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33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 

dug a winepress in it, and built a tower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers and went away on 

a journey. 34When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he sent his servants to the tenants to get 

his fruit. 35The tenant farmers seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 
36Then the landowner sent even more servants than the first time. The tenant farmers treated them 

the same way. 37Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38But when the 

tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take 

his inheritance!’ 39They took him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40So when the 

landowner comes, what will he do to those tenant farmers?” 41They told him, “He will bring those 

wretches to a wretched end. Then he will lease out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 

his fruit when it is due.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 

eyes? 43“That is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces its fruit.” 

 

What do you do with your fruit? Are you someone who prefers your fruit straight off 

the plant, so it is as fresh as possible? Or are you okay if your fruit is picked and processed 

by someone else? Are you a person who likes their fruit whole and unprocessed, or are 

you okay with fruit that has been frozen or even canned? Why all these questions about 

fruit? In our gospel reading, Jesus tells a parable about a landowner and some fruit. With 

his words Jesus is working to bring to mind the question: 

Theme: What are you doing with God’s fruit? 

         1. Are you keeping it for yourself? 

         2. Are you giving God what is rightfully his? 

To understand Jesus’ parable correctly there are some important things to keep in 

mind. First, the Landowner has all of the rights. He is the one who bought the land, put 

the protective wall around it, built the watchtower, and planted the grape vines. He is the 

one tended those vines until they were able to actually produce grapes, which normally 

takes about three years! The landowner is the one who put everything in place for the 

plants to have the ability to produce fruit. 

The farmers, on the other hand, only took care of the grapevines. It was their job to 

weed, water, and prune the plants so they could grow properly. They would also work to 

keep animals out of the vineyard. The farmers do not actually produce the fruit. They are 

simply caring for the plants. The farmers certainly have the right to receive a wage for 

their time and effort. At that time, the typical pay for a tenant farmer was half of the crop, 

which was normally more than enough to provide for the farmer’s needs. 

So, when Jesus says that the landowner “sent his servants to the tenants to get his 
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fruit” (v. 34), the landowner was only asking for his portion, the portion that which was 

rightfully his as owner of the vineyard.  

The problem with the farmers is they want ALL the fruit. They were not protesting for 

higher wages. They were determined to take something that did not belong to them; 

something they had no right to take. What makes their actions so offensive is that they 

react violently to any attempt by the landowner to get what belongs to him. So, when the 

landowner’s servants arrive at the vineyard the tenants shame them, beat them, and even 

kill some of them. Worst of all, they believe that by killing the landowner’s son they can 

take over the vineyard without any repercussions. They think that if they kill the son, they 

can have it all. 

Now you might be wondering, what does this have to do with us? Often, when we 

hear this parable of Jesus, we think that Jesus is speaking out against the spiritual leaders 

of his day. But this parable was not just for the Jewish religious leaders, it was for 

everyone who was listening, including us. Why us? We are a part of God’s vineyard. God 

did all the work of making this “vineyard” of his believers fruitful. He bought the land. 

Scripture speaks, “of the church of God, which he purchased with his own blood” (Acts 

20:28). God then planted his seeds of faith in us through his word. God fed, watered, 

nurtured, and protected those growing plants of faith until they reached the point of being 

able to produce fruits of faith. Then God turned the care of our faith over to us. We are the 

farmers who care for these plants called faith. As we live our lives, God expects us to give 

a portion of that fruit back to him. Notice, God does not ask for all the fruits of our lives. 

He simply asks for what is due him: glory, honor, thanks, praise, and repentance.  

So, when God sends someone to ‘collect’ his fruit how do we respond? Do we 

mentally tell them to get lost? Do we think, “Who does this person think they are that I 

should listen to them?” Do we mistreat those whom God sends to us, perhaps by showing 

a lack of care and concern for what they are asking of us? Do we “beat them up,” or try to 

“kill” them with our words. We might think, “We would never do these things!” Our 

sinful nature would. We would do these things because our sinful nature wants all the 

fruit.  

God is looking for fruits of repentance, joy, thanksgiving, and praise. He wants to see 

us rejecting the greed of our hearts and the lusts of our minds. God wants us regularly 

thanking him for his daily blessings to us. He wants to see us worshipping him for putting 

his protective wall around us, and for keeping our souls from harm and danger. God 

wants us to put him first.  

The problem is we want the fruit of our thoughts, words, and actions all for ourselves! 

We want to be able to think whatever lustful, greedy, selfish thoughts we feel like 

thinking. We want to be able to use our words however we please, even using our words 

to make ourselves look better at the expense of others. And our actions? We want to be 
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able to do anything and everything for our own enjoyment. We want the fruits of personal 

pleasure and self-satisfaction. We want it all, and our sinful hearts don’t want to give even 

a tiny portion of it to God.  

Sadly, like those farmers in the parable, we can fall into the trap of thinking that if we 

just get rid of the Landowner’s Son, we can have all the fruits of our lives. If we just got rid 

of the Son, we would have more time for ourselves because we wouldn’t have to sit in 

church, or spend any time praying. If we just get rid of the Son, we will have more money 

to spend because we wouldn’t have to give any to the church. We may not get rid of Jesus 

completely because we know we need him to get into heaven, but the less time we spend 

with him the more time we have for ourselves. Soon we begin thinking that somehow we 

can have both the fruit and the inheritance, all without God’s Son. That is dangerous 

thinking. 

At the end of his parable Jesus asks what landowner will do to those evil tenants. The 

people listening say, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end. Then he will lease 

out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him his fruit when it is due” (v. 41). The 

crowd’s answer to Jesus’ question is really a warning to us! Rejecting God’s Son, throwing 

Christ out of our lives, means spiritual and eternal death. Without God’s Son in our lives 

there is no spiritual life in us. Without Christ there are no fruits of faith. There is only that 

wretched end to come, the suffering of eternal destruction at the hands of an Almighty 

God. That is a terrifying though. 

But do you remember what the landowner did after the tenants rejected all those he 

sent to collect his fruit? Jesus said, “He sent his son to them” (v. 37). That is what God the 

Father did for us. God’s Son came into the vineyard of this world and lived his life 

perfectly producing fruit for his heavenly Father. Jesus also worked to gather fruit for his 

Father. Yet in working to gather fruit from God’s vineyard Jesus was rejected. Jesus was 

“thrown out of vineyard.” Our Lord was forced outside the city of Jerusalem and killed 

because of our sinful desire to keep the fruits of our lives all for ourselves. On a cross 

Christ paid for those sins. He paid for all your sins. By his death he freed you from your 

fruitless life, and by his resurrection he fills you with faith. Jesus empowers you with the 

ability to produce good fruit. As scripture says, “The Lord has done this, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23). It is marvelous because God did all of this purely 

out of his mercy and grace to us. He empowers us with his love so that we have the power 

to produce fruit for him.  

So, what are you doing with God’s fruit? Are you keeping it for yourself? Hopefully 

by now we realize how foolish that is. We give to God what is God’s because we know he 

will always provide what we need. He daily provides all we need for our lives, and 

through his word God continually works to provide for our souls. Using his law God 

works to turn us away from sin, and then using his gospel he builds up our faith giving us 
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the ability to produce fruit. It is fruit we can use to glorify God as we care for our needs 

and the needs of others. What are you doing with God’s fruit? Are you giving God what is 

rightfully his? 

Jesus said at the end of his parable, “The kingdom of God will be […] given to a 

people that produces its fruit” (v. 43). God gives us the ability to produce that fruit, but 

what exactly does that fruit look like? What is this fruit, and how do we produce it? 

Only people who have faith can produce fruits of faith. Those fruits of faith are good 

works, works that are pleasing to God. A person has faith when they are connected to 

Jesus by his word. Only then does a person have the power to produce good fruit. Christ 

tells us, “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him 

is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

We need to be connected to Jesus by faith, through his word, for us to have the ability to 

produce the fruit of good works. 

So, what do these good works that we produce look like? In our second lesson for 

today the Apostle Paul gives us a short list of fruits that we as believers give to God. We 

give these “fruits” to our Landowner as we live lives of service to him and the people 

around us. 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 6 Paul mentions some of the “fruit” that our faith produces. 

Paul speaks of the fruit of “hard work” (v. 5). When we put in that “hard day of work”, 

whether at school, at our job, or even volunteering, that is something pleasing to God. 

When we faithfully use our God given abilities, giving our best effort in service to others, 

that is a God pleasing fruit. Paul goes on to speak of the fruits of “knowledge, […] 

patience, [and] kindness” (v. 6). When we work to get to know people, looking at things 

from their perspective, so we can know how best to serve them with God’s word, that is a 

fruit of faith. When we are patient with others, showing kindness to people even in the 

most difficult of situations, that is a fruit that is pleasing to our Lord. Paul also mentions 

“the word of truth” (v. 7). We want to speak God’s “word of truth” to help build others 

up, not tear them down. When we use our words to sing God’s praises, speaking of his 

goodness, and sharing his salvation, those are truly good fruits.  

These things may seem so simple to us, yet to God they are pleasing fruits, fruit that 

our faith produces for his honor and glory. Are you giving God what is rightfully his? Use 

the fruit of your good works to thank your Lord and Savior for all his goodness to you. 

Regardless of what you like to do with your fruit, let’s not forget about God’s fruit. 

What are you doing with God’s fruit? Remember, God always has your best interest in 

mind as he strengthens and grows your faith. May we daily thank God for his care with 

the wonderful fruit that he produces in us each day. May our lives glorify God in this 

world as we thank our Savior for making us worthy to glorify him in this life, and in the 

life to come. Amen. 


