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“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but climbs in by 

some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will never follow a stranger, but will run away 

from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this illustration in speaking 

to the people, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 7So Jesus said again, “Amen, 

Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. 8All who came before me were thieves and robbers, but 

the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will 

come in and go out, and find pasture. 10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

What “voices” are you following these days in connection with COVID19? Are you 

following the voices of politicians and government officials who keep arguing back and 

forth as to when and how to start lifting societal restrictions? Are you listening to the 

Center for Disease Control and medical professionals who, sadly, also at times contradict 

themselves as to how to properly protect ourselves against this virus? Who should we 

follow if we want to keep ourselves safe? Which voices are the right voices and which ones 

are dangerous? 

As Jesus spoke to a crowd of people, he was addressing that very same problem. 

There were many different “voices” telling the people who the Messiah would be and 

what he would do for the people. But many of those voices were leading the people away 

from the true Messiah. So Jesus warns those people, and us, about listening to and 

following those dangerous voices. Our loving Lord tells us instead to …  

Theme:  Follow the Voice that saves. 

          I. The voice of false shepherds destroys. 

         II. The voice of the true Shepherd gives abundant life. 

Right before speaking these words of our text Jesus had opened the eyes of a man born 

blind. When that man who had been given his sight saw Jesus, he worshiped him as 

Savior. Yet there were some there who, even after seeing this incredible miracle, still 

refused to believe Jesus was the Savior. So Jesus warns those people to be careful of who 

they are listening to and following! Jesus says, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who 

does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 

and a robber” (v. 1).Thieves steal by stealth and deception. They come at people in a way 

that people don’t expect.  

Yet these are no ordinary thieves Jesus is speaking about. They are false shepherds: 

religious leaders who were not speaking the whole truth of God’s word. On the other 

hand, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who only speaks the truth. Jesus points out the 

difference between himself and these thieves. He says, “The one who enters by the door 
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is the shepherd of the sheep. The […] sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. […] The sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

They will never follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do not 

know the voice of strangers” (vs. 2-5). The people Jesus is talking about are deceiving and 

stealing by using their voices, using their words. But they are doing more than just 

stealing. Jesus goes on to say these thieves come “to steal and kill and destroy” (v. 10a). 

Christ is talking about spiritual thieves. These false shepherds are using their voices to try 

and kill our souls. 

With his words Jesus is reminding us that, as his sheep, we have been given the ability 

to tell the difference. Jesus says his sheep won’t follow those “strange” voices because they 

recognize those voices are not the voice of our Good Shepherd. Sometimes it’s easy for us 

to recognize those false voices. Like when those voices say, “To be saved you have to 

believe in Jesus as your Savior and keep all God’s Old Testament laws and rules.” We 

know very well this is not true. We know this is not what the Bible says. 

But sometimes those false shepherds are not so easy to recognize. Listen to these 

words from a devotion someone wrote and see if you can tell if it was written by a true 

shepherd, or a false shepherd:  

Maybe you’re stuck [because of] something completely beyond your control, like an 

illness or the death of a loved one. Perhaps […] you’re thinking, It’s over. It’s too late for 

me. But it’s never too late to have a fresh start when you have life in Christ. If you 

refuse to give up hope, and allow the Holy Spirit to lead you out of your “stuck” place, 

not only will God restore what you lost, but He will make your life even better than it 

was before! God is a God of healing and restoration. Joel 2:25-26 says He wants to 

restore all we’ve lost and fulfill our lives with His love and provision.1 

That certainly sounds correct, doesn’t it? This person speaks about having life in 

Christ. They speak of God and the Holy Spirit leading us, and they even quote scripture! 

But beware! There is poison in those words. Does God really promise that he will restore 

all we have lost? Does God really say that when our life gets bad that if we trust in him, 

then when things get better our lives will be better than they were before the bad stuff? 

That not what Jesus says. He says we will face persecution and hardship because of our 

faith. 

The person who wrote these words is a televangelist named Joyce Meyer. Like so 

many false shepherds out there in the world she says many things that sound good and 

true and right. But in the end, they are nothing more than lies wrapped in some very nice 

sounding words. And she is not the only one. False teachers like Joel Osteen, Pat Roberson, 

Benny Hinn, and Charles Stanley all give subtle twists to God’s word, speaking things that 

sound appealing to our ears while ultimately leading people away form Christ.  

Those voices can sound so very appealing, and sometimes we listen to them; 
 

1 Take from: https://joycemeyer.org/everydayanswers/ea-teachings/its-never-too-late on 4/29/2020. 

https://joycemeyer.org/everydayanswers/ea-teachings/its-never-too-late
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sometimes we agree with, and follow, what these false shepherds say. We think, “That 

makes so much sense. If I just do what they say then my life can be better, my faith can be 

“fuller,” and I will finally be able to have the life I want. Yet all of the things these people 

promise will ultimately fail at making us right with God because they lead us to put our 

trust either in those false shepherds, or in ourselves, instead of trusting Jesus. Those voices 

get us to follow and trust things that cannot save, instead of following the Voice that does 

save. 

Jesus is that Voice, and that saving voice of the true Shepherd is only heard in the 

words of Scripture. It is in the Bible is where God promised to send a Shepherd who 

would lead us to that “abundant” life. We need that Shepherd because our sins have led us 

away from our loving Father. So God sent his Son to shepherd us back to himself. From 

the pages of Scripture we hear how our Good Shepherd laid down his life for sheep who 

love to wander. The Shepherd sacrificed himself to pay for those times our itching ears 

chose to listen to those false shepherds. “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous 

for the unrighteous” (1 Peter 3:18). But our Good Shepherd did not remain in the grave. 

Jesus rose from the dead to prove he had paid for sin, conquered death, and opened the 

gates to eternal life. Our Good Shepherd is now calling to us: “Come to me, all you who 

are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). His voice assures us, 

and comforts us, as he says, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 

whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25,26) . Only the voice of the 

Good Shepherd speaks words that give true life. Follow the Voice that saves. 

Yet as you do, recognize that the voice of our loving Shepherd does more than just 

save. The true Shepherd’s voice gives abundant life! Jesus said, “I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly” (v. 10b).  

But is it really possible for believers in Christ to have an abundant life here in this 

world? It usually doesn’t seem that way, does it? Especially when we compare our lives to 

the lives of those around us. Trusting in Jesus as our Savior brings us persecution from an 

unbelieving world. We can face stress in our relationships because so many people around 

us don’t follow the same shepherd we do. And how can we have an abundant life when 

we are constantly struggle against our sinful nature. That selfish part of us wants to follow 

any and every voice except the one that saves. 

For all those things that seem to make our life less abundant than the rest of the world, 

our lives as believers are so much more abundant than we often realize. Our lives are 

fuller because our lives are connected to, and protected by, our Good Shepherd. So what 

does this abundant life look like? It looks like what we hear about in Psalm 23.  

The Lord is our Shepherd. He will not leave us lacking the things we need. Your Good 

Shepherd will fulfill your needs. King David certainly knew God as his Good Shepherd, 

When David was old and near the end of his life he wrote, “I have never seen the 

righteous forsaken or their children begging bread” (Psalm 37:25). Our Good Shepherd 
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will always provide for the needs of his believing children. And the voice of our Shepherd 

leads us to the green pastures and quiet waters of his living word. In that word he restores 

our souls, moving our hearts to repentance with his law, and filling us with the gracious 

forgiveness found in his gospel. We can have a life full of peace knowing that we are 

forgiven in Christ; we are at peace with the Almighty God. And even though we walk 

through this “valley of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) we don’t have to be afraid of 

anything. We don’t have to fear the evil of this world because our Shepherd walks with us 

every step of the way. We don’t have to be afraid of pain or suffering because our Good 

Shepherd is going to use those things for our eternal good. We don’t even have to fear 

death because when you are following Jesus death is simply a door leading into eternal 

life. Until that day comes, we can be sure that “goodness and love will follow [us] all the 

days of [our lives]” (Psalm 23:6) because our risen Shepherd uses his power to watch over 

and care for us. He fills us with the abundance of his forgiveness, peace, and hope. 

Our Good Shepherd doesn’t just open the gates to the sheep pen and say, “Okay, go 

live your life.” Jesus tells us, “The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 

sheep. […] He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought 

out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know 

his voice” (vs. 2-4). Our Good Shepherd leads his sheep, so they can go out and live as his 

sheep. Jesus is not some shepherd watching and guiding from a distance. Our Good 

Shepherd goes ahead of us, calling us by name, guiding us with his words. And he uses 

those words fill us with faith, hope, love, and life! In this new life we can live our lives to 

thank him. We can live our lives to glorify him. “So whether you eat or drink or whatever 

you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Whether you are raising a 

skyscraper, or raising a child, you can do all those things to glorify your great God and 

Savior. We are able to do all these thing as we follow the voice of the true Shepherd who 

gives us an abundant life. 

There are voices all around us every day urging us to follow them to a better life. Be 

careful about following those voices. Those voices can be dangerous, and they often only 

lead to death. Instead, follow the Voice that saves. Follow the voice of your Good 

Shepherd. He is the Shepherd who provides for your needs and cares for your soul. He is 

the Shepherd who laid down his life for us sheep, to save us from sin, death, and hell. He 

is our Great Shepherd who rose from the dead and now continues to call us by name, 

leading us to that perfect pasture where we will live with him forever. Amen. 


