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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the 

rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of them. 4They were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, since the Spirit was giving 

them the ability to speak fluently. 5Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under 

heaven living in Jerusalem. 6When this sound was heard, a crowd came together and was 

confused, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7They were completely 

baffled and said to each other, “Look, are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then 

how is it that each of us hears them speaking in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 

and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes; 11Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our own languages the wonderful 

works of God.” 12They were all amazed and perplexed. They kept saying to one another, “What 

does this mean?” 13But others mocked them and said, “They are full of new wine.” 14Then Peter 

stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men of Judea, 

and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words. 15These men 

are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day. 16On the contrary, this is 

what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17This is what God says will happen in the last days: I will 

pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your young men 

will see visions. Your old men will dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the sky 

above, and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke. 20The sun will be 

turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the 

Lord. 21And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 

If you are running a business, an important aspect of keeping your business going 

is making a profit. To make a profit in business means you have to have more income 

than expenses. That is how you make a profit in business. 

But what about making a profit in God’s church? Churches are normally non-profit. 

Any money that comes in they must spend all of it on the workings and expenses of the 

church. If that is the case, then how does God make a prophet? Well, we are actually 

talking about two different kinds of “profits.” A profit in business is about making 

money. A prophet in the church has to do with speaking God’s word. 

Today we are going to look at … 

Theme: How God makes a prophet. 

Our Bible text for today is focused on Pentecost. Pentecost was a feast that God 

commanded the people of Israel to celebrate every year. In the Old Testament it was 
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called the Festival of Weeks. At this fest people would come from all over Israel to 

Jerusalem to bring God the first portion of their wheat harvest.  

After Jesus ascended into heaven he uses that Festival of Pentecost to start his New 

Testament Church. It all starts with the Holy Spirit transforming the Apostles. “When 

the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like 

the rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting. They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of 

them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, since the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak fluently” (vs. 1-4). 

Using their new God-given ability, the Apostles go out and start telling the crowds 

in Jerusalem the good news about Jesus. As they do, the Apostle Peter tells the crowd 

that God has been planning on giving a special gift to all who believe and trust in him. 

Quoting the prophet Joel, Peter says, “This is what God says will happen in the last 

days: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will 

prophesy. […] Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit 

in those days, and they will prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18).   

When Peter is speaking about what “will happen in the last days,” he is speaking 

about the time between Jesus’ ascension and Judgment Day. We call that time period 

the New Testament period. It is the time that we are living in. Notice what God says 

will happen during that time. God says he is going to pour out his Spirit on people, and 

that “both men and women” will prophesy.  This gift of prophecy is not something for 

just a select few. God is saying in his New Testament Church anyone can become a 

prophet. So how does that work? 

To understand how God makes a prophet we first need a Scriptural definition of a 

prophet. We will get that definition using the following Bible passages. 

“Receive into your heart all my words that I will speak to you, and hear them with 

your ears.  Go now […] speak to them and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God 

says,’ whether they listen or they do not” (Ezekiel 3:10-11). 

A prophet will __hear__ and __trust (take to heart)__ all God says. The prophet is then 

to __speak / proclaim__ God’s words to people whether people __listen or not__. 

I have heard what the prophets who prophesy lies in my name have said. They say, “I 

have had a dream! I have had a dream!” Let the prophet who has a dream tell his 

dream. But let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully (Jeremiah 23:25, 

28). 

Prophets do not speak __their own ideas / dreams__, but instead they are to proclaim 

God’s words __faithfully__. 
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“In fact, no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were being carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

Those who speak God’s words are guided and directed by the __Holy Spirit__. 

To become a prophet in God’s Old Testament Church a person needed to be 

anointed into the position. God told Elijah the prophet, “You will also anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah as 

prophet in your place” (1 Kings 19:16). In the Old Testament Church a person became a 

prophet by God’s command. 

 

Definition of a prophet: Someone who is __anointed__ by God and guided by the 

__Holy Spirit__ to __faithfully__  __proclaim__ God’s word. 

 

Notice what a prophet it not. A prophet is not someone who predicts the future. 

Prophets only speak God’s words. If God’s words happen to speak about future events, 

then that is what the prophet is to speak. But the prophet is not making a prediction. 

The prophet is simply repeating what God said. 

In God’s Old Testament Church, people who were placed into the special position 

of prophet by being anointed. That was normally done by having oil poured onto their 

heads. But that changed when God began his New Testament Church.  

Our text says, “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. Suddenly a sound like the rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw divided tongues that were 

like fire resting on each one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit […]” 

(vs. 1-4). Jesus didn’t use oil to anoint his special twelve disciples to be apostles. Jesus 

poured out his Holy Spirit on those men to anoint them. 

Having been filled with the Holy Spirit, those men went out to a large crowd that 

had gathered in Jerusalem for the festival of Pentecost. They stood in front of that 

crowd and proclaimed a message. What did they say? The people in the crowd tell us, 

“we hear them declaring in our own languages the wonderful works of God” (v. 11). 

Anointed by God with his Holy Spirit these men went out and spoke the word of God. 

New Testament prophets: Anointed with the __Holy Spirit__ to speak God’s Word. 

People are anointed by Holy Spirit in one of two ways. The first way is by hearing 

the gospel. This was the case when the Apostle Peter was speaking the gospel to 

Cornelius and his family. We are told in the book of Acts, “While Peter was still 

speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who were listening to the 

message” (Acts 10:44). The other way people are anointed by the Holy Spirit is in 
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baptism. Just a few verses after our text Peter says to crowd: “Repent and be baptized, 

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”(Acts 2:38). 

How does Holy Spirit come to people in baptism? Through God’s Word. The Spirit 

of God does his work through the word of God. This is especially true of the gospel. 

Jesus once said to his disciples, “The Spirit is the one who gives life. The flesh does 

not help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 

6:63). 

Jesus says the Spirit gives life. Christ is talking about spiritual life, what we call 

faith. Jesus goes on to say that the words he spoke are “spirit,” that is, spiritual words 

that give spiritual life.  

Spiritual life (faith) comes from the one who gives spiritual life: __The Holy Spirit__. 

When a person hears the gospel, the Holy Spirit works through that good news of 

salvation, creating faith in a person’s heart. That faith trusts that Jesus lived his perfect 

life as a substitute for our imperfect lives. Faith trusts that Jesus’ sacrificial death paid 

for the sins of all people. That faith trusts God when he says that who ever believes in 

Jesus will not face eternal death in hell but will have eternal life in heaven. Faith covers 

a person with Jesus’ perfection. That means that by faith you are covered with the 

perfection God requires for a person to enter heaven. By faith you have what is 

necessary for eternal life. 

To provide for this new life of faith God gives us something to sustain our faith. He 

gives us his Word, his Law and his Gospel. The word of God is necessary to keep your 

faith alive and healthy. The Law of God keeps us humble by reminding us of our sin. It 

reminds us of our need for a Savior from our sins. In reminding us of our sin, the Law 

reminds us to “feed” on gospel. Ever day we need to hear that our sins are forgiven. We 

daily need to read and hear the gospel to keep our faith alive and strong. 

As our faith grows and matures it produces fruit for God. Those fruits are the good 

deeds that God has prepared in advance for his believers to do (Ephesians 2:10). One of 

those “fruits” our faith produces is confessing our faith. The Apostle Paul wrote to the 

Christians in Rome, “’The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, 

the word of faith that we are proclaiming. Certainly, if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved” (Romans 10:8-9). 

The words of the gospel not only bring us forgiveness, they enliven and energize 

us. The gospel reminds us of all of God’s goodness to us, and that motivates us to speak 

about God’s goodness. It moves us to confess with our mouth that Jesus Christ is our 

Lord and Savior. When we speak about Jesus, we are speaking God’s Word. 
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So, if you have been anointed by God with his Holy Spirit, and the Spirit is moving 

you to faithfully proclaim God’s word, what does that mean? It means you are a 

prophet! That is how God makes a prophet! 

As people who were anointed by God’s Spirit at our baptism, the Holy Spirit is now 

motivating our hearts and minds to share that saving Word of God with others. And we 

will want to share all of that word. We share God’s law to warn people of dangers of 

sin. We share the gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaiming to others God’s forgiveness and 

peace that are found by faith in Jesus. When we proclaim those saving words, we are 

prophets, because we are speaking God’s words and not our own. 

Any believer can proclaim God’s words, so any believer can be a prophet. The only 

special training you need is to know God’s word. Best way to know God’s word: read 

it, hear it, study it! The more you are in God’s word the more it fills your mind and your 

heart. The more it becomes a part of you. The more you are in the Bible the better you 

will understand the history of God’s plan of salvation, and how Jesus is the fulfillment 

of all of God’s saving promises. As you read the Scriptures the Holy Spirit going to help 

you to understand that word and remember the word. When the time is right, the Holy 

Spirit will bring those words of God into your mind to help you confess your faith in 

Jesus as Savior. When you do, you will be acting as one of God’s prophets. 

On this Pentecost Sunday we remember God pouring out his Spirit on those twelve 

apostles so they could faithfully proclaim God’s Word. May God daily pour out his 

Spirit on you through his holy Word. May the Holy Spirit daily strengthen and 

encourage you in your faith so that you may faithfully proclaim God’s word. May that 

word you proclaim be your strength and comfort as you wait for your Lord and Savior 

to bring you to his eternal home. Amen. 


