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7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 

bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your 

watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will 

see it with their own eyes. 9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of 

all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

 

Christmas can be a noisy time of year, can’t it? Even though Christmas carolers may be 

singing “Silent Night,” Christmas day, and even the weeks leading up to it, certainly don’t 

seem very silent. And that noise seems to begin earlier every year, especially with Christmas 

advertising starting after Halloween already. Then there is the noise of all the crowds we 

have to face at the grocery stores and shopping malls. Then on Christmas Day there is the 

noise of children as they unwrap and play with noisy gifts. And there is also the noise of get-

togethers and parties as people gather together to celebrate the holiday. Does all this noise 

leave you looking for a little peace and quiet? Do you sometimes wish that Christmas were 

not so noisy? 

I hope not, because this is certainly not a day to be quiet. On Christmas Day God wants 

us to make some noise. He wants us to see the gift he has given us and respond with shouts 

and singing; with proclamation and praise. As the prophet Isaiah proclaims God’s word to 

us, he lets us know … 

Theme: This is the day to make noise! 

            I. Speak up! 

          II. Shout for joy! 

Isaiah speaks up. He speaks about the future when God would free the people of Israel 

from their captivity in Babylon. How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who 

bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (v. 7). While Isaiah was speaking of Israel being 

rescued from Babylon, Isaiah’s words go beyond freedom for Israel. Isaiah is also pointing 

further into the future, when God would free all people from their bondage to sin as the Lord 

completes his plan of salvation. Look again at what people will do when God frees them 

from their bondage. Isaiah says they will “bring good news,” “proclaim peace,” “bring good 

tidings,” “proclaim salvation,” and then they will “say” something about God. When it comes 

to that good news, people are going to bring it, proclaim it, and speak it. 

The good news of that first Christmas was that God was coming into the world to save 

people. The feet that first brought that good news to people were the feet of shepherds, those 

shepherds who were visited by the angels. Today, the good news of Christmas is still the 

same: God has come into the world to save people from their sins. What is different today are 

the feet who bring that good news. Those feet are our feet. Like the shepherds we have good 

news to bring, so we will want to “proclaim” that good news and “say” something. 

Now, I need to clarify something here. When I looked up the word “proclaim” in the 

original language of this text I did not find the word I was looking for. I thought I would find 
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a word that meant “to say or speak or tell.” Instead I found a form of the word “to hear.” The 

word literally means “to cause someone to hear.” So what God saying to us is to bring good 

news, then cause someone to hear us, and then say something. How do you “cause someone 

to hear” you? To do that you have to get their attention. You need to get close. This is not a 

message you want to share from across the room. And once you are up close then you need 

to look them in the eye. They won’t know you’re speaking to them if you are not looking at 

them. So look them in the eye and speak directly to them. 

Now, according to the pattern God has shown us here, we bring the good news, we get 

the person’s attention, and then we say something. And this is where it gets hard for us, 

doesn’t it? This is where we start to struggle. We might start making excuses, “What if I say 

the wrong thing?” Well, if the person you are talking to doesn’t know Jesus, it is very likely 

they will end up in hell. What could you possibly say that could make that worse? But if you 

say nothing, there is nothing to turn them off the path to hell. 

But maybe it is not what to say that holds us back. Maybe it’s feelings of guilt because 

there were times in the past when we did not speak up. When those feelings of guilt start to 

creep in remember the good news that you have. That baby in the manger came and took 

away that sin; he came and freed you from that guilt. Just as God freed Israelites from 

Babylon so they could go home, so Jesus has freed you from your sins so you can look 

forward to going home to heaven. Having been set free, don’t look back to that guilt, but let it 

go.   

Then speak up! Don’t worry about what to say. Jesus said, “Do not worry beforehand 

about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but 

the Holy Spirit” (Mark 13:11b). We know that the Holy Spirit works through God’s Word. 

Through the Word is also how the Spirit speaks through us. Let me ask you this: How many 

have heard the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2, were the angels speak to the shepherds, and the 

shepherds go to the manger? Raise your hand if you have heard that word of God before. If 

you have heard that Word, then you can say to others what the shepherds said! You can tell 

people about the baby Jesus who is the Savior of the world. 

You have the good news; now get the person’s attention. A great way to do that time of 

year is with a gift! If you give a person a gift you will have their attention. Then once you 

have their attention say something. Tell them you have another gift for them: The gift of a 

Savior. Tell them what you have heard: how messengers from God spoke of a Savior who 

was born to free people from their sin and guilt and to make them right again with God. This 

truly is a beautiful message, but if people are to hear that message then someone needs to say 

something. Well, this is the day to make noise. So speak up! Tell people about the Christ of 

Christmas. 

One of the things people seem to enjoy about Christmas morning is seeing and hearing 

the reaction of others as they open their Christmas gifts. Children can be especially excited if 

they receive a gift they were hoping for but did not think they would get. When they open 

that gift they may jump up and down and get physically excited. They may even yell out and 

shout for joy. On this day we have all received a gift from God that deserves that kind of 

response. God’s gift to us is one that we should have never expected to receive. Our Father’s 



This is the day to make noise! 
Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 for 12/25/2019 by Pastor Bolwerk 

  3  

gift is one that should move us to make a joyful noise. This is the day to make noise, so shout 

for joy! 

Isaiah tells us of that shouting: “Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together 

they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. 

Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem” (vs. 8, 9a).  So what is there to 

shout for joy about?  We can shout over God getting things done.  Isaiah tells us, “The LORD 

will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will 

see the salvation of our God” (v. 10). This picture of God “laying bare” his arm might not be 

familiar to some of us. Think of a farmer out working his fields in the early spring. He has on 

a long sleeve shirt to help keep the chill off as he goes about his chores. But if he needs to do 

something particularly strenuous what does that farmer do? He rolls up the sleeves of his 

shirt so that there is nothing to get in the way of his arms as he does his work. When God 

lays bare his holy arm, it is as if God is “rolling up his sleeve” so that nothing will be in the 

way of his work; nothing will hinder him. Isaiah tells us that God is going to bare his arm “in 

the sight of all nations.” God is going to roll up his sleeve and get to work fulfilling his plan 

of salvation. When he does the people of all nations are going to see God’s work, and when 

they see it, they will shout for joy. 

So who is it that saw this work of God as he fulfilled his promises that first Christmas? 

There were the shepherds. They saw the child that the angel had told them about. They saw 

the power of Almighty that had overshadowed Mary so she would give birth to God’s one 

and only Son. Those shepherds saw the Christ and rejoiced by telling others what they had 

been told. There were also the Wise Men, the Magi from the East. These men were not 

Israelites, yet they saw God’s work. When they found Jesus they were overjoyed. They 

joyfully worshiped him and gave him gifts. And what about people like Simeon and Anna? 

Simeon praised God for allowing him to see this child who was bringing about God’s 

salvation. Anna went around telling everyone she knew about the baby Jesus. She spoke to 

all who were waiting for the coming Savior. 

Through the word of God we have “seen” God working out his plan of salvation. Like 

the shepherds we can joyfully tell others what was said to us concerning this child. Like the 

Magi we can worship God’s Son by joyfully singing his praises and bringing him gifts. And 

like Simeon and Anna we can praise God for fulfilling his promises to the world, and to us. 

Through the enduring Word of God we can go again to Bethlehem and see how God has 

laid bare his arm, working out his plan of salvation. We can see there in the manger the 

Savior who fulfilled God’s promises. And then we can make some noise! This is the day to 

make noise. Speak up about that baby in the manger! Then sing for joy over God’s one and 

only Son – the one who came into this world and set you free from the bondage of all your 

sins. Amen. 


