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44He said to them, “These are my words, which I spoke to you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 

Psalms.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them, “This is 

what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49Look, I am sending you what my Father 

promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50He led them out 

as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51And while he was 

blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52So they worshipped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53They were continually in the temple courts, praising and 

blessing God. Amen. 

 

Would you consider it a blessing if Jesus came to visit you? Think about it: you get 

to meet your Savior, the one who lived and died for you. The one who rules over 

everything in this world for your eternal good! Wouldn’t it be awesome just to sit and 

talk with him and ask him all those questions you’ve always wanted to ask? It might be, 

until we remember that Jesus is true God. That means he know every sin we have ever 

committed. He knows ever evil thought that has gone through your mind. He knows 

every bit of lust and greed that is lurking around in your heart. Knowing that might 

make us wonder: Would it really be a blessing for Jesus to come and visit? 

What about the opposite? Would you consider it a blessing if Jesus left? That is 

what the disciples were facing. There was Jesus ascending back into heaven, his hands 

outstretched to bless his followers. Yet it probably did not feel like much of a blessing. 

The Son of God who had graced this world with his powerful presence was now 

returning to where he came from. Was he going to take his blessings with him? No. If 

fact we see from God’s words before us that ... 

Theme:   Jesus ascends to bless us! 

 1. He blesses with the understanding of spiritual truths. 

 2. He blesses with spiritual joy. 

The words from the first part of our text Jesus spoke shortly after his resurrection. 

Jesus knew he only had 40 days to get his disciples ready for the day he would be 

leaving. So he speaks these words to prepare his disciples for that day. 

Jesus starts preparing his disciples for his departure by giving them a special 

blessing. We are told, “Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (v. 

45). Jesus knew his disciples struggled with too many worldly thoughts in connection 

with the Scriptures. One of those thoughts was that the Savior would be a worldly king. 

So Jesus opens their minds so they can understand the very heart and core of what the 

Bible is all about. Then, he said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: 
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The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations” (vs. 46, 47). When 

Jesus says, “This is what is written,” he is speaking about what we call the Old 

Testament, the Hebrew Bible. He is helping them understand that the entire Bible 

points to a Savior who will suffer, die, and rise again to grant the forgiveness of sins. 

That forgiveness will be proclaimed to all nations. That is what the Old Testament is all 

about. 

That sounds an awful lot like the gospel, doesn’t it? That because it is the gospel. 

That good news of God sending a Savior from sin runs throughout the entire Bible. 

Jesus had even told his disciples, “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 

me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (v. 44). These three divisions – 

the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms – are the divisions the Jews used  to divide their 

Bible. The disciples had that Bible and would have learned the good news about the 

Savior growing up. But they were so focused on the worldly that they missed the 

spiritual truths that God’s Word holds. 

Even though Jesus opens their minds to understand the Scriptures they still 

struggled with the Bible’s truths. They were still too focused on the ‘here and now.’ 

They were still focusing on worldly things on the day Jesus ascended into heaven. On 

that day some were still asking, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6)? They missed the spiritual truths Jesus had been teaching 

them. That is why Jesus pointed them back to that word. Through the Scriptures Jesus 

would send his Holy Spirit to open the disciple’s minds to fully understand his spiritual 

truths. Without the word of God to enlighten them the disciple’s heads were still stuck 

in this world. 

Aren’t we often the same way? Sometimes we get so focused on the ‘here and now’ 

that we miss the blessings of God’s Word. We are reminded to be in God’s Word every 

day. Yet we may think, “Read the Bible? I don’t have time for that right now. I have to 

protect myself from the corona virus. I have to get ready for work. I have to do yard 

work or house cleaning. I need to get on Facebook to keep up with my friends. And 

there are movies I want to watch, T.V. programs to catch up on, and my hobbies ...”, 

and the list goes on and on. How easy it is for the world to fill our eyes and our minds 

to the point where our hearts are not focusing on what God says. And when our minds 

and hearts are focus on the world, how easy it is to miss the blessing God sets right in 

front of us! When we give the things of this world a higher priority than God’s Word, 

we are really breaking the First Commandment; we are putting something ahead of 

God in our lives. But what’s even worse is that when we do that, we end up missing out 

on the blessings God wants to give us through his word. We end up setting aside the 

very thing that assures us of our salvation, keeps us close to our Savior, and brings us 

God’s peace in this crazy and unsettled world. 

And God’s Word truly brings those blessings. Think about it: What if Jesus had not 
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come and fulfilled the words of the Old Testament? Then all of the promises God made 

would just be empty words; they would be meaningless. That means we would have no 

forgiveness. We would have no peace with the Almighty God. We would have no 

eternal life to look forward to. We would not have any of those blessings. 

But what God promised, Jesus has fulfilled. And what did God promise? He 

promised that “I, yes I, am he. I blot out your rebellious deeds for my own sake, and I 

will not remember your sins” (Isaiah 43:25). How can that be? Sin dams people, and 

our sins certainly deserve the punishment of hell. How can a Holy and Just God simply 

forget our sins and wipe them away? Because God made a promise. He promised a 

substitute to take the punishment of our sins. God said through his prophet, “But it was 

because of our rebellion that he was pierced. He was crushed for the guilt our sins 

deserved. The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 

we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Jesus made good on God’s promises. He said, “This is what is written: The Christ 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name [...]” (vs. 46-47). Jesus life, death and resurrection 

fulfilled God’s Old Testament promises of forgiveness and salvation.  

So as Christ ascends into heaven he completes the fulfillment of all those salvation 

promises. As he lifts his hands in blessing he shows that everything necessary for our 

salvation was done. His death paid for our sin of giving worldly things a greater 

priority than God’s Word. His resurrection assures us ALL of our sins have been 

removed. Now, Jesus ascends into heaven to show us that we too will also one day 

ascend into heaven. And Jesus has gone there to open the door for us. Jesus’ ascension 

is a blessing to all who believe in him. It shows you that the work of salvation is 

finished. It assures you that the promise of God’s forgiveness is real, and it is for you.  

As the disciples stood there watching Jesus ascending into heaven you would think 

they might have had some feelings of doubt or perhaps a little bit of sadness. Jesus was 

leaving! They would no longer be able to see him or touch him or hear his voice. You 

would think that would leave them feeling a bit unsettled. But if that was the case, they 

certainly did not show it. Luke tells us, “Then they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy” (v. 52). As Jesus ascends he blesses with spiritual joy. 

That is what happens when Jesus opens up your minds to his spiritual truths. You 

experience the joy of knowing Christ is in heaven ruling over this entire world for your 

good. That brings joy because Jesus is a ruler who has experienced life in this world. He 

faced temptations just like we do, the temptations of power and greed and peer 

pressure. He dealt with suffering while he was here. And not just the pain and suffering 

of the cross, but everyday kinds of aches and pains. Jesus walk almost everywhere he 

went, so his feet must have often hurt. He knew what it was like to be cold and tired 

and hungry. He knows what it’s like to be betrayed by a friend. Christ knows what it’s 

like to lose a loved one to death. Jesus can relate to what we go through, so he knows 
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how to help us in our times of need. He comes to us in his word and he comforts us 

with his presence.  

As our ruler Jesus is also directing everything in this world to keep us close to him. 

Christ blesses us by working to keep his Word in our lives. He uses Pastor, teachers, 

Christian family and friends, and even technology to share his Word with us, so that the 

power of that Word can keep us focused on its spiritual truths. Only in the truth of 

God’s word do we find the spiritual joy to help us endure our earthly struggles. 

The joy of Jesus’ blessings are something too good to keep to ourselves. At his 

ascension Christ blessed all believers with the joy of sharing the good news about him 

with others. And Jesus gives us all kinds of opportunities to do that. We can share Jesus 

with our fellow believers as we praise his name in worship. We can share our Savior 

with those around us who are burdened by the sin of this world. We can share with 

them Jesus’ forgiveness, and the joy of the peace we have with God in Christ. Maybe 

right now we cannot do that face to face, but we can share that good news by phone, or 

text, or email, or social media. God has given us many different avenues we can use to 

share the good news of Jesus with the people we know. We can even share the gospel 

with people all around this world who we do not know. Jesus said, “[...] repentance 

and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations [...]”. While each 

one of us not able to go to every nation, we can reach other nations though our church 

body, the WELS. When individual churches pool their resources it allows people to be 

trained and sent to places we are not able to go. Places like Mexico, or Africa, or China. 

The more we share of what God has given to us, the more we can share in the joy of our 

risen and ascended Savior. 

Yes, Jesus has left this world. But his leaving this world was not a loss, but a gain. 

Christ has blessed us with the understanding of his spiritual truths. We have been 

blessed with the spiritual joy of a Savior who not only rescued us from our sins but is 

now doing everything in his power to make sure we end up in heaven with him. Yes, 

Jesus ascended into heaven, and thanks be to God that he did because he did it to bless 

you. Amen. 


