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Therefore, because Christ suffered in flesh, arm yourselves with the same mindset, because the one 

who has suffered in flesh is done with sin. 2Do this so that you no longer live the rest of your time in 

the flesh for human desires but for God’s will. 3Indeed, you have already spent enough time in the 

past doing what the Gentiles want to do: living in unbridled immorality, lusts, drunkenness, orgies, 

drinking parties, and disgusting idolatry. 4For this reason, they are surprised that you do not 

plunge into the same overflowing river of filth with them, and they slander you. 5They will have to 

give an account to the one who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6In fact, it was for this 

reason that the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, so that they might be judged the way 

people are judged in flesh and that they might live the way God lives in spirit. 7The end of all things 

is near. So have sound judgment and be self-controlled for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, love 

each other constantly, because love covers a multitude of sins.  

 

There is a common thread connecting our Scripture readings today. God connects 

together for us a picture of harvest and a picture of Judgment Day. In our reading from the 

book of Joel God says, “Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe” (v. 13), and “The day of 

the LORD is near” (v. 14). In the Gospel reading from Matthew, Jesus explains his parable 

of the wheat and the weeds by saying, “The harvest is the end of the age” (v. 39). God is 

helping us prepare for Judgment Day by using a picture of a harvest.  

When it comes to that “harvest” the Apostle Peter says, “have sound judgment” (v. 

7a), literally, “be in a right state of mind.” Peter wants us thinking clearly because, as he 

says, “The end of all things is near” (v.7). Judgment Day is much closer than we often 

think it is. So Peter wants us to be clear minded about who we are and the fruits of faith 

we produce, because there is not much time left before God carries out his harvest. 

Now the gardeners in our congregation certainly understand this picture. The harvest 

is what they have spent their time working toward. This is why they fertilize the ground 

and plant the seeds. This is why they water and weed and care for the plants. They work 

hard so that when the plant has fully grown, and the fruit or vegetable has ripened, there 

is a harvest. The harvest is done to bring in that which is good to keep it safe. Anything 

that is bad is destroyed. 

God does the same thing with his Word. God is working to plant his word in the 

hearts of people. Then he waters, feeds, and nurtures that seed with his gospel, and there 

is growth. That sprout growing from the seed is faith; it is a living thing which God has 

created. And faith produces fruit. At the end of time God is going to harvest the fruit of 

humanity. The “good” plants (believers) God is going to bring into the storehouse of 

heaven to keep them safe, but the “bad” plants will be destroyed.   

In Jesus’ parable, he describes the “bad” plants as “weeds,” and the fruit that they 

produce is evil. We know weeds are bad. They use up nutrients in soil and starve the good 

plants. If there are enough weeds, they can keep the good plants from producing “fruit”, 

or worse, if there are too many weeds, they can kill the good plants. The weed Jesus was 

speaking about is the sin and unbelief that infects the people of this world. 
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God has planted the good seed of his Word in us. He has given us faith. As we grow in 

our faith we have to deal with the “weeds” of this life. We are going to have to deal with 

people in this world who do evil; people who persecute us for our faith. 

Peter shows us how to recognize those weeds. Peter describes the evil “fruit” these 

weeds produce as, “unbridled immorality, lusts, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, 

and disgusting idolatry” (v. 3). These people live only to please their senses, doing 

anything that brings them pleasure. They don’t care if what they do is wrong, or illegal, or 

hurtful. They don’t care about God and they don’t care about others because they only 

care about themselves.  

When these people see us living lives of thankfulness to our God and Savior, they 

become confused. Peter says, “They are surprised that you do not plunge into the same 

overflowing river of filth with them” (v. 4a). They don’t understand why you will not 

join them in their sinful actions and lifestyles. And when they see the reflection of Christ in 

you it reminds them of their guilt and their sinfulness. That makes them angry. They don’t 

want to hear that they are doing something wrong. They don’t want to feel the guilt and 

shame of their sins. So when our words and actions reveal their sinfulness, they retaliate.  

Peter says, “they slander you” (v. 4b). They speak to try and discredit you and your life in 

Christ. 

As long as we live in this world we are going to have to deal with “weeds.” We are 

going to have to deal with people lashing out at us and our faith. We may wonder why 

God doesn’t just destroy the weeds. Why doesn’t God just zap them with some weed killer 

and remove them from the face of the earth? 

First of all, God doesn’t do that because he is merciful. God “wants all people to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4 NIV). God the Father 

gives everyone in this world a “time of grace”, a time in which they can hear the gospel 

and come to faith in Christ. If God simply wipes out all the weeds, then he would be 

cutting their time of grace short. That would go against God’s perfect mercy. 

But there is another reason why God does not remove the “weeds” from this world. 

Jesus gives us insight into that reason in his parable. When the servants in the parable 

asked their master if they should pull up the weeds to get rid of them, the master said, 

“‘No, because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with 

them’” (v. 29).  

How could God, by uprooting a “weed” in the world, that is removing someone who 

does evil, how could that also uproot the “wheat”, that is, a believer? Peter gives us the 

answer.  He says, “Indeed, you have already spent enough time in the past doing what 

the Gentiles want to do: living in unbridled immorality […]” (v. 3). Peter says “you 

have” done these things. That is because that weed of evil still has a hold of us. 

Long before the “wheat” of faith was growing in our hearts, we were weeds. That 

weed of original sin infects every one of us. That weed led us into every kind of evil desire 

all so that we can please ourselves. In fact that weed led us into the worst, most disgusting 
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kind of idolatry: the idolatry of self-worship. 

When God came along and planted that wheat of faith in our hearts, the “weed” 

didn’t go away. Like a dandelion that is broken off at the top, the weed simply re-grows 

from the root left behind. Our “old, sinful self” may have been drowned at our baptism, 

but its roots run deep. Day after day it grows back into its old, evil self working to steal 

what our faith needs to survive and driving us away from God and his word. Every day 

that weed works to choke off the good fruit our new self is working to produce. 

We’ve all seen that weed at work. It gets us focused on the things we need and the 

things we need to do until there is no time to think about being in God’s word. The weed 

is there holding back our hand as the wheat desires to give a generous thank offering to 

God. We see that weed at work filling our heads with angry, hateful, hurtful thoughts 

which build up until the weed pushes them out of our mouths.  And when the wheat in us 

wants to say, “I’m sorry”, or “I forgive you” the weed is right their telling us to keep our 

mouths shut. 

We see the weed at its worst when it gets us to think we have it under control. We 

look at the good we do think that the weed is not a problem. That’s usually at that point 

when the weed gets us to think we don’t need God’s help to control that weed, and we 

start to trust more in ourselves than in God. The weed gets us look to ourselves to control 

not only the weed, but everything in our lives. Soon, God is no longer first in our lives. 

Instead, we are number one; we take all the glory and credit for what happens in our lives. 

That is what Peter calls “detestable idolatry.” 

It is because of the weed that Peter says, “In fact, it was for this reason that the gospel 

was preached […] that they might live the way God lives in spirit” (v. 6). It was through 

the gospel that God planted in you the seed of faith. It was the gospel, proclaimed at your 

baptism, preached from the pulpit, taught in the classroom, and read from the scriptures 

that caused that seed of faith to grow in you.  In that tiny plant of faith God gives us the 

power to turn away from the evil desires of the weed. It is only by God’s power that we 

trust in Jesus to forgive us of our “detestable idolatry.” How merciful God was to us 

“weeds” to give up the life of his one and only Son, so that Jesus could pay for all our sins. 

It is the gospel that gives us this life, a life that is able to produce good fruit; fruit that is 

pleasing to God. It is the gospel that gives you the ability to “live the way God lives in 

spirit” (v.6). 

So be clear minded about how you live and the fruits of faith you produce. Peter tells 

us, “The end of all things is near. So have sound judgment and be self-controlled for the 

sake of your prayers” (v. 7). We need to keep our minds clear of those “weedy”, evil 

thoughts that try to choke off the good God is working in us. We need to let the new self 

be in control, the “wheat” that is guided by God’s Spirit. Do that so you can pray. Let us 

daily turn to God in prayer and ask him for the strength to stand up against the weeds of 

this world, and also the weed of our “old self.” Let’s thank God in prayer for giving us the 

faith we have. And as we pray, let’s lift others up before the Lord. Pray for all those who 
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are harassed and abused by the weeds of this world. 

Peter also tells us, “Above all, love each other constantly, because love covers a 

multitude of sins” (v. 8).  It was God’s love that covered over our sins in Christ’s blood.  

Now God is working fruits of faith in us so we can love others in the same way he loves 

us. So instead of trying to “uproot” the “weeds” of this world, we can love them like God 

loves us. We can share the gospel with them, giving the Holy Spirit an opportunity to 

plant a seed in their hearts. And as the Spirit does his work perhaps a few of those weeds 

will begin to sprout a new plant: the plant of faith. Perhaps it is for that very reason God 

allows those weeds into our lives in the first place. 

So let us be clear because the end is near. Let’s be clear about who we are, and the fruit 

that we produce. We are the fruit of God’s labor:  Planted in Christ Jesus, watered and 

nourished with the life-giving gospel. May the fruit of praise to God be always on our lips, 

as we look forward to the harvest of eternal joy which we have through faith in Christ. 

Amen. 


