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24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to 

be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how 

much more the members of his household! 26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing 

concealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell you 

in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the 

housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of 

them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30And even the hairs of 

your head are all numbered. 31So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
32“Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven. 
33But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

Is there someone in this world who you have always wanted to be like? Maybe a favorite 

actor, singer, or musician? Maybe there is a certain sports player you have always looked up 

to, someone you admire and perhaps even try to imitate. When I was in high school it 

seemed like everyone wanted to be like Michael Jordan. Back in the 1990’s and 2000’s many 

golfers wanted to be like Tiger Woods. Who is it that you look up? If you could be like 

anyone, who would you want to be like? 

Today Jesus is encouraging you to be like someone. Jesus wants you to … 

Theme: Be like your Teacher. 

          I. Do not be afraid. 

        II. Instead, boldly confess your Teacher. 

As our Great Teacher, Jesus wants us to be like him. He says, “A disciple is not above 

his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his 

teacher and the servant like his master” (vs. 24, 25). When Jesus says he wants us to be 

“like” him he doesn’t mean he wants us trying to walk on water, or instantly heal diseases, or 

raise people from the dead. Jesus wants us to be like him by speaking about the things he 

spoke about. He wants us to teach others what he has taught us. 

Jesus said, “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear 

whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops” (v. 27). Our Teachers wants us to take 

the words God has proclaimed to us and speak them to others. Jesus wants us to tell others 

about God’s plan of salvation: How God has saved the world from its sin by sending his Son. 

The Teacher wants us to be like him in sharing that good news. But our Lord recognizes 

that when we do share his good news, we are going to be treated just like he was. Jesus said, 

“If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his 

household” (v. 25b)! If the people of Jesus’ day said he was possessed by a demon, people 

today will certainly say thing at least as bad about us. Christ’s point is clear: Since he, our 
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teacher, was criticized and persecuted by his enemies, we his students will also be criticized 

and persecuted by the enemies of our Lord. 

It’s easy to listen to Jesus and say, “I get that. I understand that I’m going to face 

persecution in my life because I’m a Christian.” But how are you going to react when you 

face that persecution? As the all-knowing God, Jesus anticipates our reaction. He says, “Do 

not be afraid” (v. 26). 

Fear is caused by something a person perceives as a danger or a threat. It is something a 

person believes may cause pain or harm. And persecution causes pain: it can cause mental 

pain, or emotional pain, or sometimes even physical pain. 

We know speaking about Jesus can bring persecution. Just the thought of possibly facing 

persecution can cause us fear. But often that fear is a selfish fear. We don’t talk about Jesus, or 

act like a Christian, because we want people to like us. We want people to be friendly toward 

us and accept us, so we don’t say anything about our Teacher. We don’t talk about Jesus 

because we want our lives to be simple and easy. So we hide our faith because that faith 

could bring us persecution. Instead of being out there in the world where the people are who 

need to hear about Jesus, we often hide ourselves from those people. We don’t speak to them; 

we don’t interact with them, because if we do that interaction could bring persecution. But 

we don’t know that for sure, do we? 

We claim fear as the reason for our actions, but what do we really have to be afraid of? 

Jesus says, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the 

one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (v. 28). If you want someone to be 

afraid of, then be afraid of the one whom you are going to have to stand before in judgment. 

Jesus said, “whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in 

heaven” (v. 33). That statement should terrify us because Jesus is supposed to be our 

mediator. He is the one who speaks to God the Father on our behalf. To remain silent about 

Christ is to deny him before the people of this world. To deny Jesus is to reject his work of 

salvation. Anyone who rejects God’s salvation really does have something to fear.  

I’m not trying to downplay the fear we feel when we are faced with persecution. That 

fear is very real, and it can be difficult to deal with. But Jesus tells us how to get past that fear. 

He says, “It is enough for the student to be like his teacher” (v. 25). To get past the fears we 

face in this life we need to keep our eyes and thoughts on Jesus, our Teacher.  

How did Jesus deal with fear? He trusted. He trusted that God the Father would do 

everything in his power to bring about the absolute best in Jesus’ life, and through Jesus’ life. 

Every time Jesus could have been afraid in his life, we see him trust. As Jesus was sleeping in 

the back of a boat during a horrible storm what do we see? We see trust. As the people of 

Jesus’ hometown tried killing him by throwing him off a cliff, we see trust. As the Jews are 

about to stone Jesus in the temple because he claimed to be the son of God, we see trust. 

When Jesus was about to face the most painful agony of his life, as he was praying in the 
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garden of Gethsemane, we see Jesus trust: he completely trusted his Father’s will for him. 

And even as Christ hung on the cross bleeding for our sins of doubt and fear, dying our 

death and suffering our hell, we see Jesus trust. As Christ breathed his last, he entrusted his 

soul into the hands of his heavenly Father, the very One who willed him to go through all of 

that suffering for you. 

In everything Jesus did, you see his trust in God. You also see how valuable you are to 

God. Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall 

to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. And even the hairs of 

your head are all numbered. So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows” 

(vs. 29-31). Jesus points out that if God, in connection with his eternal will, watches over the 

tiniest of birds, then the Father is certainly going to watch over you. To God you are so much 

more valuable than birds. To God you are worth the priceless blood of his beloved Son. So be 

like your Teacher. Do not be afraid, simply trust. 

When you trust something you can be bold. When a rock climber trusts the new ropes 

they bought, they can boldly climb a rock cliff because they know that rope will hold them if 

they slip. When you trust that four-wheel-drive on your pickup truck you can be bold 

driving in bad weather because you know it can get you through that bad weather.  

You trust Jesus. God displays his love for you through Jesus. God gave up what was 

most valuable to him to show you just how valuable you are to him. If God loves you that 

much, then you know you can certainly trust him. That trust makes you bold! As you strive 

to be like your teacher, don’t be afraid. Instead, boldly confess your Teacher. 

Our Lord wants us to be bold. He says, “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 

daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops” (v. 27). 

Being like our teacher means sharing with others what he has shared to us. Jesus revealed 

himself to us as our Savior. We want to boldly proclaim Jesus as our Savior.  

Jesus said you do not need to be afraid. You don’t need to fear what anyone thinks of 

you, or says to you, or even does to you because God loves you, values you, and watches 

over you. God will work out everything in your life for your good. That makes us bold! 

So why is it so easy to make excuses to not confess Jesus. Excuses like, “I’m too shy to 

talk to others about Jesus,” or “I don’t know enough to speak about Jesus,” or “I’m just not 

that kind of person.” Be careful about making too many excuses. To purposefully avoid 

speaking about Jesus is the same as denying him before the people of this world. And Jesus 

said, “whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in 

heaven” (v. 33). Jesus died to pay for our sinful excuses. Don’t let that sin drive you away 

from your Teacher, your Savior. 

Instead, boldly confess your Teacher. When it comes to the good news about Jesus, our 

Lord tells us to, “proclaim [it] from the housetops!” Now, Jesus is not talking about going up 

on your roof to talk to others about him. What he is saying is that if you are going to speak 
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about him, you need to be out where people can see you. A person on a roof can be easily 

seen, but not easily heard. So Jesus is encouraging us to speak loud and clear so people can 

hear us. Jesus wants us to speak to others boldly and clearly about him. 

Think of all the ways Jesus shared the good news with people in his life. Sometimes he 

spoke to people face-to-face, like when he spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well. 

Sometimes he spoke to small groups of people, such as when he taught his disciples. 

Sometimes he spoke to large groups of people, like when he gave his Sermon on the Mount. 

Now think of all the opportunities you have to talk to people. Do you ever visit with 

people face-to-face over cup of coffee? Maybe you gather with small groups of people – 

friends or co-workers – when you eat lunch. Maybe you often find yourself speaking to large 

crowds of people. Maybe that opportunity to speak to someone happens when you are out 

shopping. Or maybe there are times when people come to us looking for help, or guidance, or 

just someone to talk to. With the boldness God’s Spirit gives us we can use any opportunity 

to confess our Great Teacher. We can use any opportunity to share with others the goodness 

and love that God has shared with us. And we can do this boldly because by faith we know 

we do not have anything to fear. 

They say imitation is the greatest form of flattery. If that is true, then one of the best ways 

to show honor and respect to Jesus is to be like our Teacher. Imitate your Teacher. Trust your 

Teacher. And in that trust know that you have nothing to fear, so you can boldly confess him 

to the people in your life. Be like your Teacher, as you boldly entrust your body and soul into 

the hands of the One who wants only what is best for you. Trust the One who is your 

Teacher, your Brother, your Savior, and the God who loves you more than anything else. 

Amen. 


