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10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky and do not return there unless they 

water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, and it gives seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, 11so it will be with my Word that goes forth from my mouth. It will not return 

to me empty. Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, and it will succeed in the purpose for 

which I sent it. 12Because in joy you will go forth, and in peace you will be carried along. The 

mountains and the hills will burst forth before you with shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field 

will clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn, a fir tree will grow up. Instead of the brier, a myrtle 

tree will grow up. And it will make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that will not be cut 

off. 

 

How much trust do you put in the words of people’s promises? It really depends on 

who is speaking, doesn’t it? For example: When a political candidate promises to cut 

taxes and improve your quality of life, you may be very skeptical that they will actually 

keep their promise. But when a life-long, trusted friend promises to drive in from out of 

state just to visit you, you will probably believe every word they say. 

But if there is one thing we quickly learn in life, it is that you can never fully trust 

every word of people’s promises. That is not because people are insincere or are out to 

trick us. The reality is, that no matter what people promise us there are simply too 

many things that are out of their control. Yes, even people we fully trust may promise 

us things that end up nothing more than empty words. 

This is why this lesson God sets before us today is so important. It can be easy for 

us to take God’s words and promises in the same way we take human words: with a bit 

of skepticism. When we hear God speak it can be easy for our sinful human reason to 

not only question, but doubt what God says and that he will follow through on his 

words. So, through his prophet Isaiah our Lord teaches us that …  

Theme: God does not speak empty words. 

           I. God’s words always have a purpose 

          II. God’s words always have an effect 

What is interesting is that our text doesn’t focus so much on the content of what 

God says to us. Instead it focuses on the results that occur when God speaks. As God 

speaks of the result of rain and snow watering the land our Lord goes on to say, “so it 

will be with my Word that goes forth from my mouth. It will not return to me empty. 

Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, and it will succeed in the purpose for 

which I sent it” (v. 11). The words God speaks always have a purpose, and his words 

are always successful in accomplishing the purpose for which he sends them. 

So, for what purpose does God send out his word? Through the prophet Ezekiel 

God says, “As I live, declares the Lord God, I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from their way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11). The 

overarching purpose of God’s word is to turn the wicked from their evil ways and turn 
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them back to God. Who are the “wicked” that the Lord is speaking about? The Bible 

tells us, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). All who 

sin are wicked in God’s eyes, and everyone sins. And Scripture says, “sin, when it is 

full grown, gives birth to death” (James 1:15). That is eternal death, eternal separation 

from God and his love and goodness. Yet, God tells us in the Bible that he wants all 

people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).  

God sends out his word of truth for two purposes. The first purpose of God sending 

his word is so that we “become conscious of sin” (Romans 3:20). You cannot fix a 

problem if you do not realize you have a problem. Imagine you go in for a routine 

physical. As the doctor checks you over he asks to run some blood tests and have an x-

ray taken. You think it’s a little strange but you agree. When you return to the doctor 

for the test results he tells you that you have cancer. You say, “I can’t have cancer. I feel 

great. I’ve never felt better in my life!” Then the doctor shows you the x-ray and the test 

results and says, “You clearly have cancer, and we need to treat this right away or it 

will kill you. God’s word of Law does the same thing. It makes us aware of the cancer of 

sin. It shows us all of the ways we rebel against God and his Law. And that word of law 

makes it clear that we have no way of fixing that problem.  

So God’s word goes out with a second purpose. Jesus’ Apostle John says about the 

Bible that, “these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). God’s word 

not only shows us our problem but shows us God’s perfect solution to our problem.  

Yet, like so many human words, how often do we question or doubt the words that 

go out from God’s mouth? God’s word purposefully shows us our sin, yet how many 

times do we think, “What’s the big deal, I’m not hurting anyone. So what if I think of 

that person sexually, or desire someone else’s stuff, or have a hateful thought. Nobody 

knows”? Then God’s mouth proclaims the good news of his salvation which we have 

only through faith in his Son, Jesus. Yet when we hear of God’s forgiveness in Christ 

how often do we react with apathy, or even worse, a self-righteousness which thinks 

our sins our so insignificant that God’s forgiveness is better off given to those people 

who really need it? Or maybe you have the opposite problem. Every time you hear the 

gospel Satan brings up all the sinful things you have done in the past and you think, 

“There is no way God could possibly forgive me.” We doubt God’s word. We question 

God’s word. How many times have we sinfully treated God’s almighty words as if they 

are nothing more than empty words? 

Thank God that his words are not empty words. Thank God that his words have 

achieved the purpose for which he sent them. It was the word that went out from God’s 

mouth that promised a Savior from sin, death, and hell. That word spoke of a Savior 

who would live as our substitute, who would suffer and die for our sins, and who 

would rise to give us forgiveness, hope, and a new life. It is only the word of God’s 

gospel that clearly tells us that Jesus is that one and only Savior. The purpose of that 
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good news is so that “you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). God does not speak 

empty words. You can know and trust that every one of God’s words always has his 

good and perfect purpose behind it. 

Let’s look again at how God started out this portion of scripture. God says, “Just as 

the rain and the snow come down from the sky and do not return there unless they 

water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, and it gives seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, so it will be with my Word that goes forth from my 

mouth” (vs. 10-11). God compares his word to rain and snow that water the ground. 

What happens when rain or snow waters the ground? Things grow. When rain falls on 

the ground it has an effect. God makes this comparison to help us understand that the 

words he speaks are not empty words, but God’s words always have an effect. 

And that word has had and effect on you. The Bible tells us, “Faith comes from 

hearing the message, and the message comes through the word of Christ” (Romans 

10:17). You have heard that “word of Christ.” You have heart the good news of how 

Jesus has saved you from sin and death. That message had an affect on you. It created 

faith in your heart. Because of the Holy Spirit’s purposeful working through the gospel, 

that word of God had and affect on you. 

But faith is not the only effect God’s word has on you. As you continue to hear 

God’s word, that word feeds and strengths your faith. That word fills you with the 

desire to show love to God by wanting to keep his commands and by loving the people 

around you. Just like rain falling on crops in a field, God’s word causes our faith to 

grow and produce good fruits.  

In this word picture that God uses, he says that when rain falls on a plant it will 

“cause it to sprout, and it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater” (v. 10b). 

What is God giving us a picture of? God the Father is using the same picture that Jesus 

used in the Gospel reading for today. Jesus says that the seed is the word of God. And 

when God causes that seed to grow in us it produces more seed. As Jesus said, thirty, 

sixty, or a hundred time more. How does God’s word produce more “seed” in us? It 

does that in two ways. God’s word produces fruit, or seed, of good works in us. That 

seed then creates in us the desire to share the Word of God with others. We recognize 

that the Word of God is not only bread for our faith to feed on, it is also seed for us to 

share (or sew) with others. That seed of God’s word also affects us by producing other 

fruits, what are often called fruits of the Spirit. The Word of God affects us by creating 

in us fruits that are opposite of what our sinful nature produces. Our sinful nature 

produces hate, strife, and fighting, and self-indulgence. But as God’s word affects us it 

produces love, joy, peace, patience (something many of us often pray for), kindness, 

goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. Yes, the words that go out from 

God’s mouth are certainly not empty words because they always have an effect on our 

faith, on our hearts, on our minds, and on our lives. 
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So, let’s not take God’s words for granted. Just think of our service theme for today: 

Christian faith lives and grows by the Word. God’s words are never empty words. God 

gave his words to you for the divine purpose of saving your soul. Through that very 

same Word, God refreshes you and strengthen you, causing your faith bud and 

flourish. Yes, God’s word has had an effect on you, an eternal effect that bring with it 

eternal life. Amen. 


