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13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? Then it 

is no good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by people. 14You are the light of the 

world. A city located on a hill cannot be hidden. 15People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket. 

No, they put it on a stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16In the same way let your 

light shine in people’s presence, so that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is 

in heaven. 17“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy 

them but to fulfill them. 18Amen I tell you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not even the smallest 

letter, or even part of a letter, will in any way pass away from the Law until everything is fulfilled. 
19So whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches them will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20Indeed I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

Pharisees and experts in the law, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

One of my professors once said, “The easiest thing in the world is to be a Christian. 

That is because being a Christian is 100% God’s doing.” God brought you to faith through 

the gospel. God redeemed you, forgave you, made you spiritually alive, and has given you 

eternal life all through the saving work of Jesus Christ. Then my professor followed up his 

first statement by saying, “But the hardest thing in the world is living as a Christian.” Why 

is living as a Christian so hard? While our new lives of faith are guided by the Holy Spirit, 

what we think, what we say, and how we act are still influenced by our sinful nature. Our 

old, sinful self is always trying to destroy our faith and separate us from God so it can sin.  

We may wonder, how can we ever be right with God and be what he wants us to be 

while we still have a sinful nature? Today, Jesus uses words from his Sermon on the 

Mount to encourage us to live our lives according to what he has made us. Today our Lord 

tells us to … 

Theme: Be what you are in Christ 

          I. Don’t try to be what others appear to be 

         II. Be what Christ has made you to be 

It is far too easy to compare ourselves to others. We all know people who seem to 

display a life of faith so much greater than our own. They pray more, give more, and 

spend more time helping people than we do. Outwardly those people seem to be the 

perfect “poster child” of faith. 

In Jesus’ day the models of faith people pointed to were the Pharisees. When it came 

to keeping the letter of God’s Law there was no one better than the Pharisees. They knew 

exactly how to pray and worship. For their offerings they didn’t just give 10% of their 

money, but they measured out every animal they owned, every grain and spice that they 

grew, so that God would get exactly 10% of everything they had. When it came to living a 

life of faith, from an outward perspective there was no one more righteous than the 

Pharisees. 



Be what you are in Christ 
Text: Matthew 5:13-20 for 2/9/2020 by Pastor Bolwerk 

2 

But not even their righteousness was enough to get them into heaven. Jesus said, “I 

tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and experts in the 

law, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 20). 

So often we think being right with God is simply a matter of how we look on the 

outside. Satan gets us to believe the lie that if we just “do the right things” then God will 

be happy with us and let us into heaven. But according to what Jesus said if you’re going 

to “do the right things” to be right with God then you must do everything perfectly. God 

says, “Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). That means be 

perfect. For a person to get into heaven they must keep God’s Law perfectly! Yet no sinful 

human being has ever kept God’s Law perfectly. That is because the sinful nature we were 

born with hates God and his Law. The Bible tells us, “For the mind-set of the sinful flesh 

is hostile to God, since it does not submit to God’s law, and in fact, it cannot” (Romans 

8:7). From the moment we were born we rejected God and his Law. Our sinful nature 

refuses to follow God’s commands. No matter how much we try to look and act like the 

best Christians we know, our own righteousness will never be enough to make us right 

with God. We are completely unable to keep God’s law perfectly. This means on our own 

we are nothing. To be anything before God we need to go back to what we are “in Christ.” 

We need Jesus, because he did keep God’s law perfectly. Jesus said, “Do not think 

that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy them but to 

fulfill them” (v. 17). Christ did not come to get rid of the Law, but to keep God’s Law 

perfectly in our place. Jesus lived his life fulfilling every one of God’s commands and 

prophecies perfectly. Then, Jesus took his perfect, righteous life and the sacrificed it for our 

sins. Through his death and resurrection Christ made an exchange with us. He took our 

sin and in exchange gave us his righteousness as a free gift. That means, through faith in 

Jesus we have a righteousness that is greater than that of the Pharisee’s. We have Jesus’ 

perfect righteousness. Covered with Christ’s perfect robe of righteousness we are able to 

stand in the presence of a holy God and be perfectly right with our heavenly Father. 

We could never be perfect on our own. This is why God came to us. He came in flesh 

and blood to make us a new creation. And he has! Through the saving faith God created in 

you, you are something new. So be what Christ made you to be. 

And what did Jesus make you to be? Jesus says, “You are the salt of the earth. […] 

You are the light of the world” (vs. 13a, 14a). To understand what Jesus means by this we 

need to understand what salt and light do. Salt serves several purposes: it can be used as a 

preservative to keep meat from spoiling, it can make things taste better, and salt can also 

make a person thirsty. The purpose of a light, on the other hand, is to make things 

brighter. Light helps people see; it makes things visible. 

So how are we Christians like salt and light? Like salt believers sometimes act as a 

preservative. We help preserve the souls of others when we lead them away from sin and 

lead them to their Savior. We are like salt when we make Christianity “taste better”, that 
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is, we make Christianity more desirable to others. When we display the Spirit’s fruits of 

faith in our lives – peace, patience, kindness, goodness – those fruits make Jesus more 

appealing to others, more desirable. We’re also like salt when we make people thirsty. Last 

week you heard Jesus say, “Blessed are those who […] thirst for righteousness” 

(Matthew 5:6). Jesus was talking about people who are “thirsty” to be right with God. 

When people see the calm joy Jesus gives us even in face of trouble and sorrow; when they 

see the peace that we have even when we are suffering; when people see we have no fear 

of death, or of what happens to us in life, these things create in others a desire, a thirst to 

know more. Like salt can make a person thirsty; thirsty for Jesus’ forgiveness and 

blessings. 

Jesus also says we are “lights.” We reflect the perfect light of Jesus’ saving love. That 

light does two things. It lights up a person’s life helping them see clearly the deadly sins 

they are committing. Then, that light shines like a spotlight on the only source of 

forgiveness for their sins. That light makes it clear to people that salvation and forgiveness 

are only found in Jesus. 

So, when we look at our lives, do we see ourselves being salt and light? Are the words 

of our conversations “seasoned with salt” (Colossians 4:6) so that we leave people 

thirsting for Jesus and his forgiveness? Or is our speech filled with sugar so that people 

will like what we say, and therefore, they will like us. Or is our speech bitter and harsh so 

that we drive people away? Do our actions reflect the light of Christ’s love and goodness 

so that people are drawn to Jesus? Or do we hide our light of faith so that people will not 

ridicule us for making them uncomfortable because our light exposes their sin? When 

people see us, do they see the salt and light of Jesus, or do they see just another person of 

the world? 

Jesus said, “If salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? Then it is no 

good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by people” (v. 13b). If salt 

loses its “saltiness” that means it has been changed. It can no longer function as salt. If 

there is no “salt” in us, then our faith has changed and it can no longer function as it 

should. Jesus also said, “A city located on a hill cannot be hidden. People do not light a 

lamp and put it under a basket” (vs. 14-15). A light that is covered up or blocked is 

useless. It doesn’t do anyone any good. Hiding the light of our faith doesn’t help anyone. 

It’s the very nature of light to shine. If it stops shining, then it isn’t a light. If our faith is not 

shining in some way, if it does not show itself in our lives at all, then do we really have 

faith? 

Jesus words are reminding us to be what we are in Christ. Notice Jesus doesn’t say 

that you can be salt and light, or that you might be these things. Christ says, “You are the 

salt of the earth” (v. 13). “You are the light of the world” (v. 14). Remember who made 

you salt and light. Jesus did. He is the one who came to give us not just light, but life! Jesus 

said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 



Be what you are in Christ 
Text: Matthew 5:13-20 for 2/9/2020 by Pastor Bolwerk 

4 

will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

For all the times we hid our lights and failed to let them shine Jesus perfectly 

displayed the light of God’s love in his life. For the times our words and actions were more 

like bitter herbs than salt, Jesus spoke the perfect words to leave people thirsting for his 

salvation. Jesus came to be our substitute in life so that he could take upon himself our 

death. Christ shed his blood to pay for our lack of saltiness, our lack of light. And 

remember you are cleansed by that blood of Jesus. You are completely forgiven by God 

the Father. You are filled with faith in Christ by the power of his Holy Spirit. The 

Almighty and merciful God has redeemed you, forgiven you, and made you salt and light.  

Now, Jesus is encouraging us with his words to be what he has made us to be, because 

he has made us so much more than just salt and light. Christ made us right with God the 

Father. Connected to Jesus by faith you are fully forgiven. You are dearly loved children of 

God. You are heirs of eternal life. You are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, the people who are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises 

of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). You are 

light, and you are salt. Be the light that reflect the light of Christ’s love to this world. Be 

that salt that leaves people thirsting for the cool waters of God forgiveness. Be what Christ 

made you to be. 

Be what you are in Christ because the world is going to tell you to be something else. 

The world tells us to be ourselves; to be who we are, and what we want to be. The world 

tells us we can be anything or anyone. Yet, today we hear our Lord Jesus tells us to be 

what he has made us to be: salt and light. Jesus moves our hearts to be these things by 

reminding us of his love. He reminds us of the forgiveness he won for our sins. He 

reminds us of the righteousness we now have with the Father because of Christ’s 

forgiveness. Our Lord reminds us that as we live in him we will enjoy the light of his love, 

both now and in eternity. Amen. 


