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“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 

house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a 

place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to 

be with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know where I am going, and you 

know the way.” 5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how 

can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No 

one comes to the Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you would also know my 

Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8“Lord,” said Philip, “show 

us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, 

“and you still do not know me, Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How 

can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the 

Father who remains in me is doing his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the 

Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works themselves. 12“Amen, Amen, I tell 

you: The one who believes in me will do the works that I am doing. And he will do even 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 

 

 

There is nothing more frustrating than when you are trying to get somewhere, and 

you realize you are on the wrong road. Sometimes being on the wrong road can be a 

nuisance. Like when your trying to find a friend’s house and you call them for directions 

only to find out they live on 1st Street, not 1st Avenue. Sometime being on the wrong road 

can be dangerous. Like a road in the wilderness that goes from being a paved road, to a 

dirt road, to a mud path. A road like that can leave you lost and stranded. Sometimes 

roads can be deadly. Like when you need medical help and the road you thought would 

take you to the hospital turns out to be a dead end. 

When it comes to getting to heaven, the last thing you want is to be on the wrong road. 

Today Jesus is telling us how to get onto that important “road” to heaven. But it is not just 

a road. It is a special path that leads to Jesus’ heavenly Father. And what makes this way 

to God so critically important is the fact that there is only one.  

Theme: Jesus is the only way. 

           I. He is the only way to the Father.  

          II. He is the only way to serve the Father. 

We need Jesus to lead us to our heavenly Father because the original way to the Father 

became a “dead end” back in the Garden of Eden. Adam chose to listen to Satan’s lies and 

go his own way instead of following God’s way. When he did, Adam turned this entire 

human race onto a road that only leads to eternal death. But our loving Father did not 

want to see his greatest creation eternally lost. So God sent his Son to lead sinful human 

beings back onto the path that leads to eternal life. 
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Yet, it is easy to miss that path. That is because our sinful minds and hearts focus on 

ourselves. This is also why the people of this world don’t see Jesus as that path. When it 

comes to “getting to God”, the world follows all kinds of other paths. Some follow the 

path of good works. These people believe that if you do enough good in the world then 

“god” (whoever, or whatever, that god might be) will allow you to live in an eternal 

paradise. Some people claim there is no God at all, and they follow whatever path they 

want. And many people follow a path to try and make themselves God. These people 

follow the paths of learning, science, sports, technology, or the arts to try and be the 

smartest, greatest, or richest person on the planet. They want people to respect them, 

follow them, and remember them forever. While all of these paths may sound good to our 

human reason not one of those paths will lead a person to God the Father.  

This worldly thinking even clouded the minds of the disciples. Too often they thought 

of Jesus only in terms of his “humanness.” They looked at Jesus as a human prophet or a 

human king. So as Jesus speaks of his heavenly Father the disciples miss the path that 

Jesus is pointing them to.   

Jesus was pointing his disciples to the only path that would lead them to his Father; 

the only path that leads to eternal life. Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many 

mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 

You know where I am going, and you know the way” (v. 2, 4). The disciples should have 

understood that Jesus was talking about heaven, but Thomas responds, “Lord, we don’t 

know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” (v. 5). They missed that 

“heavenly” path because their minds were focused on the world. So Jesus makes that path 

crystal clear, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 

except through me” (v. 6). 

For as plain and simple as these words are, they are some of the hardest words in the 

Bible for human minds to accept. Look closely at verse six. Jesus starts with “I am.” He is 

saying that what follows is the very essence of his being. The words “I am” are like an 

equal sign before each descriptive word, saying Jesus equals “this”: Jesus=the way, Jesus= 

the truth, Jesus= the life. If you “have” Jesus, that is if you have faith in him, it is the same 

as having each one of those things.   

Jesus follows that sentence with a statement that clarifies his connection to the Father: 

“No one comes to the Father except through me” (v. 6b). Is there anything here that is 

confusing or hard to understand? No. Yet even today many Christians reject these words 

of Christ. They reject them because Jesus is saying there is only one way to the Father, and 

he is it. When Jesus says “No one” he means no one! If you are not by faith following 

Jesus, then you are not on a path that leads to his Father. If a person is not following the 

only Way to God, then that person is on a path headed straight to hell.  

Before we go pointing our fingers at all those “other” people out there who don’t 

believe in Jesus, let us not forget how easy it is for us to miss that Way to the Father. How 
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many times have we trusted in ourselves instead of trusting Jesus to make us right with 

God the Father? How many times have we looked to our own good works thinking, “God 

must certainly be pleased with me for all the good things I do, especially everything I do 

for the church”? How often do we trust our own intelligence? Do we ever find ourselves 

questioning Jesus words, thinking “Jesus could not have really meant he is the only way? 

What about all those good people in the world who worship other gods yet still do good 

things. What about good “Christians” who follow different paths to God? If people are 

good, God will certainly let them into heaven, won’t he?” Typically we have these 

thoughts because someone we care about is acting in these ways. So we apply our own 

thoughts and ideas to God’s word to make his words fit our way of thinking. The problem 

is our thoughts, our works, our ideas, our ways will not get us onto the only Way that 

leads to the Father. 

Jesus said, “Believe in God; believe also in me” (v. 1). Do you believe in Jesus, or do 

you believe more in yourself? If we don’t believe in Christ, then we are not on the path to 

the Father. And there is no other way that leads to the Father. 

Yet, we cannot trust Christ without Christ, because only he is “the way and the truth 

and the life.” Jesus is only way. Only by his blood-stained cross did Jesus bridge the 

chasm that our sins created between us and the Father. Our sins of self righteousness and 

lack of trust in God are only paid for by Christ. Jesus is the only truth. Only he is the 

complete and perfect fulfillment of all of God’s promises. Jesus is the only life. It is only his 

word of truth that gives us a new life of faith. By his death and resurrection Jesus opened 

up the way to his Father’s home, and he has gone there to prepare a place for you. With 

his words Jesus leads you through this life on the only Way that leads to his Father’s 

heavenly mansion. There Jesus reunites you with your heavenly Father. Only through 

faith in Jesus do you have forgiveness, peace, and an absolutely certain way to. Believe 

Jesus. Trust Jesus. 

Why? Because Christ more than just the Way to God the Father. Jesus is the Truth; the 

Word of God who connects us with the power of the Almighty God. Jesus is the only way 

to serve the Father. 

Jesus says to his disciples, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will 

do the works that I am doing” (v. 12). When Jesus says people “will do the works” he did, 

he is not talking about doing physical miracles such as healing the sick or raising the dead. 

Those miracles were only necessary to give authority to those who proclaimed God’s 

word: whether it was the prophets, or apostles, or even Christ himself. The miracle 

showed others that the words the person was speaking were really God’s words. But now 

that we have the written word of the Bible, we don’t need outward signs or physical 

miracles to confirm that word anymore. 

What Jesus is saying is that we will do the things he did as a part of his ministry here 

in this world. What did Jesus do? He helped people, cared for people, and fed people. He 
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prayed and worshiped. But most importantly, Jesus proclaimed the good news of 

salvation he was bringing into the world. He told people he was the Savior who would 

take away their sins. 

That good news of Jesus’ salvation not only creates faith in us, it also creates in us the 

desire to thank God for his goodness to us. We thank God by serving him. The power to 

serve God doesn’t come from within us. That power comes from being on the right path. 

Jesus said, “11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me” (v. 11). Being 

true God Jesus is eternally connected to the Father. So, those connected by faith to Jesus 

are also connected to the All-powerful God who can do anything. By faith, God the Father 

grants us the power to do what his Son has done. 

That means we have the power to pray. So let us pray for the physical and spiritual 

needs of others. With the power of God working in us we have the power to help people, 

care for people, feed people, and most importantly, to tell people about their Savior. We 

have the power to proclaim the good news of the forgiveness Jesus won for the whole 

world. This is how Jesus served his Father, and this is how we can serve the Father. When 

we share that precious truth of the gospel with others, God grants us the privilege of 

taking part in a miracle. Through the word of God that we proclaim the Holy Spirit works 

to create faith, and faith is always a miracle. And that miraculous faith the Holy Spirit 

creates in a person leads them on the only way that leads to the Father. 

Now, unlike Jesus, we are not always going to do these things perfectly. Yet that is one 

of the beautiful things about being a Christian. When we stumble and fall into sin, when 

we don’t do those good things God has empowered us to do, we can repent. We know we 

can turn and ask our merciful Father for forgiveness. And he does forgive us for Jesus’ 

sake. Then the Father fills us with his power, so we can live thankful lives of service to his 

glory. We can joyfully serve God when we are on that only Way that leads to the Father. 

But let’s not forget how we ended up on that path to the Father in the first place. Jesus 

is the only Way. Jesus is the only Savior who completely save you from your sins. He is 

the only Way, the only Truth, the only Life. Jesus is your only way to eternal glory. Amen. 


