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11Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in order (restore, mend). Be encouraged. Agree with one 

another. Be at peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. 13All the saints greet you. 14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Theme: Undeserved. 

Events of these past few weeks have been very disturbing. The video of police 

officers killing a man. Protests which turned into riots, which turned into vandalism 

and looting. Random acts of violence against both police and citizens of larger cities. 

When you look at all the chaos and violence being carried out against people and 

property there is one word that may help bring some clarity to all of this. That word is 

“undeserved.”  

George Floyd did not deserve to die the way he did. The owners of buildings and 

shops didn’t deserve to have their property damaged, destroyed, or stolen. Those who 

were hurt or killed during the riots, many simply trying to protect property or people,  

didn’t deserve what happened to them. No human being deserves to be treated that 

way. 

I need to clarify that last statement. No human being deserved to be treated that 

way by another human being. But what is true between one human being and another 

is not true between humans and a holy God.  

God is the almighty creator of everything. We heard of God’s creative working and 

power in our reading from Genesis chapter one. And as the pinnacle of his creation, 

God brought people into this world to be in a close and loving relationship with him. 

Yet those whom God created did not treat their Creator as he deserved. They rebelled 

against God bringing sin and death into the world. People not only broke God’s 

commandments, many also rejected his promises. They turned their backs on God and 

chose to go their own way. According to God’s perfect justice he has every right to 

eternally crush all who reject him. God has every right to damn to eternal suffering all 

those who despise him. God has every right to give this rebellious world what it 

deserves.  

We were born into that crowd of humanity that rejects and despises God. The sinful 

nature we came into this world with hates God. It rages and fights against him. And 

you know what that means. It means we deserve from God the same crushing 

punishment that belongs to all who break his laws and reject him. We deserve hell. 

Knowing that is what makes these words of the Apostle Paul truly remarkable. 

Instead of being filled with the damning sentence of eternal punishment, they are 
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packed with blessings. They are filled with God’s goodness. Inspired by God’s Holy 

Spirit, the Apostle Paul says to believers, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (v. 14).  

Do these words sound familiar to you? I hope they do. These words are often used 

as an opening greeting to proclaim the name of the God whom we worship. More than 

that, we also use them to remind ourselves why we worship him. We don't walk into 

God's presence saying, “Alright God, give me what's rightly mine! Give me what I 

deserve!” If that were the case, if God truly gave us what we deserved, this building, 

and everyone in it, would have been burned to ashes a thousand times over. There is 

not one of us who can stand on our own “goodness” and say we deserve something 

good from God. We know all too well the sins we commit. We do not obey God’s 

commands. We question God's authority. We daily harbor anger and hatred toward 

human lives whom God created. We have not always kept our thoughts and emotions 

pure. If we asked for what we deserve, we would get nothing but hell and suffering for 

our sins.   

Yet, instead of hell, God offers us something undeserved: GRACE! And not just any 

grace, but “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.” The word “grace” speaks of 

undeserved kindness. How appropriate since God owes us absolutely nothing. Yet God 

provides us with something completely undeserved: He provides a Savior from sin. 

Instead of giving us what we deserve, God gave his own Son what he did not deserve. 

Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life. That means he did not deserve to suffer or die. But for 

our sake Christ allowed himself to be executed on a cross. On that cross he was covered 

with the sins of all, even our hate and greed and rebellion. On that cross Jesus suffered 

our hell so God’s perfect justice could be poured out on the sins of this world. What 

happened to Jesus was certainly undeserved, but Jesus did it so you and I can receive 

what we do not deserve: forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. That is God’s grace. A 

perfect acronym for grace is this: God's Riches At Christ's Expense. Because of God’s 

undeserved grace you now have eternal life.   

If this were the only blessing God offered us, it would be more than enough. Yet 

God gives us more that we do not deserve. We receive “the LOVE of God.” The love of 

God is something that is beyond our full understanding. It's more than the love of 

family and friends. It is more than the love of a husband and wife. It's a love that loves 

even the unlovable. What does that look like? 

Imagine two children are about to die in a horrible accident, and you have the 

chance to save one of them. One of those children is your own child whom you love. 

The other child is one who hates you and your family with a passion. This child has 

cursed at you, beaten up and bullied your children, damaged and destroyed your 
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property, and even threatened to kill you. So, which child would you save? God the 

Father did not save his own child. He chose to save the wicked and the evil. The Father 

allowed his own child to suffer hell and sent his Son to an unspeakable death. Why? 

Because he loves us rebellious and hateful sinners with an unbreakable love, with an 

undeserved love.  

And it is a love that will never end. Paul told us, “The God of love and peace will 

be with you” (v. 11b). God the Father will never leave you nor forsake you. He will be 

with you always to the very end of the age. He provides for you and cares for you from 

beginning to the end of life. There will never be a time when you are without his 

presence, never a time when his love will not be at work in your life. That is certainly a 

gift from God that is undeserved. 

We have been given the undeserved grace of Jesus and the undeserved love of the 

Father. Again, if these were the only heavenly blessings we ever received, it would 

certainly be enough. But there is still more. Paul says that God wants to give us “the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” 

Fellowship is one of those words we throw around in church, but it doesn't often 

come up in our daily lives. We might think of fellowship as the time we get to spend 

together. But there is so much more to it. Fellowship is a sharing of yourself with others, 

meeting in peace and joy as you are bound together by something you share in 

common. God says he wants to have that kind of relationship with us. But what do we 

have in common with God? How could we ever be one with Him? He is so far above 

and beyond us! And how many times have we tried to run away from him? 

Yet that is what makes this blessing from God so tremendous. God wants us to be 

with him and be close to him. God wants to have an ongoing relationship with us, even 

though we don't deserve it. So he sends his Spirit to make us one with him. It was the 

Holy Spirit who brought us to faith. It was the Spirit who opened our eyes and minds to 

understand God’s truth. It was the Holy Spirit who changed our hearts so we can now 

believe and trust in God. Faith is what receives the grace of our Lord, Jesus. Faith is 

what rejoices in the love of the Father. Faith is what makes us not guilty before God. So, 

faith allows us to have fellowship with him, to be connected and bound to God in an 

intimate and close relationship.   

Here, in his Word, God is found, sharing himself with you as he fills you with 

wisdom and life. In Baptism, God is found, sharing himself with you as he pours 

himself into your heart, washing you clean with Christ’s forgiveness and making you 

his own child. And in the Lord's Supper, God is found, sharing very body and blood 

with you as he comes to each of you personally in bread and wine to proclaim his 

unending forgiveness. In these ways the Holy Spirit brings you into fellowship with 
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God. What a truly undeserved blessing. 

And these blessings of God are not without effect on us. The Apostle Paul says to 

us, “Rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. Agree with one another. Be at peace” 

(v 11). God’s blessings certainly cause us to rejoice. As believers we regularly rejoice as 

we worship and praise God for all of his undeserved goodness to us. With the Triune 

God’s blessings we are encouraged, encouraged to “set things in order.” This phrase in 

the original language means to mend something, to make something right again. So, if 

we sin against someone God’s Spirit encourages us to make things right again. We want 

to mend that relationship by repenting of our sin and asking for forgiveness. By God’s 

grace, love, and fellowship we are encouraged as we work with our fellow believers, 

working to agree with one another on our service to God. Working to be at peace with 

one another. God’s undeserved blessings to us move our hearts and minds with the 

desire to love and serve God as we love and serve those around us. 

Do you find God’s blessings to you amazing? We should, because if there is one 

thing we are acutely aware of, it is that we do not deserve anything from God. The only 

thing we deserve is God’s wrath and punishment. Yet, instead of giving us what we 

deserve, God gives us what we do not deserve: grace, love, and fellowship with the 

Holy, Triune God. God’s blessings are truly undeserved. Be amazed at the greatness of 

God’s blessings to you. Be amazed at how our Triune God gives us these undeserved 

blessings over and over again.  Be amazed, because the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit ARE with you all. Amen. 

 


