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10Now, when Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house. It had windows 

on its upper story that opened toward Jerusalem. Three times each day he would get on his knees and 

pray and offer praise before his God. He continued to do that just as he had been doing before this. 
11Then these men came as a group and found Daniel praying and seeking favor from his God. 12Then 

they went and said to the king concerning the decree, “Your Majesty, did you not sign a decree that 

anyone who prays to any god or person for thirty days except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown 

into the den of lions?” The king answered, “Indeed I did. The command is like the law of the Medes 

and the Persians that cannot be revoked.” 16Then the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and 

thrown into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 

rescue you.” 17A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the pit and the king sealed it with his 

signet ring and the signet rings of his nobles so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel’s 

situation. 18Then the king went to his palace. He spent the night without food, and no entertainment 

was brought before him, and he could not sleep. 19Then at dawn the king arose as soon as it was light 

and hurried to the lions’ den. 20As he came near the pit, he cried out in a fearful voice. The king said to 

Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, your God whom you serve continually: Was he able to 

rescue you from the lions’ den?” 21Then Daniel spoke with the king, “Your Majesty, may you live 

forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not hurt me because he 

found me innocent before him. Also before you, Your Majesty, I have committed no crime.” 23Then the 

king was very glad, and said that Daniel should be brought up from the pit. So Daniel was brought up 

from the pit, and he was unharmed because he trusted in his God. 

 

Daniel was good looking, intelligent, and had bright future ahead of him. Then 

everything changed. Ripped out of his home and dragged away to a foreign country, he 

became a slave. He was forced to serve those who killed his people, and maybe even killed 

members of his family. He could no longer live and worship as use to. The places where he 

used to live and worship had been destroyed. 

But why would he want to worship a God who allowed all these horrible things to 

happen to him? We would certainly understand if Daniel were bitter or angry toward God. 

What’s surprising is that he wasn’t. Daniel not only continued to worship God he continued 

to completely trust God even when faced with life-threatening challenges. 

As an Israelite captive in Babylon Daniel faced many challenges, like learning a new 

culture and a new language. But the greatest challenges were those to Daniel’s faith. Daniel 

was continually faced the daily temptations of food that could make him unclean before God. 

He was tempted by the worship of foreign gods.   

Yet even with all the challenges and temptations, Daniel still lived his life according to 

his faith. He lived to serve and glorify the One, True God. As Daniel lived to please God, his 

work also pleased the king whom he served. At the time of our text that was king Darius. 

When Darius came to power, Daniel was already governor over part of the kingdom of 

Babylon. Darius was so impressed with Daniel’s work he decided to make Daniel head over 

all of the governors. 

Yet the other governors did not want Daniel as their leader. Daniel always did what was 

right, which means these governors would no longer be able to get away with doing wrong. 
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But the only way they could get Daniel out of that position would be if Daniel did something 

illegal. And that was a problem for Daniel’s enemies. Since Daniel worked to please God, 

they could not find anything wrong with what he did. Daniel’s enemies realized that if they 

were going to get rid of him, they would have to attack his faith. 

So Daniel’s enemies worked to create a new law. That law stated that anyone who 

prayed to any god or man, other than the king, for the next thirty days, that person would be 

thrown into the lions’ den (Daniel 6:7). Daniel’s enemies knew he always did what his God 

asked of him, so they created a law forcing Daniel to choose between following the law of the 

king or following his God.  

It would have been really easy for Daniel to simply hide his faith. Daniel could have said, 

“For the next thirty days I’ll just pray where no one can see me,” or “I just won’t pray during 

that time, and when the law expires I’ll go back to praying like I use to.” We would certainly 

understand if Daniel did that. Why put your life in jeopardy when the law is only going to be 

in effect for a short period of time? 

But Daniel doesn’t do that. The Bible says, “Now, when Daniel learned that the 

document had been signed, he went to his house. It had windows on its upper story that 

opened toward Jerusalem. Three times each day he would get on his knees and pray and 

offer praise before his God. He continued to do that just as he had been doing before this” 

(v. 10).  Daniel stayed faithful to God. But, in doing this he broke the king’s law, and he 

would have to face the consequences of his actions. Those consequences came rather quickly. 

We are told, “Then these men came as a group and found Daniel praying and seeking 

favor from his God. Then they went and said to the king concerning the decree, “Your 

Majesty, did you not sign a decree that anyone who prays to any god or person for thirty 

days except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the den of lions?” The king 

answered, “Indeed I did. The command is like the law of the Medes and the Persians that 

cannot be revoked.” Then the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown 

into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 

rescue you.” A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the pit and the king sealed 

it with his signet ring and the signet rings of his nobles so that nothing could be changed 

with regard to Daniel’s situation” (vs. 11-12, 16-17). This is what Daniel received for being 

faithful to God.  He was thrown into a pit full of lions to be ripped apart and eaten.   

Why would Daniel put his life on the line for God? Because Daniel knew he needed 

something that only God could provide. Daniel knew that God’s Word says, “The soul who 

sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel 18:20). The Bible is very clear, every single person sins. 

Daniel knew that if he wanted to be right with God, he needed forgiveness for his sins, which 

is why Daniel prayed to God. In his prayers he said, “It is not because of our righteous acts 

that we are casting our plea for grace before you, but because of your great acts of 

compassion. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive” (Daniel 9:18, 19a)! Why should God forgive Daniel? 

Should God forgive him because he was so good and perfect? Daniel knew that wasn’t the 

case. Daniel knew his forgiveness only came from God’s promises. Daniel had said in his 

prayers, “Please, Lord, you are the great God, who is to be feared, who keeps the covenant, 

and who shows mercy” (Daniel 9:4).  
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That covenant was the promise God made to Daniel’s ancestor Abraham. God promised 

Abraham that one of his descendants would be the Savior who would come and pay for the 

sins of the entire world. And through his prophets, God made sure his promise was passed 

down to all people, including Daniel. 

Through his Word God promised Daniel that he was going to save Daniel from his sins. 

God promised to save him from the eternal punishment of hell. Because of God’s promises 

Daniel knew he was right with God, and no matter what happened he was going to have an 

eternal life in heaven. Daniel was confident of this because God always keeps his promises. 

That knowledge gave Daniel joy and the desire to glorify and honor God with his whole life 

here in this world … no matter what happened. Daniel risked his life on a promise. 

On this Reformation Day we see similarities between Daniel’s situation and Martin 

Luther’s.  As a monk Luther learned from the Scriptures how we are free from our sins not 

because of anything we do, but because Jesus freed us from our sins by his perfect life and 

innocent death. Martin learned that salvation was 100% God’s doing. When Luther came to 

this knowledge, he realized that the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church went against 

what God said in the Bible. So, standing on God’s promises, Luther worked to bring the 

Roman Catholic Church back to God’s pure word. 

But that’s not what the Roman Catholic Church wanted. It was going to keep its 

teachings no matter what. So the Roman Catholic Church told Luther to take back what he 

said, or they would declare him a heretic. If Luther were declared a heretic that meant that he 

could be hunted down and killed. 

Luther could have told himself, “I know what I believe, I’ll just take back what I said and 

pretend like this never happened. I know I will go to heaven because I know the truth.” But 

he didn’t do that. Martin Luther stood up for God’s truth, not to prove himself right, but to 

glorify the God who saved him from eternal damnation. Luther knew God’s promises and he 

was willing to give up his life for those promises. Why? Because Martin knew what those 

promises meant: God had promised Luther full and free forgiveness of his sins through faith 

in Jesus. Luther knew that no matter what happened he was going to heaven because God 

had promised him heaven through faith in Christ. Luther risked his life on a promise. 

So what about our situation? I have to admit I don’t know of anyone who has been 

threatened with being thrown into a lions’ den. I am not aware of anyone who has been 

threatened with death for being a heretic. We live in a free country and we are free to 

worship God as we please. Compared to Daniel and Martin Luther, we have it pretty good 

when it comes to worshipping God. 

Yet the greatest threats to our faith is the very culture and society we live in. It’s a culture 

that says, “Accept everyone regardless of what they believe or how they act.” Our society 

says, “Accept our teachings and our standards or you will be labeled ‘the enemy,’ you will be 

labeled a ‘bigot,’ a ‘discriminator,’ or a ‘hater.’” Our culture and society tell us to follow their 

ways or be treated as an outcast. We could face discrimination or even persecution. 

So do we stand firm on the promises of God when our society and culture tell us to do 

otherwise? Maybe we think we do. Yet so often we “bow” to the will of our culture and our 

society. We often don’t openly display our faith, not because someone might try to physically 
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harm us or kill us, but simply because someone might ridicule us. We may hide or downplay 

our faith simply so we can be a part of the “in” group. People may know we are ‘Christians’, 

but do people know what that really means? Do people see Christ in our lives? To many 

people today being a ‘Christian’ is no different than being a part of any other group. There 

are people in the world who don’t know what goes on in a Christian church any more than 

they know what goes on in the Moose Lodge. If people see no difference in us compared to 

the rest of the world, then what are we really saying with our lives about God’s promises? 

Are we willing to risk our lives, our reputations, our name, for the promises God has 

made to us? How sad it is that we are often unwilling to risk anything for God’s reputation; 

to risk anything for his honor, his glory, his promises. 

When we see that unwillingness in ourselves, we need repent. Recognize that sin for 

what it is: It’s a sin of selfishness. It’s a sin that says, “My reputation first. My comfort and 

my happiness first.” Recognize that sin for the death that it brings because all sin separate 

people from God. When you see that sin for the deathtrap that it is, then take it to the cross of 

your Savior. Leave that sin at his cross and let Christ’s blood wash it away. And as you stop 

there to look at the cross trust that what Jesus is doing there he is doing there for you: He is 

paying for all of your sins; he is fulfilling all of God’s promises … for you. He is making sure 

that everything is done perfectly so you can get to heaven; so you can live forever. 

Fear is a powerful motivator, and that is how the world often tries to motivate us. Yet 

when we look at all that God has done for us, all he has promised us, and all the promises he 

has kept, how can we be afraid of anything. The Bible says, “If God is for us, who can be 

against us” (Romans 8:31)? We don’t need to be afraid of what people might think of us, 

because we know what God does think of us. Through faith in Jesus, God thinks you are 

perfect. When you live in the comfort of God’s gospel promises you don’t need to worry 

about how people are going to treat you because your heavenly Father is always going to 

work out everything for your good. When you live your Christian faith you don’t even need 

to worry about death, because death in this world is simply the beginning of eternal life in 

heaven.   

So, would you risk your life on a promise? What if the promise guaranteed you life? 

God’s promise is the promise of eternal life, and God never goes back on his promises. Our 

God given faith in Jesus guarantees us eternal life. Praise and thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift which he promises us in our Savior, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


