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13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?” 14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon 

son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I 

tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not 

overpower it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he 

commanded the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.  

 

Election day is only a few weeks away. So are you tired of the political calls yet? In an 

election year it seems like people’s opinions about the political candidates suddenly 

become valuable. Sometimes even our own family, friends, or coworkers ask us questions 

like: Who do you think has the best chance to win? Which candidate do you agree with? 

What issue will ultimately decide who gets elected?  

I sometimes wish people would ask me as many questions about Jesus. While many 

people seem to have an opinion about Jesus, most people do not like to talk about him. Yet 

today, God is giving you a chance to talk about Jesus. In fact God wants to get your 

opinion about his Son. Through the Gospel writer Matthew, our Lord is asking us … 

Theme: Who do you say Jesus is? 

           I. A God given confession is blessed. 

          II. A God given confession is powerful. 

Jesus starts out this discussion about himself by asking his disciples, “Who do people 

say the Son of Man is?” (v. 13). All of the answers that the disciples give were people who 

were prophets. These were people God had sent to proclaim his word about the coming 

Messiah. God also gave his prophets the power to do miracles to give authority to the 

words they were speaking. The people of Jesus’ day seem to think this very same thing 

about Jesus, that he is someone whom God has sent to tell them about the coming 

Messiah. They seem to think Jesus is going to proclaim God’s word to them, and then he 

will perform some miracles to help them with their worldly problems. The real problem 

the people have is that they do not understand that Jesus is the Messiah. He is the Savior 

God has been promises for all those years. Those were the people of Jesus’ day. 

What about today? If we asked people today, “Who do you say Jesus is?” what kind of 

answers do you think we would get? Many today seem to have the idea that Jesus was a 

good teacher, or a religious “role model” to show us how to live a good life, or a storyteller 

like Aesop who taught people morals. Sadly, some even believe Jesus was nothing more 

than a fictional character in a story book called the Bible. But these ideas about Jesus come 

from, what Jesus calls, “flesh and blood.” They come from human reason. And human 
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reason is influenced by the sinful human nature.  

We know Jesus is the Messiah. We know he is God’s promised Savior. Yet we need be 

careful of our confession about our Lord. Our human reason is also influenced by our 

sinful nature. Our sinful nature can lead us to a confession that is really a worldly 

confession. Sure, we confess Jesus as our Savior, but how often, in our mind and our lives, 

do we treat Jesus as nothing more than someone who helps us only with worldly 

problems? How often is our prayer life focused on the here and now? Do we mainly ask 

Jesus for help with our health, our families, our jobs, or our money? Or are we regularly 

asking Jesus for forgiveness, for mercy, for peace with his Father, or for the spiritual 

strength to fight against the sinful temptations in our lives? Is our confession to others 

about Jesus more about how he has helped us with our worldly lives, or are we regularly 

confessing to others the joy we have because Jesus has saved us from our sins? When Jesus 

becomes nothing more to us than a worldly helper then our confession of him ends up 

being empty and worthless words. 

So, what was so good about Peter’s confession? Peter said about Jesus, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16). While we may not see much in these few words 

of Peter, these words speak volumes. This is why Jesus says of Peter’s confession, “Blessed 

are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven” (v. 17). How did God the Father reveal this information to Peter? 

Through the Bible. God used his words to create faith in Peter, both the scriptures and the 

words spoken by his Son. That faith God created in Peter came with a blessing: The 

blessing of the knowledge that Jesus is the Savior of the world. Christ is the one who came 

to save this world from sin and eternal death. 

A faith that is created by God expresses God’s truths. We have faith. So, how did we 

get this faith? Through the words of scripture that speak about Christ. As the Bible says, 

“Faith come from hearing the message […]” about Jesus (Romans 10:17). And our God 

given faith has the desire to express God’s truths. The confession our faith gives comes 

with blessings. 

When we proclaim Jesus as God’s Son and our Savior, we are confessing everything 

about Jesus that is connected to his saving work. As we make that confession, the things 

we proclaim about our God and Savior bring blessings to us. We are blessed with the 

recognition of our sinful position before God. That might not seem like a blessing at first. 

But it is a blessing because when we recognize our sin, then we also understand what 

separates us from God (you cannot fix a problem if you don’t know what it is). With the 

knowledge of our sin comes the realization that we cannot save ourselves from those sins. 

So our confession also brings with it the blessing of knowing Jesus as our Savior from sin. 

Our confession of faith is blessed with forgiveness. 

This is not a confession we make once in our life and then we are done. It is a 

confession we want to make every day. Every day we want to be confessing our sins 
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before God. Every day we confess our need for God to save us from our sins. Every day 

we get to confess our gratitude and thank to Jesus for being our Savior from sin and death 

and hell. Along with all of that we want to daily ask God for the strength to grow and 

remain in our God given faith, so we can continue to make that good confess. A God given 

confession is blessed. 

But the confession that Peter gave came with more than just blessings. Jesus also said 

of Peter’s confession, “I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it” (v. 18). The rock that Jesus is building 

his church on is not Peter, but it is Peter’s “rock solid” confession. And that God given 

confession is powerful.  

That God given confession is so powerful that Jesus says, “hell will not overpower it” 

(v. 18b). When our confession is based on the word of God, then our confession comes 

with the power of  God. That means our confession has the power to defend against Satan 

and his allies. How? The Bible tells us that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh. And we 

see the power the Word has as Jesus drives a legion of demons out of a man (Luke 8:26-

33). That is over 4000 demons Jesus drove away with just his words. How powerful is 

Jesus and the confession we give about him? The writer to the Hebrews says of Jesus, 

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil” (Hebrews 

2:14). Jesus, the anointed Savior, has the power to destroy the devil so the devil can no 

longer hold the power of eternal death against us. That is the power our confession about 

Christ comes with. 

And the confession you give about Christ comes with even more power. Jesus said to 

Peter, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (v. 

19). A key is used to lock or unlock something. The keys Jesus gives to his believers lock or 

unlock “the kingdom of heaven.” The Bible tells us that the kingdom of heaven is where 

God is ruling over the hearts and minds of his believers.  

So, what would keep someone out of the “kingdom of heaven” and what would allow 

someone in? What keeps people out of God’s kingdom is rebellion against God. What 

shows people their rebellion? God’s Law. God’s Ten Commandments make it clear where 

someone’s life is not lining up with God’s holy will. God’s Law acts like a key, locking or 

“binding” that sin to a person’s conscience. The Law is ultimately showing people how 

they have locked themselves out of God’s kingdom. 

We live in a time when it seems like everyone is making up their own rules as to what 

is right and wrong. Sadly, people also seem to feel that they can determine what is, or is 

not, acceptable to God. This is where we believers need to confess the clear truth of God’s 

Law. We want to help people see how their sin is a ticking time bomb that is going to kill 

them eternally. We want to warn people that if they remain “locked up” in their sinful 
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rejection of God that they will remain forever locked up in the torments of hell.  We bind 

their consciences with the sins they commit, hoping that the Bible truth will move them to 

cry out to the Lord as David did when he wrote in Psalm 51, “Have mercy on me O God 

[…]” (v. 1).  

And when they do, we then have the privilege of using that key of the gospel to 

unlock that person from their prison cell of sin with the good news of Jesus. We can 

confess to them that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, who has set them free 

from all of their sins. 

You and I have been given the powerful keys of the kingdom of heaven. Our Lord 

Jesus gives us the awesome privilege and power to lead people to confess their hope in 

Jesus as Peter did; just as we do. What a thrill it is to hear someone confess Christ as their 

Savior because that confession comes with some incredible blessings. It comes with 

amazing power.  

So, who do you say Jesus is? Let us confess right along with Peter that, “Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of the living God!” Through that confession we receive blessings and 

power. We receive the power we need for our faith to endure the trials and temptation of 

this life. And we receive blessings that fill us with the joy and hope of the eternal life that 

our Lord has won for us. Amen. 


