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4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be 

born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopted as sons. 
6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!” 
7So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of God through 

Christ. 

 

If you have ever played any kind of sport you know how important timing is. From 

the swing of the bat in baseball, to the release of the pass in football; from the timing of the 

shot in basketball or a pass in soccer; if a team wants to be successful it is important that 

their timing be correct. In sports timing is everything. 

When it came to God’s plan of salvation timing was everything. Timing was so very 

important because God wanted to do more than just help people. God wanted to do more 

than just stop Satan. God wanted to bring us back into a close, loving relationship with 

him, and he did that in a very special way. 

Theme: At just the right time God adopted us. 

         1. He bought us out of slavery. 

         2. He gave us the full rights of sons. 

From the very beginning God wanted to have a close, personal relationship with 

people; he wants to be their Father. But the people of this world sold themselves into 

slavery to a wicked and cruel master. For God to have that relationship he would have to 

pay a price to free people from that slave master; the slave master of sin.  

Sin enslaves all people. Whether it is the original sin we were born with or the actual 

sins we commit every day. The enslaving power of sin can be seen in the very first sin 

committed by Adam and Eve. Using lies, Satan planted doubt in Adam and Eve’s minds. 

That doubt led Adam and Eve to turn away from the good God wanted for them. Instead, 

they began to desire what is wrong; they began to desire that which destroys.  

Adam and Eve believed the devil’s lies. They believed disobeying God would bring 

them power and pleasure. Instead it brought them death. As soon as they committed that 

sin, they realized they had done something horrible. That is when sin enslaved them. We 

see it in their actions. What was the first thing they tried to do? They tried to cover up their 

sin and guilt by covering up their nakedness. But their sin caused them to sin even more! 

When God came into the garden they tried to do the impossible – they tried to hide from 

God. And when God confronted them with their sin, they did not admit their sin or ask for 

forgiveness. Instead, they tried to justify what they had done wrong by pointing the finger 

at someone else. 

We are just as much slaves to sin as Adam and eve. The Apostle Paul put it this way: 

“Do you not know that when you offer yourselves to obey someone as slaves, you are 

slaves of the one you are obeying […]” (Romans 6:16a)? How often have we fallen for 

Satan’s lies. How often have we offered ourselves up as slaves to obey sin? Maybe we have 
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given ourselves over to the sin of lust: That desire to have someone or something we know 

we cannot or should not have. The devil fills our heads with the idea that things are what 

we truly need to be happy. Things like the latest electronic gadget, a nicer car, a bigger 

house, more money, or that perfect person of the opposite sex. As Satan’s lies infect us we 

soon find these things are all we can think about. We find ourselves spending every 

waking moment thinking and planning as to how we can get that one thing that we 

believe will make our lives will be complete. At that point our slave master has taken 

control. 

And once it has control that slave master keeps working to gain even greater control. 

Maybe we committed some horrible sin in our past: a sexual relationship we should not 

have had, an addiction to drugs or alcohol, or even stealing or cheating so we can have 

more for ourselves. The guilt from our sin drives us, just like Adam and Eve, to cover up 

that sin with lies and more sin. As we do the slave master gains even greater control of our 

thoughts and actions, trapping us in a cycle of sin. That master doesn’t want us to admit 

we’ve done wrong. It doesn’t want us to ask for forgiveness. 

If that were not bad enough, along comes God’s law. God’s law is his good and perfect 

will for our lives. God gave us his law to protect us by showing us what sin is and warning 

us of the punishment sin brings. Yet our slave master “Sin” uses God’s law to lock us into 

a prison of guilt. Sin uses the guilt produced by the law to drive us back into sinning even 

more. We sin to try to hide our guilt and sooth our guilty consciences. Instead, we simply 

create more guilt.  

What a dismal situation to be in. God had no reason to rescue us from our wicked 

master. We had gotten ourselves into that mess, and we deserved to pay the price for 

willingly obeying our slave master. It was God who set the price for the payment of sins. 

That price is death. Scripture says, “The soul who sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel 

18:20a). We deserved that eternal death in hell.  

What is surprising is that God did not leave us to face eternal death. Instead, God paid 

the price necessary to buy us out of that slavery. The price God paid to free us from our sin 

was huge! That’s because God didn’t just pay for one sin, he paid for all sins. The Apostle 

Paul tells us how God made that payment: “But when the set time had fully come, God 

sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born under the law, in order to 

redeem those under the law” (vs. 4-5). God made the ultimate sacrifice, giving up for you 

that which was most precious to him – his Son. The Almighty Son of God was “born of a 

woman.” He was born like one of us. God, who by the power of his own hands had 

created human life, now had his life held in the hands of his virgin mother. The 

independent creator of the universe was now dependent upon his creation for everything. 

He was also “born under the law.” As true God, Jesus was accountable to no one. Yet he 

made himself accountable to own law. Why? “To redeem those under the law.” Jesus 

bought you back. Our Savior unlocked the law by keeping it perfectly. He removed your 
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shackles of guilt. Jesus paid the price the law demands. Christ paid with his own blood. 

He suffered your hell and died your death. Jesus did all of this at just the right time so he 

could buy you back from sin and death. He did it to free you from your slavery. 

Timing was very important when it came to God’s plan of salvation. It’s like the big 

ball that is lowered in Time Square on New Year’s Eve. The movement of the ball has to be 

perfectly timed so that it reaches the bottom of the tower at exactly midnight. It was the 

same with God’s rescue plan. God’s timing had to be prefect because God wanted to do 

more than just set us free. God did not want to bring us halfway into his family so he 

could be some great, godly foster-parent.  God wanted to adopt us. That is why God 

redeemed us so “that we might receive the full rights of sons” (v.5). God not only paid 

the price for your freedom, he also paid the price to adopt you. As Paul wrote, “You are no 

longer a slave, but a son” (v.7). God’s gift to you at Christmas was not just giving you his 

Son, but making you his sons – sons and daughters who God loves as much as he loves 

that baby in the manger. At just the right time God adopted us. When he did, he gave us 

the full rights of sons. 

In making us his children God made a change in us. This is more than just an outward 

change, it is a change God makes inside of us. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father” (v.6)! It’s true that our sinfulness has 

been covered with Christ’s robe of righteousness. But God goes beyond simply declaring 

us “not guilty.” Our heavenly Father puts the very Spirit of Jesus into our hearts. That 

Spirit makes us alive. It moves us to live as Jesus lived. It helps us to reach out to others 

with God’s life saving Word: To point out sin with the Law, and to free people from their 

sin with the gospel. It creates in us the desire to do the Father’s will just as Jesus did, living 

our lives to give all glory to God. 

Paul tells us that God made us “sons”. Why just “sons”? Why not “sons and 

daughters?” God was making a point. In Jesus’ day it was the sons of the family who 

received the inheritance. But God wants all his children to receive the inheritance he has 

prepared. So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also 

an heir of God through Christ (v.7). All who are adopted by God through faith in Christ 

will receive the inheritance. It does not matter whether you are male or female, young or 

old, rich or poor – all who trust in Jesus for forgiveness will receive God’s inheritance. 

So what will we inherit? Part of the inheritance you receive right now: Forgiveness, 

peace, joy, the hope of eternal life. These are the things that truly make your life worth 

living because they are things that truly last. But what about the inheritance to come? 

What do we receive with that inheritance? The Apostle John tells gives us a little glimpse 

of that inheritance in the book of Revelation. 

John tells us that he saw “[…] the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God. It has the glory of God. Its radiance is similar to a very precious stone, like 

crystal-clear jasper. It has a large, high wall. It has twelve gates. The wall is made of 
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jasper, and the city is pure gold, like pure glass. 

     The angel showed me the river of the water of life, which was as clear as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb. 2 In the middle of the city’s street and on 

each side of the river was a tree of life that yielded twelve kinds of fruit. The tree yields 

its fruit every month, and its leaves are for the healing of the nations. There will no 

longer be any night or any need for lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will 

shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 21:9-12,18; 22:1,2,5) 

What does God say about this heavenly city and the wealth that is in it? “The one who 

overcomes will inherit these things. I will be his God, and he will be my son” 

(Revelation 21:7). That is you. This is your inheritance. A treasure that will never perish or 

spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you. An inheritance prepared for you by the hand of God 

himself. And it is all yours because at just the right time God adopted you and gave you 

the full rights of sons. 

God’s timing could not have been better. He sent his Son at Christmas to unlock the 

law with his life, to remove the burden of our guilt, and to sacrifice himself so we could be 

free. Merry Christmas my brothers and sisters. Enjoy your gift: the inheritance that is 

yours, which the Lord Jesus has won for you. Amen. 


