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13I am speaking to you Gentiles. For as long as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am going to 

speak highly of my ministry. 14Perhaps I may make my own people jealous, and so save some of 

them. 15For if their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, what does their acceptance 

mean other than the dead coming to life? 28In regard to the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. 

But, in regard to election, they are especially dear for the sake of the patriarchs, 29because God’s 

gracious gifts and call are not regretted. 30For just as you were once disobedient to God, but now 

have been shown mercy due to their disobedience, 31so also now they have become disobedient, so 

that by the mercy shown to you they may be shown mercy too. 32For God imprisoned all in 

disobedience so that he may show mercy to all. 

 

Mercy: what images does that word bring to your mind? A common picture people 

think of when they hear the word mercy is that of a criminal standing before a judge. 

All the evidence against this person clearly points to their guilt. In fact the evidence is 

so overwhelming that the criminal has no way to argue the charges; they have nothing 

to bargain with. There is nothing they can say to the judge to change the judge’s mind. 

This criminal knows that the judge has the power and authority to hand down the most 

severe sentence for their crime. So all the criminal can do is beg for the judge's mercy.  

If the judge is going to properly handle justice, he should punish the criminal. The 

criminal has nothing to offer the judge, and the judge owes this person nothing. Should 

the judge choose to not punish the criminal to the fullest extent of the law, that judge 

would be doing so purely by their own choice. That judge would be showing mercy. 

When a person in a position of authority shows kindness or compassion to someone 

under their authority, especially when that person doesn’t deserve kindness, that is 

mercy. 

God has authority over this entire world. And every person on the face of this 

planet has broken God’s law and deserves God’s punishment. Every person deserves 

the eternal punishment of hell. Yet as the apostle Paul writes to the Christians in Rome, 

he makes it clear that this is not what God wants. Paul tells us what God really wants 

for all the people of this world. 

Theme:  God wants to show mercy to all. 

        I.  The consequence of rejecting God’s mercy. 

       II.  The joy of standing in God’s mercy. 

Throughout the Old Testament Scriptures God was continually showing mercy to 

the people of this world. God was merciful to Adam and Eve after they had sinned. He 

could have destroyed them, but instead he promised them a Savior from their sins. God 

displays that same mercy as he repeats the promise of a Savior to Abram. God said, “I 

will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be 
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a blessing. […] All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you” (Genesis 12:2, 

3b). We see God’s mercy again in our reading from the book of Joshua. God had 

declared destruction for the people of Jericho, yet God was merciful to Rahab even 

though she had lived a very sinful life in that city. By faith we see God’s mercy on 

“gentile” people such as Ruth, who was a Moabite, and Naaman, who was from Syria. 

God shows mercy to all who trust in his promise of a Messiah; that Messiah who saves 

people from their sins. 

And the Apostle Paul tells us that the Nation of Israel had God’s promise of a 

Savior. Sadly, they had rejected that promise. The Jews of Paul’s day no longer believed 

that their eternal salvation came from God’s promise of a Messiah who would save 

them from their sins. Instead the Jews trusted in their rituals, and ceremonies, and acts 

of obedience. They believed God “owed” them eternal life just because they were the 

“chosen nation,” the descendants of Abraham. Paul saw what was really happening 

with the Jews. He says, “For as long as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am going to 

speak highly of my ministry. Perhaps I may make my own people jealous, and so 

save some of them.  For if their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, what 

does their acceptance mean other than the dead coming to life?” (vs. 13-15). The 

Jewish people had rejected God’s promise. In doing so they rejected God’s mercy. 

Rejecting God’s mercy has one very serious consequence: eternal death. The people of 

Israel had brought on themselves spiritual and eternal death. But this was not true for 

all of “Israel.” 

Starting back in Romans 9 Paul makes an important point: the true “Israel” of God 

has nothing to do with being Jewish. Paul says in Romans 9, “This does not mean that 

God’s word has failed, because not all who are descended from Israel are really 

Israel. This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are God’s children, but 

it is the children of the promise who are counted as his descendants” (Romans 9:6, 8). 

Those who trust the promise God made to Abraham, the promise of a Savior from sin, 

those are the people who are saved. It is faith in Christ alone that saves, not a person’s 

bloodline or relationships. So people of any nationality who believe in Jesus as the 

promised Savior are God’s chosen people. 

Yet all of this should be a warning to us! The Jews were given the promise of the 

Messiah and they rejected that promise. If those who were given the promise could 

reject it and suffer the consequences, what is to stop us from rejecting it? We were once 

enemies of God. Our Old, dead natures fought against God rejecting his goodness. Yet 

God has been merciful to us. Paul says, “For just as you were once disobedient to God, 

but now [you] have been shown mercy […]” (v.30). God showed us mercy by using his 

powerful word to create faith in our hearts. But our sinful natures are still here, and the 

sinful nature continually pushes back against God’s mercy. The Jews thought that they 
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could do things their own way, that they could live sinful lives and somehow still be 

right with God because they were “Jewish.” Our sinful nature can lead us to reject 

God’s mercy in the same way; to think we can live in sin and still be right with God 

because we call ourselves “Christians.” If you think trusting in a label you put on 

yourself, or your family name, or who you are related to, or the fact that you are a 

member of this church, is going to save you from hell, you are dead wrong. As we have 

seen, a title, a name, or a connection to some group can never save you from the fires of 

hell.  

There is only one thing that can save you from eternal damnation: trusting in the 

promise of a merciful God. “For God imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may 

show mercy to all” (v. 32). Or as Paul said earlier in his letter to the Romans: “All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God and [all] are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:23, 24). The point Paul is 

making is this: regardless of a person’s backgrounds, every person of every nation is by 

nature sinful and disobedient. No one – not a Jew or a Gentile – is righteous before God 

all on their own. We have all sinned. That means our eternal salvation depends entirely 

on God’s mercy. God the Father shows us his mercy in the perfect life, innocent death, 

and glorious resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. God promises full and free 

forgiveness to all who trust in Jesus as their Savior. Through faith in Christ the Father 

even forgives us for all the times we despise his mercy. Through this good news of 

salvation in Jesus, God is continually pouring out his mercy upon all the people of this 

world. It is through this good news that God is showing mercy to you because God 

wants to show mercy to all. 

When God is merciful to those who do not deserve his mercy, that compassion God 

gives has an effect on a person. Recognizing God’s kindness, a person who has been 

touched by God’s mercy wants to stay in that mercy because of the joy a person feels 

standing in God’s mercy. 

Mercy is getting us the opposite of what we deserve. As sinners we deserve a 

sentence of death. Instead, through Jesus, we receive the promise of eternal life. As 

those who are disobedient, we deserve punishment. Instead, through faith in Christ, we 

receive the reward of heaven. When we understand that everything we are and 

everything we have is a gift of God’s grace and mercy, that knowledge has an effect on 

us. It brings us joy.  

That joy compels us to love as God has loved us. That joy prompts us to share 

God’s message of mercy with a world full of people that God wants to show mercy to. 

Paul says, “For just as you were once disobedient to God, but now have been shown 

mercy due to their disobedience, so also now they have become disobedient, so that 

by the mercy shown to you they may be shown mercy too” (vs. 30, 31). Paul is 



God wants to show mercy to all. 
Text: Romans 11:13-15, 28-32 for 08/30/2020 by Pastor Bolwerk 

speaking about “gentiles” – non-Jews – showing mercy to Jews by sharing God’s saving 

promises with them.  

We can share God’s mercy with other also. God’s mercy comes to us through the 

proclaiming of his Word. It is through God’s gospel promises of a Savior that we 

receive mercy. And now, as those who “hold” that promise, as those who know that 

promise and are alive spiritually because of it, we want to take the mercy God gives us 

and share it with others.  

Now, our sinful nature can tempt us to think, “Why should I share God’s mercy? If 

God wants to show mercy to people let him do it.” As people who trust in Jesus, we 

enjoy God’s mercy every day. Yet there are so many in this world who live outside of 

God’s mercy. Oh, sure, they may act like they have their lives all together, yet if you 

look closely you realize they have no real joy; they have no lasting peace. You have 

what they need. You have the good news of how Jesus Christ has saved the world from 

the consequences of its sin. You have the promise of God’s mercy, that because of your 

faith in Jesus God will not sentence you to eternal death. Instead, through Christ, God is 

granting you his mercy and giving you eternal life. You live in the joy of God’s mercy, 

not only now, but for all eternity.  

Paul’s words urge us to use what God is blessing our lives with to share his mercy 

with the people we know. Paul told us that God wants to show mercy to all people. 

That means we want to show mercy to all people. Not just our friends and family, and 

not just our neighbors, classmates, and coworkers. God wants us to share his mercy 

with people we don’t like. God even wants us to share his mercy with the people who 

don’t like us. Remember, at one time we didn’t like God. In fact we hated God, yet God 

still showed his mercy to us. So, let us share with all people the joy we have standing in 

God’s mercy. 

None of us deserves God’s mercy. That is why the mercy and love God shows us on 

a daily basis is so amazing. Let us praise God for the joy of standing in his mercy. May 

his mercy bring you joy every day as you wait in joyful hope for the coming of your 

merciful Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


