So after a couple of affairs she divorced him so she could “play the 

field,” which she did until she got pregnant. Well, she wasn’t about to be “chained down” 

by some kid. So she had an abortion. 

And things just got worse from there. Partying led to prostitution. Prostitution 

brought money, abuse, violence, and ultimately jail. She would tell herself she was done 

with prostitution, but having a criminal record made it hard to get a “real” job. And the 

lure of money kept drawing her back. But the prostitution was getting harder to do. The 

party life was taking its toll. Soon it seemed like everything in her life just left her feeling 

empty. 

Reading the news one day she saw an article about a multi-billionaire who was 

turning his fortune over to his only son who was a bachelor. She started daydreaming 

about what it would be like being married to someone who had billions of dollars. But a 

little voice in her head said, “Who would ever want to marry you, an adulterer, a 

murderer, a prostitute? Who would want someone as messed up as you?” 

Wanting to quiet that voice she decided to treat herself to a nice meal. She 

remembered a fancy restaurant she had walked by and decided to check it out. So she put 

on her best dress, scraped together what cash she had, and headed out. When she reached 

the restaurant a well-dressed gentleman was walking up to the door ahead of her. He saw 

her approaching and said, “Allow me,” and opened the door for her. She thanked him and 

went inside.  

As she came in the hostess looked up and asked, “A table for two?” A voice from 
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behind her said, “Yes, a table for two.” She turned to see the man who had opened the 

door standing behind her smiling. She was going to protest, but then she thought she 

might enjoy some company. 

Once they were seated the man asked her, “To whom do I owe the pleasure of dining 

with this evening?” “My name is Eva,” she said, “but my friends all call me Eve. And 

you?” “My friends call me Josh,” he replied. For the next two hours they talked more than 

they ate. She was careful how she answered his questions, yet his questions surprised her. 

His questions showed care and concern for her as a person. Talking to him made her feel 

so … human, so alive.  

As they finished their meal he said, “I really enjoyed this. Would you like to get 

together again sometime?” Without hesitation she said, “Yes!” So, they exchanged phone 

numbers. For the next few weeks she was on cloud 9. He took her to shows and art 

exhibits. They went for walks in the park. Each time they were together he showed the 

same care and concern for her as when they first met. It was if he truly cared about her.  

But that troubled her. She thought. “What if learns the truth about me? If he did, he 

would hate me.” She would be devastated if he ever found out. So she started making 

excuses for not seeing him. She felt bad lying to this wonderful man, but that voice in her 

head kept telling her, “Someone that nice could never really love somebody like you.” 

Listening to that voice she stopped answering his calls. At first, he kept trying to contact 

her, but it wasn’t long before he stopped calling.  

She tried to forget him. But the more she tried the more empty she felt. It felt like there 

was a big hole in her heart, and it hurt. And in the pain of that emptiness she fell back into 

prostitution. It didn’t last long, though. Soon she was back in jail. Without enough money 

for bail she felt this was it. As a repeat offender they could put her away for years. She 

would never see Josh again. He was the only person who ever seemed to really care about 

her. Then she thought, “I need to tell him the truth. If he hates me, then he hates me.”  

So she used her one phone call to call him. She told him she was in jail. He didn’t ask 

why he just said, “I’ll be right there.” When he arrived, through a flood of tears she told 

him the entire mess of her life: the rebellion, the divorce, the abortion, the prostitution, the 

lies. She told him she didn’t want anything from him, she just wanted to thank him for 

making her feel special. As she sobbed out her words, she expected him to walk away in 

disgust.  

But he didn’t. Instead, he said, “Let me help you.” He not only paid her bail, but he 

also paid for the best lawyer to get her charges reduced and paid all her fines out of his 

own pocket. She asked why he was doing all of this, knowing all the horrible things she 

had done. He told her, “Whatever you have done is forgiven in my eyes because I care 

about you more than you could ever know.” And he continued helping her until she was 

back on her feet. 
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As her life started coming together, their friendship blossomed. One day he said to 

her, “I have a very special invitation I will be sending you. Watch for it, and as soon as you 

get it let me know your answer.” A few days later she received a beautiful gold colored 

envelop in the mail. After carefully opening it, she gently pulled the invitation out. But 

then she saw these words at the top: “You are invited to the joyful celebration of the 

wedding of Iam Joshua …” She froze. He’s getting … married. He’s inviting me to his 

wedding. Tears filled her eyes, and soon she was sobbing. How stupid to think she could 

somehow have a life with someone as kind and gracious as him. She threw herself on the 

couch and cried herself to sleep.  

When she woke up the next morning, she checked her phone and saw a message from 

him asking, “What is your answer?” She thought for a while. He had been kind enough to 

help her out. The least she could do is go to his wedding. So she replied, “Yes, I’ll be 

there.” Almost instantly he replied, “Wonderful!,” and nothing more. 

She felt numb. She didn’t feel like showering, so she got up and put some old grungy 

sweats on. She was thinking about cleaning her apartment when there was a knock at the 

door. She opened it to find a man dressed in a chauffer’s uniform. He asked, “Are you 

Eva?” “Yes,” she replied. He asked, “Did you receive an invitation from Mr. Joshua?” 

“Yes, it’s right here.” She handed him the envelope. He pulled out the invitation and 

looked it over. “Good! Everything is in order,” he said, “so we need to go now or you are 

going to be late.” “Late for what?” she asked. “Late for the wedding.” “The wedding is 

today! I can’t go like this! I need a shower, and clean clothes, and …” He stopped her and 

said, “There is no need to worry about anything. There will be people there to provide you 

with whatever you need. You must go now, or you cannot go at all.”  

Exasperated she said, “Fine, let’s go.” He led her to a large limousine, and she was 

quickly driven to a huge sports arena. When she got out, she could hear a large crowd of 

people cheering. She thought, “Maybe he’s getting married at the half-time of a football 

game?” She was escorted into the stadium, but instead of being taken to a seat she was 

taken to the locker room! A large group of people were waiting inside. Confused she half-

shouted, “Can someone please tell me what’s going on here?”  

An elderly gentleman stepped forward. He looked familiar. The chauffer handed him 

the invitation and said, “She gave me this.” The old man pulled out the invitation and 

smiled. “So you are Eva.” “Yes,” she said, “And who are you?” The man chuckled. “You 

have captured my son’s heart. You are all he can talk about: Your beauty and you charm.” 

She stepped back, “Wha … what?” was all that came out. “He loves you,” the man said. 

“He loves you more than anything else in this world. That is why he did all of this. He did 

it for you!” Now she was really confused, “Did what?” The elderly man raised an 

eyebrow. “Did you read the entire invitation Joshua sent you?” With eyes wide she slowly 

shook her head ‘No.’ He handed her the card which was now fully out of the envelop. It 
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read, “You are invited to the joyful celebration of the wedding of Iam Joshua … and Eva.” 

She stared at the card, stunned.  

The elderly man spoke, “He’s waiting for you. These people are here to help you get 

ready. Just say the word and I will make sure they provide everything you need. Are you 

ready?” Tears streaming down her face all she could do was shake her head ‘Yes.’ 

She quickly got out of her old, dirty clothes, and cleaned herself up. She was brought 

the most amazing wedding dress she had ever seen. So soft and smooth and white it felt as 

wonderful as it looked. People quickly did her hair and make up. When they were 

finished, she looked in the mirror and just about didn’t recognize herself. “Is this what 

true love does to people?” she wondered.  

The elderly gentleman came and said, “I will take you to him.” Soon they were 

walking down a long tunnel. She could hear the crowd chanting something but couldn’t 

make out what they were saying. The sound grew louder and louder like the roar of a 

huge waterfall. When they came out of the tunnel the crowd erupted in a deafening cheer. 

She looked, and there in the middle of the field was Joshua and the wedding party. As 

they approached them, she looked more closely at Joshua’s father. That’s when it hit her, 

this is that man in the news article! This is the multi-billionaire who was giving his fortune 

to his son! 

As they approached the wedding party, she asked Joshua’ father, “What is the crowd 

is chanting?” “My son’s name,” he replied. “His real name is Yahweh Joshua, which mean 

‘I am Savior.’” As they reached Joshua, the elderly man lifted up Eva’s vail and said, “You 

will never have to doubt my son’s love for you. May your marriage be forever blessed.” 

 

Don’t you just love happy endings? This isn’t just some nice story. This is your story, 

and it’s my story. Maybe your life isn’t as outwardly messed up as Eve’s was, but on the 

inside we have all been a spiritual mess from the day we were born. That is because we 

were born spiritually dead. The sinful nature in us was dead to God and did things just 

has horrible as Eve did. Rebellion against our heavenly Father. Hatred in our hearts which 

God says is the same as murder. Idolatry that the Bible often compares to prostitution. The 

lust, the greed, the lies. All those sins punch gaping holes in our souls and keep us feeling 

empty and dead. No matter how much we try to fill up that emptiness with worldly stuff, 

it’s never enough.  

So God comes along and speaks words of kindness and compassion to us. He shows 

us how what we are doing is destroying us, and he offers us his solution. He doesn’t just 

tell us he loves us, he shows us his love. 

Yet, we struggle with his love. We struggle because Satan is always whispering in our 

ears, “Who could ever love someone messed up as you? Your life is such a stinking mess, 

why would God ever want anything to do with you?” Sadly, we often believe him and 

start pulling back from our relationship with God. We also struggle with of our sinful 
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nature. Those sins we love to commit die hard. Those sins make us feel good, or at least 

help deaden the pain for a while. But in the end those sins destroy our relationship with 

God and fill us with even more guilt. 

But God is always there for us. He says in Psalm 50, “Call on me in the day of 

trouble.  

I will deliver you” (v. 15). When we are facing the lowest times in our lives we can 

turn to God and trust that he is always there to help us. We know we can trust him 

because he’s given up everything to save us. Scripture says, “He who did not spare his 

own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 

give us all things” (Romans 8:32 NIV). We can trust God in everything. 

But it doesn’t always feel that way. Sometimes it seems like God is off helping others, 

caring for others, loving others, and we are stuck muddling through life on our own. We 

see the wedding invitation, that word of God that says, “Blessed are those who are 

invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb” (v. 9). Like Eve we think we’re just another 

name on the guest list. But you’re not. You are the bride. God wants to marry you! Jesus 

wants to be united to you so he can love you for all eternity! 

This is why the crowd keeps shouting “Alleluia!” The word literally means “Praise 

Yahweh!” that is “Praise I AM!” They are praising the covenant God who gives his 

promises to the people of this world guaranteeing them his salvation and his justice. The 

Apostle John heard that crowd around God’s throne saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and 

glory and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just” (vs. 1-2).  

Yet, that statement of praise can trouble us. We know God is just, and his judgments 

are always true. God knows all our sins, and so do we. We know what those sins deserve: 

God’s just punishment. That is true. But notice what the crowd says first. Praise Yahweh 

for his salvation! God’s punishment for sin was poured out on his Son. God’s just 

punishment for our hate and lust and greed and idolatry fell completely on Jesus. Since 

God’s Son is perfect, he was able to make the perfect payment for our sins. Your sins are 

completely paid for. You will not suffer in the eternal prison of hell. Through faith in Jesus 

you are now free to live a new life.  

In that new life you get to look forward to that wedding feast of the Lamb. Maybe, like 

Eve, your wondering “How can I get into heaven wearing my filthy rags of sin.” You 

can’t. That is why your Savior provides you with the most amazing wedding clothes. John 

tells us, “The wedding of the Lamb has come. His bride has made herself ready, and she 

was given bright, clean, fine linen to wear. (In fact, the fine linen is the “not guilty” 

verdicts pronounced on the saints.)” (vs. 7-8). Jesus provides your wedding clothes. He 

gives you bright, clean, fine linen to wear! Your sin is gone because Jesus paid for them all. 

Which is why God pronounces his “not guilty” verdict over each and every believer. So, 

praise God for making us ready with his invitation! 
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This incredible wedding feast that John describes is what we are looking forward to. 

This vision John sees is our happy ending. This is our victory. It is our wedding day. It is 

the day when we will be eternally joined in love to our Lord and Savior. We can say right 

along with the angel, “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 

Lamb” (v. 9a). How can we be sure these blessings are ours? It’s just as the angel told John, 

“These are the true words of God” (v. 9b). Amen.  


