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The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel: Fathers eat sour grapes, and the teeth of their sons are set on edge? 
3“As surely as I live, declares the Lord God, you will never again use this proverb in Israel. 4Indeed, 

all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. The soul who sins is the 

one who will die. 25“Yet you say, ‘The Lord’s way is not fair.’ Listen now, O house of Israel: Is it my 

way that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26If a righteous man turns away from his 

righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the 

unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die. 27“But if a wicked man repents of his wickedness 

that he had done and practices justice and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28Because he has 

seen and repented of all the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not 

die. 29But the house of Israel says, ‘The Lord’s way is not fair.’ Is it really my ways that are not fair, 

O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 30“Therefore, I will judge each one of you 

according to his ways, O house of Israel, says the Lord God. Repent and turn away from all your 

rebellious acts, so that you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31Throw off 

from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and get for yourselves a new 

heart and a new spirit. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in the death 

of anyone who dies, declares the Lord God. So repent and live!” 

 

Today God speaks to us about the oldest game in the world. How old it is? This game 

began with Adam and Eve. When Adam and Eve listened to the devil and ate the fruit 

from the tree God told them not to eat from, they realized what they had done was wrong. 

So, when God shows up, they run and hide. Knowing what Adam and Eve have done, 

God first asks Adam, “Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from” (Genesis 3:11)? Adam replies, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me 

some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 

this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate” (Genesis 

3:12-13). And so began a game that has been going to this very day.  

I am talking about the “blame game.” You know how this game works. Something 

goes wrong, and you know you are ultimately responsible for what happened, but you 

point the finger at the mistakes of everyone around you. You blame others, pushing the 

responsibility for your problem onto them. Does that sound familiar? We’ve all played this 

game. While we might be able to get away with that “game” when it comes to certain 

difficult situation in life, this game does not work with God. This is why, through his 

prophet Ezekiel, our gracious God is warning us that playing the “blame game” against 

him is always a losing proposition. God is telling us … 

Theme: Don’t play the blame game.  

          I. Repent of your sins,  

         II. And live. 
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God’s message through Ezekiel was originally directed at the Israelites who were 

captives in Babylon. They had been defeated by the Babylonians, ripped from their homes, 

and dragged off to a foreign country. And now, they were blaming others for their bad 

situation. The people had this idea that it wasn’t their fault that they were taken to 

Babylon against their will. No, it was the fault the generations before them. This was all 

King Manasseh’s fault! When he ruled Jerusalem 50 years earlier, he led the people into 

idol worship. He set up statues of a false gods in the LORD’s holy temple. He shed 

innocent blood. God promised to wipe out Jerusalem because of what Manasseh did, not 

what these exiles had done. 

These captive Israelites thought God was punishing them for their parent’s rebellion. 

Because of this they kept repeating a proverb as a way of blaming others for their problem. 

So God makes Ezekiel aware of what the people are doing. The word of the Lord came to 

me: “What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the land of 

Israel: Fathers eat sour grapes, and the teeth of their sons are set on edge” (v. 2)? The 

point of the Israelites’ proverb is easy enough to understand. They are saying someone 

before us did something distasteful, and they are the ones who end up with the bad taste 

in our mouths. They are the ones who suffer.  

Don’t we often try to explain our problems this way? Something goes wrong in your 

life, you blame others. Maybe, like Adam, you even blame God. You start feeling sorry for 

yourself, spending too much time and energy on your self-pity. Like the Israelites you say, 

“It’s not my fault! I’m the victim!” But this is a wasteful way to live. Living this way does 

not remove your problems or your guilt. So God says through Ezekiel, “As surely as I 

live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For 

every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son—both alike belong to me. 

The soul who sins is the one who will die” (vs. 3-4). 

The LORD is reminding us we are ultimately responsible to him for the things we do in 

this life, whether good or bad. God is pointing out that you can’t deal with your problems 

until you take responsibility for them. Each of us is to blame for our problems because 

each of us is a sinner with a sinful body, dealing with other sinners in a sinful world. Each 

of us belongs to God, and each of us is responsible to him for what we do or don’t do. 

So, before the “blame game” can begin formulating in our minds, before those sinful 

excuses begin developing on our tongues, God comes along and hits us in the face with a 

splash of ice-cold water when he says, “The soul who sins is the one who will die” (v. 4). 

Physical death followed by eternal death. God points the finger of blame straight back at 

the one responsible for the problem. God says, “You have sinned, therefore, you deserve 

to die.” 

God is using his words to refocus our hearts and minds on repentance. The problem of 

sin doesn’t seem quite so serious to us when it means struggling with finances, and family, 

and disappointment, and health problems. We can work through those problems. Sin 
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doesn’t seem so bad if it creates a problem I can fix. But sin also means death. To get us to 

realize the seriousness of our sins, God points us to our grave. There is no getting through 

that problem on our own. Unless Judgment Day comes first, each of us is going to die 

physically. Death is a sobering thought. But death is even more frightening when the Lord 

strips away all the layers of blame we try to cover it with. It’s not the devil’s fault. It’s not 

God’s fault. It’s not my parent’s fault. It’s not the fault of my upbringing, or my culture, or 

my society. No, sin is my fault. I am the one to blame. I was born in sin. I have sinned. I 

now face death because of sin, and I have no one to blame but myself.  

And God reinforces this truth of personal accountability. He says, “Yet you say, ‘The 

Lord’s way is not fair.’ Listen now, O house of Israel: Is it my way that is not fair? Is it 

not your ways that are not fair? If a righteous man turns away from his righteousness 

and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the unrighteousness 

that he has practiced, he will die” (vs. 25-26). 

To put what God says here another way, Christian faith is not about what you did 

yesterday. It’s like Jesus said in our gospel – if someone who was a prostitute or a tax 

collector yesterday turns to Jesus today, that’s a reason to rejoice. If someone who was a 

child of God yesterday turns away from God today, that is a reason mourn. Today’s sin – 

today’s greed, jealousy, lust, anger, worry, pride, and every other sin – today’s sin is 

enough to turn God against you and bring you death.  

And yet, how often do we complain about God’s ways, just like the people of Israel? 

God says, “But the house of Israel says, ‘The Lord’s way is not fair.’ Is it really my ways 

that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? Therefore, I will 

judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, says the Lord God. 

Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that you will not set out a 

stumbling block that makes you guilty” (vs. 29-30). Our LORD says: Turn from your evil 

ways. Don’t let sin trip you up and make you guilty. Don’t make excuses for your sin. 

Don’t make excuses to sin. Instead, change your mind. Don’t play the “blame game.” 

Repent of your sins! Turn away from your sins! 

But what if you had nothing to turn to? Like a dog chasing its tail, you turn from your 

evil of yesterday to your sin of today to your wickedness of tomorrow. You have nowhere 

to turn. And playing the “blame game” just make it all worse. When you blame others for 

what you know you have done wrong, that just causes the guilt to build up inside of you. 

The guilt of sin brings God’s wrath. The more guilt you have, the more stress, anxiety, and 

hopelessness you feel. Living apart from God is a meaningless life. That’s not real life. 

Don’t play the “blame game.” Instead, repent of your sins, and live. 

This is what the Lord is urging us to do when he says, “For I take no pleasure in the 

death of anyone who dies, declares the Lord God. So repent and live” (v. 32)! What 

could possibly change our sin dead hearts into something that will want to turn away 

from sin and live? Our Lord, Jesus tells us when he says, “The Spirit is the one who gives 



Don’t play the blame game. 
Text: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 for 10/11/2020 by Pastor Bolwerk 

4 

life. The flesh does not help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

they are life” (John 6:63). Jesus’ words are filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The words from Jesus and about Jesus are words that give life! And the life that 

Christ’s words give is the new life of faith. The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome, 

“So then, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes through the 

word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus won that abundant life for us by giving up his own life. 

The sinful blame we try to lay on others, Jesus took that blame on himself. He made 

himself the target of God’s wrath for the evil we commit. Christ took our death and 

suffered our hell. Only Christ can save us from our sins, because the good we do today 

can’t make up for the evil of yesterday. Our good deeds from last Thursday can’t make up 

for our bad behaviors tomorrow. But it took only one Good Friday for Jesus make up for 

all the evil of all our days. Our Lord died for us on that blessed Friday, paying for every 

last one of our sins.  

Now, Jesus offers us what God had offered to the Israelites through Ezekiel. God say, 

“Throw off from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and 

get for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit” (v. 31).  It is God who gives us this new 

heart and spirit. He gives it in connection with the faith he created in us. This new heart 

and new spirit are eager to serve God, repent of our sins, and fight temptation. We now 

have the power to turn away from our sinful desires. By God’s power we now have the 

power to do that which is pleasing to God.  

That means we have the power to take responsibility for our sins. No more “blame 

game.” No more trying to “pass the buck” to others as we try to excuse our own 

sinfulness. Now we have the power to admit our sins, ask for forgiveness, and know that 

we are forgiven by God. In the joy of Christ’s forgiveness we are filled with the desire to 

correct what we have made wrong. We desire to heal those whom we have hurt. We do 

not blame others for our sins. Instead, we forgive others their mistakes and sins against us, 

as we daily repent of the sins we commit. Ever day we need to turn to Jesus, repent, 

receive his forgiveness, and then receive the power we need to truly live. 

So, don’t play the “blame game.” That is a game in which everyone looses. Don’t 

blame others for the consequences of your own sins. Take responsibility for your sins. 

Repent. Trust in Jesus for the complete forgiveness of your sins. Finally, enjoy the new 

heart and spirit that God fills you with. It is a heart of love to live a God pleasing life in 

this world, and a spirit of love that brings you eternal salvation and joy. Amen. 


