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5The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask for whatever I may give to 

you.” 6Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness to your servant, my father David, 

just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward you. You have 

shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is sitting on his throne as it 

is today. 7Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in the place of my father David, but I 

am a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is among your people, which 

you have chosen, a great people which cannot be counted or numbered because they are so many. 9Now 

give to your servant a listening heart to judge your people, to discern between good and evil, for who is 

able to judge this great people of yours?” 10What Solomon asked for was good in the eyes of the LORD. 
11God said to him, “Because you have asked for this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor have you 

asked for riches, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but you have asked for discernment to 

reach just verdicts, 12therefore listen: I will act according your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you before, nor will anyone like you rise 

up after you.” 

 

Do you remember the story of Aladdin? It’s the story of a poor, young boy who ends up in 

the possession of a magic lamp. Whenever someone rubs the lamp a genie appears, and this 

powerful, magical creature is able to grant whoever holds the lamp three wishes. Aladdin uses 

those wishes to defeat his enemies, marry a beautiful princess, and go off to live in a big castle. 

What would you wish for if you had three wishes? Our minds race with the possibilities, yet we 

know very well that what happened to Aladdin was just a story. The reality is that there are no 

such creatures as genies with the power to grant us whatever we want. 

Yet God is all powerful, and in this portion of his word he reminds us that he does have the 

power to grant his believers anything they ask of him. As believers what is it that we want to 

ask God for? Looking at the example of King Solomon we can come to better understanding of 

what we as believers want to ask of God. From Solomon we learn about … 

Theme: Asking God for what is good in his eyes. 

          I. Recognizing the tasks God has set before us. 

         II. So we can glorify God for his great kindness. 

As we meet Solomon in this portion of 1 Kings, he has only been ruling Israel for a few 

years.  Since the death of his father, King David, Solomon has been carrying out the things his 

father instructed him to do. So Solomon is firmly in control of the nation of Israel. But Solomon 

wasn’t just following David’s advice out of respect for his father. We are told in the verses right 

before our text that “Solomon loved the Lord, so he followed the instructions of his father 

David” (1 Kings 3:3a).   

We see Solomon’s “love for the Lord” as he goes to Gibeon to worship. Gibeon was a small 

town about five miles northwest of Jerusalem. When King David brought the Ark to Jerusalem, 

he also moved the altar used for burning sacrifices to Gibeon. This was the same altar that Israel 

used as they wandered in the desert for forty years. Solomon used that altar to sacrifice one 

thousand burnt offerings to God. 

After making those sacrifices at Gibeon, God comes to Solomon in a dream and makes 

Solomon an incredible offer. God says, “Ask for whatever I may give to you” (v. 5). What 
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would you ask for? Solomon could have asked for anything! Wealth, fame, power, a long and 

comfortable life, but he didn’t. Solomon didn’t ask for those things because he was not acting 

based on personal preference or human reason. Solomon was acting on faith. 

It was faith that moved Solomon to worship God at Gibeon. It was the desire to please God 

that moved Solomon to make that tremendous sacrifice of one thousand burnt offerings to God. 

Faith in the Almighty moved Solomon to pray with his mind not focused on the world or 

himself, but on the task which God had graciously placed before him. Solomon prays, “Now 

give to your servant a listening heart to judge your people, to discern between good and evil” 

(v. 9). 

In this prayer Solomon set aside himself so he can focus on what is pleasing to God. 

Solomon was like the merchant in Jesus parable who gives up everything he has just so he could 

have that one pearl which was priceless (Matthew 13:45-46). Solomon “gives up” everything 

concerning himself: his desires, his wants, his goals, his ideas. Then he humbly asked for what 

will help him carry out God’s will. Solomon wanted the wisdom to know what was right and 

God pleasing, and also what was wrong and not God pleasing. Solomon wants wisdom so he 

can properly judge God’s people. 

Do our prayers sound like Solomon’s prayer? Do we come to God humbly in prayer or 

demanding? Are we willing to set aside our wants and desires, and pray for what we need to 

carry out God’s tasks? Do we recognize what our God given tasks are? Our heavenly Father 

wants us to live as his children, so do our words and actions reflect his goodness and mercy? 

God wants us to produce fruits of faith. Do we ask for what we need to produce those fruits of 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control? By faith 

we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters. Is it clear to others that Jesus is our brother and Savior? God 

has given us the worldly tasks of being parents and children, husbands and wives, employers 

and employees, friends and neighbors. Knowing what our tasks are, do we pray for the ability 

to carry out those tasks in a god pleasing way, or do we pray for ourselves and our own goals 

and desires? 

Our prayers really don’t compare all that well to Solomon’s, do they? More often our 

prayers sound more like “self help” books: “Help me with these worldly problems God.” Even 

when we pray for others, how often are we really praying for selfish reasons? “God help that 

person to change (so they’re not such a problem in my life).” It’s not so easy to “give up” 

ourselves so God’s will can be done in our lives, is it?   

Yet as we wrestle with our prayers, God in his mercy grants us the one prayer we often 

forget to pray for ourselves: “Father, forgive me of all my sins for Jesus’ sake.” Every day, our 

merciful Father does just that: he looks at the faith in our hearts which trust in Jesus as Savior, 

and he forgives us for all of our selfish, self-focused prayers. Why? Because the Father sees his 

Son’s perfect life covering us; he hears Jesus’ perfect prayers coming from our lips. 

Then God speaks to us. First, he speaks his gospel forgiveness to us which builds us up and 

strengthens our faith. Then God speaks to us through the rest of his word, letting us know that 

we can ask for anything. In fact Jesus said, “I tell you: Whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he will give you” (John 16:23). So ask! Ask God for what is good in his eyes. And do that 

recognizing the tasks God has set before you. In faith, ask for the wisdom to recognize what 
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those God given tasks are. Then pray for the courage and the strength to carry out God’s will in 

your life. 

We need that strength, because when we hear the God say to Solomon, “Ask for whatever I 

may give to you” (v. 5b), it can be tempting to use those words separate from the rest of the 

Bible. How easy it is for us to ask God for the things that would bring us pleasure and power; 

how easy to ask for glory or fame. Yet when we understand how much God has done for us – 

sending his Son to pay for our sins, saving us from sin, and Satan, and hell, giving us eternal life 

– we have a change of heart and mind. Sure, we could ask God for whatever we want, but what 

our faith wants is to glorify God for his great kindness. 

Solomon saw how kind God had been to his family. So, he prays to God, ““You have 

shown great mercy and faithfulness to your servant, my father David” (v. 6a). He even speaks 

of how kind God was to him, “You have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him 

(Solomon’s father David) and have given him a son who is sitting on his throne as it is today” 

(v. 6b). Solomon realized that in spite of all of the problems and failings of his father David, 

despite all the sins Solomon committed, God in his grace and mercy still forgave David and 

Solomon. God was kind to them even though they didn’t deserve his kindness. 

God’s kindness to Solomon and his family had such a powerful impact on his life that 

Solomon’s prayer is completely focused on that kindness. If you look closely at Solomon’s 

prayer you will find at least ten times Solomon says to God “you” or “your,” focusing on all 

that God has done for his people.  So, in answer to God’s offer to ask for anything, Solomon 

asks for that which will give glory to God.  He prays, “Now give to your servant a listening 

heart to judge your people, to discern between good and evil, for who is able to judge this 

great people of yours?” (v. 9). 

God has certainly been kind to us. He may not have set us on thrones to rules as kings and 

queens, but he has promised each and every one of us a crown. The Apostle Peter wrote, “When 

the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive an unfading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4).  That 

crown will never fade because it is Jesus’ crown of glory. Jesus himself gives us that crown 

through faith. With that crown comes eternal life. Because you trust in Jesus for the forgiveness 

of your sins you have that crown of eternal life. You will one day stand in the eternal glory of 

heaven and be filled with a joy that never ends.  

Yet we want to remember that everything we have in Christ is not ours because of anything 

we have done. No, God is kind to us in spite of what we have done. Even though we time and 

again slip into our selfish, sinful ways, God keeps forgiving us for Jesus’ sake. God in his 

kindness continues to proclaim his word among us; he continues to speak his gospel to us even 

though we don’t deserve it.   

As we grow in our understanding God’s kindness, that kindness becomes the focus of our 

prayers. Moved by the Holy Spirit, we want to give all glory and praise to the Father and the 

Son for all of their kindness to us. We want to give them the glory as we respond to God’s offer 

to us, to ask for whatever he may give to us. We glorify God in our prayers when we ask that 

his will be done in our lives. We glorify God when we ask for the ability and the strength to do 

what is good and right in his eyes. 

Just like Solomon, we can ask for the wisdom to know what is right and wrong in God’s 
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eyes. Like Solomon we want the wisdom to make God pleasing decisions, whether we are at 

school or work or play. We can only do that with God’s help. So let us ask for the ability to do 

everything that we do to the glory of God.  

Keep asking God for what is good in his eyes. Ask God for whatever it is he may give to 

you, recognizing the task that he has set before you: the task of living your life to his glory. Ask 

God for anything, and as you do, give glory to God for the kindness he has shown us in his Son. 

To God be the glory, because he is the one who has saved us from our sins. It is God who, in his 

loving kindness, has set a crown of eternal glory on your heads, and your hearts, and your lives.  

Amen. 


